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ALL ABOUT ME

Personal details for my Form tutor

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………
Primary School: …………………………………………………………………………………..
Date of Birth: ………………………………………………………………………………………

This section is about you. Write down information which you would like your
tutor to know. This information will help your tutor to support you and settle
you into Secondary School life.
My Family

What I may need help with at
Lincoln Castle Academy

What I am most looking forward to

My ambitions in life

My best memory

Hobbies and Interests

My Friends

Things I’m proud of …

My Favourite things about school

Any other information you would like to tell us

This Year 6 challenge booklet has been compiled to prepare you further for Year
7. It is an additional activity booklet that compliments the ‘preparing for Year 7
workbook’ which you already have.
It will help you in your transition from primary to secondary school. It will give you
an insight in to the challenging work that lies ahead and what is expected of you at
Lincoln Castle Academy throughout the core curriculum.
There are three sections: Literacy, Numeracy and Science.

In each section there are a range of tasks

Here is the challenge: You are to complete work for each section and should
always start at the bronze award standard in each section. Your Tutors and
Head of Year are also looking for students who challenge themselves to
complete the silver award standard and maybe even the gold award standard
of work!
Work should be completed before the first day you start here as your tutors will
collect in your challenge work in your first session and decide if you are at bronze,
silver or gold for each section.
You will then receive a special commendation award for the standard you
reach in literacy, numeracy and science.
Please keep your booklet, along with any loose work, safe and secure and make
sure it is returned by 17th July 2021. We expect you to take pride in your written
presentation and work at all times.

Literacy Challenge
Extract from Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them
The Niffler is a British beast. Fluffy, black and long-snouted, this burrowing
creature has a predilection for anything glittery. Nifflers are often kept by goblins
to burrow deep into the earth for treasure. Though the Niffler is gentle and even
affectionate, it can be destructive to belongings and should never be kept in a
house. Nifflers live in lairs up to twenty feet below the surface and produce six to
eight young in a litter.
BY J . K. ROWLING
Read the extract about the Niffler and use this as inspiration to write your own description of a
fantasy creature. You should use sophisticated vocabulary choices and a range of figurative
devices to create effects.
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Literacy Challenge
Key terms and spellings
There are many ways you can make progress and achieve in English lessons. You are
expected to extend your vocabulary as part of that. Ensure you know the definitions of
the words below by looking up meanings in a dictionary and writing them in the table.
You must also know how to spell them. You will be tested on these works in tutor
time!
This extract comes from a short story called Don’t Ask Jack by Neil Gaiman published in 1995.
It tells the story of a group of children who grew up in a large house with a strange toy in the attic.

The children did not play with it. It sat at the bottom of the old wooden toy
box, which was the same size and age as a pirate’s treasure-chest, or so the
children thought. The Jack-in-the-box was buried beneath dolls and trains,
clowns and paper stars and old conjuring tricks, and crippled marionettes
with their strings irrevocably tangled, with dressing up clothes (here the
tatters of a long-ago wedding dress, there a black silk hat, crusted with age
and time) and costume jewellery, broken hoops and tops and hobbyhorses.
Under them all was the Jack’s box.
Write two paragraphs to answer the following question:
How does the writer use language here to describe the toy box and its contents?
In your answer you should write about:
The words and techniques used by the writer (e.g. interesting adjectives, similes, metaphors,
alliteration etc.)
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Literacy Challenge
‘The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien
Bilbo Baggins (the hobbit) is nominated to go inside the Lonely Mountain by Thorin
Oakenshield to see if the dragon is still alive. He puts on his ring to make himself invisible, and
proceeds down the long, dark passage into Smaug’s lair. There, he sees the magnificent,
terrible dragon asleep on piles of treasure. Bilbo is horribly afraid, but he works up the nerve
to take a single golden cup from one of the piles. He then rushes back to the dwarves, who
marvel over the cup.

Read Chapter 12 and complete the two tasks that follow.
Reading Task: How does the writer use language to present Smaug as a dangerous creature?
In your answer you should write about:
•
•
•

The word choices and techniques used to describe Smaug’s appearance (e.g. similies, interesting adjectives
and verbs)
The sound the dragon is making
How Bilbo reacts to him

Writing Task: Imagine that you are J. R. R. Tolkien and you have decided to focus the next part of your novel on when
Smaug wakes up.
In your writing you should consider:
•
•
•
•

How would Smaug feel when he learns that some of his treasure is missing?
What would Smaug think about the person responsible for stealing it?
How can you use language and techniques to help your readers imagine the dragon’s actions?
How could you build tension through your sentence craft and use of punctuation?

Steps to Success:
•

•
•
•

Read the extract carefully, underlining or highlighting:
o how Smaug is described
o how the setting is described, including how the senses have been used to create a tense atmosphere
Use the information you have selected above to help guide your own writing
Plan your ideas first by thinking about the build-up before the dragon wakes up and his reaction to finding
out the treasure has been stolen
As an extra challenge, when you are writing think about why Bilbo has stolen the treasure and add this in to
your piece of writing

Pieces submitted for this gold standard will be judged by Mrs White – Joint Head of English
for a special commendation
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The Hobbit

J. R. Tolkien (published on 21 September 1937)
Chapter 12
After a while Balin bade Bilbo “Good luck” and stopped where he could still see the faint outline
of the door, and by a trick of the echoes of the tunnel hear the rustle of the whispering voices of
the others just outside. Then the hobbit slipped on his ring, and warned by the echoes to take
more than hobbit’s care to make no sound, he crept noiselessly down, down, down into the
dark. He was trembling with fear, but his little face was set and grim. Already he was a very
different hobbit from the one that had run out without pocket-handkerchief from Bag-End long
ago. He had not had a pocket-handkerchief for ages. He loosened his dagger in tis sheath,
tightened his belt, and went on.
“Now you are in for it at last, Bilbo Baggins,” he said to himself. “You went and put your foot
right in it that night of the party, and now you have got to pull it out and pay for it! Dear me,
what a fool I was and am!” said the least Tookish part of him. “I have absolutely no use for
dragon-guarded treasures, and the whole lot could stay here for ever, if only I could wake up
and find this beastly tunnel was my own front-hall at home!”
He did not wake up of course, but went still on and on, till all sign of the door behind had faded
away. He was altogether alone. Soon he thought it was beginning to feel warm. “Is that a kind
of a glow I seem to see coming right ahead down there?” he thought. It was. As he went
forward it grew and grew, till there was no doubt about it. It was a red light steadily getting
redder and redder. Also it was now undoubtedly hot in the tunnel. Wisps of vapour floated up
and past him and he began to sweat. A sound, too, began to throb in his ears, a sort of bubbling
like the noise a large pot galloping on the fire, mixed with a rumble as of a gigantic tom-cat
purring. This grew to the unmistakable gurgling noise of some vast animal snoring in its sleep
down there in the red glow in front of him.
It was at this point that Bilbo stopped. Going on from there was the bravest thing he ever did.
The tremendous things that happened afterwards were as nothing compared to it. He fought
the real battle in the tunnel alone, before he ever saw the vast danger that lay in wait. At any
rate after a short halt go on he did; and you can picture him coming to the end of the tunnel, an
opening of much the same size and shape as the door above. Through it peeps the hobbit’s little
head. Before him lies the great bottom-most cellar or dungeon-hall of the ancient dwarves right
at the Mountain’s root. It is almost dark so that its vastness can only be dimly guessed, but
rising from the near side of the rocky floor there is a great glow. The glow of Smaug.
There he lay, a vast red-golden, fast asleep; a thrumming came from his jaws and nostrils, and
wisps of smoke, but his fires were low in slumber. Beneath him, under all his limbs and his huge
coiled tail, and about him on all sides stretching away across the unseen floors, lay countless
piles of precious things, gold and wrought, gems and jewels, and silver red-stained in the ruddy
light.

Smaug lay, with wings folded like an immeasurable bat, turned partly on one side, so that
the hobbit could see his underparts and his long pale belly crusted with gems and
fragments of gold from his long lying on his costly bed. Behind him where the walls were
nearest could dimly be seen coats of mail, helms and axes, swords and spears hanging; and
there in rows stood great jars and vessels filled with a wealth that could not be guessed.
To say that Bilbo’s breath was taken away is no description at all. There are no words left
to express his staggerment, since Men changed the language that they learned of elves in
the days when all the world was wonderful. Bilbo had heard tell and sing of dragon-hoards
before, but the splendour, the lust, the glory of such treasure had never yet come home to
him. His heart was filled and pierced with enchantment and with the desire of dwarves;
and he gazed motionless, almost forgetting the frightful guardian, at the gold beyond price
and count.
He gazed for what seemed an age, before dawn almost against his will, he stole from the
shadow of the doorway, across the floor to the nearest edge of the mounds of treasure.
Above him the sleeping dragon lay, dire menace even in his sleep. He grasped a great twohandled cup, as heavy as he could carry, and cast one fearful eye upwards. Smaug stirred a
wing, opened a claw, the rumble of his snoring changed its note.
Then Bilbo fled. But the dragon did not wake – not yet – but shifted in other dreams of
greed and violence, lying there in his stolen hall while the little hobbit toiled back up the
long tunnel. His heart was beating and a more fevered shaking was in his legs than then he
was going down, but still he clutched the cup, and his chief thought was: “I’ve done it! This
will show them. ‘More like a grocer than a burglar’ indeed! Well, we’ll hear no more of
that.”

Numeracy Challenge
You need to know mathematical terms to succeed in maths.
Look up the words below in a dictionary (there are lots of online maths
ones). Write the meanings of those words below in the grid. You will be
asked to spell these and describe their meanings in tutor time to get
your bronze.
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Numeracy Challenge
BIDMAS - Order of operation
Have a look at the clips suggested below online and complete the tasks to
demonstrate your understanding of BIDMAS. Write your answers on a separate
sheet. If you don’t have online connectivity then have a go at the questions anyway.
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Numeracy Challenge
BIDMAS - Order of operation
MATCH the questions with the answers
BIDMASBlaster - Visit MangaHigh using the web address given and try your hand
at blasting!
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Science Challenge
Animals adapt to their surroundings.
Using the frameworks in this pack record your research in to these
adaptations. Be ready to hand these in to your tutor for checking!

1. HUMBOLDT PENGUIN
Which habitat does it live in?
Explain what their wings are like. What do their wings help penguins to do?
Look at these photos of the Humboldt Penguin.
What other adaptations help these birds to survive?
How do they help?
Adaptation:

Useful because:

Adaptation:

Useful because:
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Science Challenge

2. CHEETAH
Which habitat do these cats live in?
Can you spot this pattern on the cheetah?
How might this pattern be useful to cheetahs?

How are the cheetah’s teeth adapted to help it survive?
What other adaptations help these birds to survive? How do they help?
_
How does a cheetah skull differ to a leopard or lion skull?

How might this adaptation help the cheetah?

Can you spot any other adaptations the cheetah has
to help them survive in their habitat? What might these
be useful for?
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Science Challenge

4. GIRAFFE
This is the tallest land animal in the world.
What habitat does it live in?

What two adaptations do giraffes have to make them so tall?
1.
2.
Give two reasons why being so tall is useful for a giraffe:
1.
2.
A giraffe’s tongue is 46-50cm long.
Why is this useful to giraffes?
_
_
_
_
_

Lincoln Castle Academy

Science Challenge
Plants and Animals - Adapting to their environments
There are a series of tasks below for you to do to prepare for this area of
science. Hand them in to your tutor!
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Science Challenge
Extended Writing
You will study plant and animal adaptations in Science. Use the work for bronze and
silver, write an article for the National Geographic ‘Little Kids’ Magazine explaining
about
adaptations. Choose one plant and one animal to base your article on. This will be
displayed in your tutor room!

Images to show the plant and
animal you are describing
Diagrams of the adaptations
each has to survive in its habitat
Two descriptive paragraphs one for the plant and one for
the animal where it is clear
what adaptations they have and
WHY You could use a wordprocessing package for this if
you like or you could create this
by hand and make good use of
colour Remember: the
audience is 7-13 year olds!
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