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12 Ways to Help your Child Succeed in School
We know parenting can sometimes feel like a thankless task. Just as you do in the home environment, we
seek to guide, inspire, nurture and develop your child and we depend on your support. Whilst some of the
following tips may strike you as obvious, we hope this document, informed by international research, serves
as a helpful reminder of the value and impact that a solid partnership between parents and teachers can
have and what you as parents can do to improve your child’s life chances.
Recent studies suggest parental influence is the greatest factor in determining students’ success at school
with many suggesting 80% of a child’s achievement is based on parental inspiration.
1. Aim High. Parental expectations have a huge impact when it comes to student performance: if you
don’t expect your child to do well, your expectations will likely be met. Parents who want their
children to succeed encourage them to do more than the minimum.
2. Demonstrate a positive attitude about education. Showing our children that adults both value
education and use it in our daily lives provides them with powerful role models and contributes to
their attitude to study. Let your child see that learning doesn’t end when we leave school and that
you are still learning. Parents who share their study habits and self-improvement in terms of their
job and household responsibilities are particularly influential in inspiring their children to aim high
and focus.
3. Stick to a routine. Support your child to get organised for the following day, ensuring they have the
correct books, study file and equipment.
Tip: Student timetables can be found on Go4schools
4. Prioritise study time. All of us need down time, however as a matter of priority, homework or study
should be completed first. A quiet space (without television) and a box of supplies (paper, pens,
highlighters, ruler, etc) are helpful. By encouraging your child to get into a routine and to revisit and
re-read classwork (even when homework is not set) encourages a well-developed work ethic which
will pay dividends later in life. Good educational habits yield great academic rewards.
Tip: You can access your child’s homework and deadlines on ‘Show my Homework’
5. Distinguish study from learning. Completing a homework task can sometimes give a false impression
of success. By questioning your child on the content and returning to it days later parents can help to
ensure the learning is secure and content retained.
6. Support the school behaviour policy & sanctions. By showing that under-performance has
consequences, we aim to support your child to learn self-discipline and organisation. Very few
individuals get through school without receiving a sanction in the form of a detention or ‘compulsory
restorative session’. We ask for your support when we issue these sanctions, in order to guide your
child and best prepare them for the workplace.
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7. Encourage a reading culture at home. Great readers make good writers and both skills are essential in order
for students to access the curriculum and to develop students’ imagination, vocabulary and all-round ability.
Reading is not just for the early years of education. Reading at home, using book vouchers as gifts or
incentives, discussing books/ newspapers or visiting the library can all help to promote reading. It is often said
children spend their first several years learning to read, and the rest of the lives reading to learn.
8. Sleep & nutrition. There is a direct link between behavioural problems in children and a lack of sleep. By
ensuring your child is well-rested, fuelled by a nutritious breakfast and hydrated, you give them the best
chance of getting the best out of a day’s learning.
9. Monitor and manage online activity. Please ensure your child’s use of social media, the internet and
television is limited to ensure they have adequate sleep and arrive at school fit for work.
10. Encourage exercise. Exercise has an amazing effect on brain function, improving cognitive function and
creativity. It also plays an important part in encouraging children to manage their mental and physical health,
providing a release for stress and promoting wellbeing.
11. Never say you are hopeless at Maths! Even if you didn’t find maths (or any other subject) easy at school, it is
important not to pass on your fear or loathing! Instead, encourage a growth mindset, even learning maths
alongside your child using cooking, shopping, memory games or maths puzzles.
12. Communicate concerns. If you suspect your child is falling behind or has a problem, contact school. By acting
quickly we can often prevent issues from escalating.
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Information for new Year 8 students
Welcome to our school
This booklet is designed to give students and parents/carers a guide to the structure of the curriculum and
what is taught in each subject in Year 8 over the course of the academic year. It also provides information
on different aspects of our school, which we hope you will find useful. If you have any questions, or require
further information, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Mrs T Wiles – Deputy Headteacher

Website:

Email us at:

www.lincolncastleacademy.co.uk

Twitter:

enquiries@lincolncastlecastleacademy.co.uk

Main telephone number:

01522 529203

@LincolnCastleAc

Facebook:

facebook.com/lincolncastleac
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Homework

Homework at Lincoln Castle Academy is set according to the learning plans for each subject and for each group
within that subject. There is no traditional homework ‘timetable’ as experience has shown us that this
approach does not lend itself to setting meaningful, diagnostic and appropriate homework. Instead having an
inflexible timetable in place can mean that homework can be set just to ‘stick to the timetable’ and not
because it is the right piece to set at the right time.
We use ‘Show My Homework’ to set our homework alongside the use of student passports. SMHW is an easy
to use online homework calendar for schools to use and students to access. Teachers set homework; this
appears on the homework calendar with all the relevant details such as deadlines and resources. Students and
parents can access this at any time via the web or their mobile phone, making homework accessible and
transparent for everyone. They can also get text reminders about what is due and when. Please see the parent
guide available on our website for more details on its use.
How successful is it in terms of learning outcomes?
Research from the Institute of Education (IOE) shows that homework plays an important role in closing the
gap between high and low-achieving learners. This is supported by the views of the Department for Education
who recognise homework is part of a good rounded education. Show My Homework reinforces this.
Surely there is no need for an online tool if teachers are allocating homework in class and students are
writing it in their progress passports?
All of our student facing staff that use Show My Homework every day do exactly that. There is a need to use
Show My Homework because it makes it very easy to provide students with a consistent message about
homework in every lesson they walk into. So whether it is period 1 or period 5, whether it is Maths or French,
students know they can access their homework via the school homework calendar. When you have this kind
of consistency, it leads to ‘Outstanding’ outcomes, which reduces homework excuses and makes everything
about homework transparent.
Students can no longer say, ‘Miss I never had enough time to write down my homework’ or ‘Sir, I lost my
worksheet you gave me in class’ and so on…
We are aiming for quick communication – one place for parents to go to and find all information. Through
SMHW, we are now able to communicate with pupils and parents in a way which supports and supplements
learning. It is accessible and transparent, allowing pupils to take further responsibility for their learning and
for parents to engage with their children in the tasks they have been set. It is incredibly useful to be able to
share files and resources with students, and provide links to websites which can enhance their understanding.
We believe such websites allow us to establish a greater sense of ownership and responsibility in our students,
and once it becomes embedded in their routine it will undoubtedly enhance their learning experience.
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Mrs Z Innes
Head of Department

Textiles – Block 2 (10 wks)

Textiles – Block 1 (10wks)

Art – Block 2 (10 wks)

Art – Block 1 (10 wks)

Topic
Cubism

Organic
Architecture

Knowledge and Skills
Cubism Elements
Composition
Painting
Tone
Tint
Shade
Blending
Mark making

•

Observational drawing
Three dimensional
Papier Mache
Joining
Cutting
Texture/Mosaic
Tissue
Modroc
Wire
Tearing

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flora & Fauna

Art & Design

Content
• To analyse the characteristics of Cubism, with
focus on Braque and Picasso.
• To develop skills in a variety of painting styles,
using a limited painting pallet linked to Cubist
paintings.
• To explore observation drawings of still life
objects, inspired by Cubism.
• To develop and refine an A3 Cubist inspired
painting.

•

Landscapes

Mrs J Scott
Second in Department

•
•

•
•

To be introduced to Antoni Gaudi and Gothic
building designs.
To recognise the beauty and power in buildings
and how they relate to natural form.
To develop relief building construction methods
with consideration to health and safety with
equipment
To explore observations from natural forms
including skulls and shells.
To produce a natural form inspired building.
To be introduced to artists/cultures who have
explored landscape within artwork and textiles art;
Hundertwasser, Laura Edgar
To explore the techniques of artists/cultures who
have considered perspective in landscapes.
To explore colours and textiles techniques in
developing perspective and landscape.
To explore observations related to landscape.
To develop a hand embroidered textiles postcard
inspired by a range of artists.
To be inspired by the work of Matisse and Angie
Lewin’s artwork.
To explore observational drawing through other
media, develop printing skills and ability to
produce a repeat pattern.
Observational drawings of Flora and Fauna
(produced using Matisse’s paper cut methods)
Printed repeat pattern and hand embroidered
textiles piece inspired by Matisse and Angie Lewin.

Perspective
Landscape
Tone/Tint/Shade
Blending
Textiles
Embroidery
Hand/Machine stitch
Couching
Applique
Embellishment
Observations
Repeat pattern
Lino printing
Hand embroidery
Calico
Printing inks
Collage
Paper cutting

Assessment
Sketchbook
development
Final Outcome –
Paint and Mixed Media
Cubist Piece
All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work.
Sketchbook
development
Final Outcome –
Sculptural Building
All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work.

Sketchbook
development
Final Outcome –
Textiles Postcard
Landscape
All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work.
Sketchbook
development
Final Outcome –
All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work.

Homework, marking and feedback: Each project will cover 4 assessment objectives (AO1, 2, 3 and 4) in preparation for GCSE.
AO1
Analysis of artist’s work, application of their techniques and development of their work in light of artist study
AO2
Investigation and experimentation of media and materials
AO3
Starting point to project/observational drawing
AO4
Final realisation developed from the 3 points made above.
What parents can do to help:
• Ensure your child has a fully stocked pencil case with HB and 2B pencils, coloured pencils, pens, ruler, rubber, sharpener and a glue
stick. Encourage your child to draw from observation as much as possible; painting, drawing and colouring equipment is beneficial
for completing homework tasks.
• Support your child in their homework and promote the amount of time that should be spent on the task set.
• Visit art galleries and museums to expand your child’s knowledge of artwork and discuss the art and share opinions.
Useful websites:
www.tate.org.uk
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/index.html
www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
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Mr R Smith

Design & Technology

Head of Department
Topic
Food

Design
technology –
Mood lamp
project

HEXBUG –
project

Content
The importance of food safety, health and
hygiene in the kitchen
Identify and use ingredients and equipment
with increasing confidence

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Multicultural foods, preparing
dishes

Gain an understanding of multicultural
foods

Skills focus:
Literacy, numeracy, product
analysis, make, evaluate

Students are taught how to develop their
drawing skills. They learn how to use a
range of presentation skills to communicate
their designs. The project build on previous
knowledge and practical to skills. .

Subject knowledge:
Identifying materials, tools and
equipment, Isometric drawings,
annotation and ACCESSFM.
Computer Aided Design.

Introduction to basic mechanisms and
modern manufacturing systems.
Understand the properties of materials,
joining methods and mechanisms.
Key focus is product analysis, looking at
existing products and learning how things
are made and what they are made from.

Skills focus:
Literacy, numeracy, product
analysis, design, evaluate
Subject knowledge:
Properties of materials and
mechanisms, Iterative design
and concept modelling.
Biomimicry and modern
materials.

Assessment
Students will be assessed on
one of their practical lessons.
They will be marked on their
practical skills, independence
and the quality of the end
product.
Students will be assessed on
their design and practical
skills.

Students will be assessed on
their design and practical
skills.

Skills focus:
Literacy, numeracy, identify and
solve problems, product
analysis, design, evaluate
Grand
Designs
project

A project for future architects. Responding
to a brief, students will research, design and
make a model of their ‘Grand Design’.
Students will present their design using
both CAD and drawing methods

Homework, marking and feedback:

Subject knowledge:
Design process, perspective
drawing, CAD – sketchup and
solidworks

Students will be assessed on
their design and practical
skills

Skills focus:
Problem solving, iterative
design, model making,
Communication

Students will be assessed in a variety of ways throughout the project and will receive feedback in their assessment books as well as their
project booklets.
Homework is set once every two weeks. Students are advised to spend at least 30 minutes completing their homework.

What can parents do to help?
• Help your child to understand the role that design has within our everyday lives.
• Support your child with their homework is helpful as the homework that your child receives supports their learning in class.
Useful websites:
Technology student, BBC Bitesize,
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Drama

Miss C Feely
Head of Department

Rotation 1

Topic

The Case of
Stephen Long

Rotation 2

Stone Cold

Content

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

Build on key drama terms (explore and use medical
terms)
Create thought provoking drama that challenges
perceptions
Respond to a variety of stimuli
Understand the impact of stimuli and its effect on
performance
Effective questioning to extract information
Marking the moment/Cross-cutting
Using and interpret stimuli to structure a realistic
and believable performance as part of an
ensemble
Analyse performance skills to highlight areas of
strength and ways to improve

Subject knowledge: Issue
based drama

ASSESSMENT 1
The Case of Stephen Long – The whole
story

Explore and develop still imagery/thought tracking
for an audience to gain a deeper insight into the
plot/characters
Use hot seating to explore specific characters from
the play
Devise and deliver a realistic and believable
performance demonstrating empathy for my
character
Use imaginative staging and performance
techniques to explore the relationships within the
play text
Creating monologues
Line learning/memorisation

Subject knowledge:
Studying a play text

ASSESSMENT 2a
Character monologue or duologue

Skills focus:
Characterisation,
monologue, narration, line
learning

PERFORMING and EVALUATING
Practical task as an individual or pair
with written evaluation

Skills focus: Use of stimuli,
duologue, Forum Theatre,
marking the moment,
cross-cutting, hot seating

CREATING and EVALUATING
Practical task as part of an ensemble
with written evaluation

ASSESSMENT 2b
Selected scene from 'Stone Cold'
CREATING, PERFORMING and
EVALUATING
Practical task as part of an ensemble
with written evaluation

Homework, marking and feedback:
For each unit of study there will be homework set weekly which will build upon the understanding and skills which are being developed in class. Further
tasks will include learning the spellings and definitions of key words, diary entries, storyboards and fact files will also be set as tasks to consolidate
learning. Students will also be expected to rehearse outside of lessons to prepare for assessment.
What can parents do to help?
Ask students if there is key knowledge/terms that they need to be learning. Test them for upcoming spelling and definition homework they will be
given. Visits to the theatre which could link to the topics that they are studying would be beneficial.
Useful websites/ resources:
Effective use of voice: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z3c2yrd/revision,
Developing characters: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zc8tgk7/revision
Interpreting and staging a scene: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zygqsbk/revision
Responding to stimuli: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z34mvcw/revision
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Miss S Roberts
Joint Head of
Department

Spring

Autumn

Transition

Topic
The Power of
the Spoken
Word

Crime &
Mystery

‘Romeo and
Juliet’
&
Love Poetry

Mrs S White
Joint Head of
Department

Mrs S Johnson
Second in Department

English

Content

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

During this introductory two-week scheme of work,
students explore a number of inspirational figures
who have made a difference to the lives of others
through the power of their words. Students discover
how these influential individuals have strived for
positive change throughout history, despite
opposition and endless challenges.
Students will study a range of crime and mystery
texts, including the works of Arthur Conan Doyle;
they will read The Speckled Band or The Hound of the
Baskervilles. In addition to securing their language
analysis skills, students will now begin to learn how
to write essays.

•

Biographical information on key
historical figures
Speech writing
Rhetoric
Structural features

There is no formal
assessment, however
students will create their
own inspirational speech.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Essay writing and linking devices
Analysing language,
Interpreting texts
Inferring meaning
Evaluating a text
Sentence features
Varying sentence features
Crafting linguistic devices
Developing vocabulary range
Using punctuation to aid
meaning

Reading: comprehension
assessment on a crime
fiction extract.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dramatic Devices
Adopting roles
Creating a voice
Performance skills
Interpreting a text
Poetic devices
Language analysis
Comparison skills
Analysing structure

Writing: scripting a new
scene or devising a
monologue.

Whilst continuing to explore crime narratives,
students will hone their ability to select vocabulary
to manipulate a reader’s response. They will learn
how to build tension and craft a range of sentence
features to add impact.
Students will again study Shakespeare through
drama. They will read Romeo and Juliet and build on
their confidence to tackle Shakespearean language.
Students will also learn to appreciate a range of
dramatic devices.
Students will read a range of traditional love poetry
and explore how this genre has been subverted to
express views on ‘twisted’ love. They will study
poems by Carol Ann Duffy, Shakespeare, Robert
Browning, and Charlotte Mew.
Students will explore extracts from a range of
dystopian fiction, including The Hunger Games,
Divergent, Maze Runner, and 1984. Students will
explore how language and structural features are
used to engage the reader, and they will attempt to
emulate this in their own writing. Students will begin
to explore the key concepts discussed within these
texts and use them as inspiration for debates. By
examining how non-fiction texts are crafted, they
will be able to express critical views on these issues.

•
•
•

Reading: developing an
essay in response to a
character question.

Reading: comparing
poetry.
Speaking and listening
opportunities.

Summer

Writing: creating an
Rhetoric
article or speech.
Structuring ideas
Sustaining a viewpoint,
Reading: analysing
debating, using rhetorical
language and structure.
Imperfect
devices.
worlds
•
Structural features
Speaking and listening
•
Analysing language and
opportunities.
structure
•
Making links across a text
•
Evaluating
Homework, marking, and feedback: Homework linked thematically to the module they are studying will be set by the class teacher once a week
through Show My Homework.
•
•
•

Students will receive written feedback after each assessment cycle. In addition, they will be provided with feedback on extended writing pieces,
homework tasks, and any classwork that is formally recorded.
What can parents do to help? Our Accelerated Reader programme encourages independent reading of both fiction and non-fiction texts. You should
encourage your child to read every day where possible, ensuring that their A.R. log books are updated after each session. Your child is then in an
excellent position to pass the quizzes they take on these texts.
Each student’s progress is recorded through Go4Schools and we actively encourage parents to regularly look at students’ grades (progress and ATL)
with their children. Using this information, alongside the targets and feedback the teacher has given, will help your child meet or surpass their target
grade.
Useful websites/ resources:

LCA knowledge organisers (these can be found in all classrooms)

BBC Bitesize – English (SPaG) http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv,
BBC Bitesize – English Literature (Shakespeare & Poetry) http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zykdmp3
Sparknotes (The Tempest study guide) http://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/tempest/
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Miss D Corlett
Head of Business &
Enterprise Faculty

Enterprise

Content

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

Data Handling

Students will begin the year by learning about
databases and how they operate. They will find out
what the term ‘database’ means and learn to access
and use databases in different formats. They learn
how to collect data and how to search for data
effectively. They also learn how to write their own
hypothesis. The theme of the unit is ‘Superheroes’.
Students will plan and develop a brand new website
for their own adventure holiday company. They will
start by reviewing existing websites and identifying
what makes a good website. Students will then
create a logo for their business using the Fireworks
program and will use Microsoft Publisher to create
their website.
Students will use Scratch to develop a computer
game. They will begin to start thinking
computationally as they will build a script for their
program to run, as well as designing the visual for
their game.

Subject knowledge: Students will
learn how databases are used and
learn to access queries.
Skills focus: Analysis, interpretation,
inputting information

ARC
Assessment:
Students to
create theories
linking to
database
analysis

Autumn 1
Autumn 2
Spring 1

Mr T Roberts
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Topic

Website
Development

Creating a
computer game
with Scratch

Mythbusters

Students will begin to learn about the validity of the
information that is available online. They will learn
how search engines work and conduct secondary
research using the internet. Students will then
produce a podcast on their given topic.

Summer 1

Spring 2

Mrs K King
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Subject knowledge: Students will
be able to identify features of a
website and how the design is
influenced by the target audience/
end user.
Skills focus: Design skills, Microsoft
office tools
Subject knowledge: Students will
begin to think computationally and
will use the blocks in Scratch to
produce a program. They will also
use the software to create the
visual design for the game.
Skills focus: Designing a game,
computer programming.
Subject knowledge: Students will
learn to check the validity of the
secondary research they find and
will learn which online sources are
credible and reliable when
conducting research.
Skills focus: Research, audio
creation.

ARC Assessment
Creation of
working script
and evaluation
of computer
game.

Summer 2

Subject knowledge: Students to
ARC
learn how to optimise Microsoft
ASSESSMENT:
Students to
Excel, using a range of tools and
complete a
functions.
Skills focus: Analysing, creation of
Spreadsheet
charts, using formulas to problem
test.
solve, inputting data and
interpreting information from a
spreadsheet.
Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued once a fortnight and will be published on SMHW as well as being
recorded in the student’s progress passport. The homework tasks will primarily practical tasks that completed at home or in school at
lunch depending on access to software availability. Within lessons students will be regularly assessed using a combination of short
tasks and mock exams. Student progress within assessments will be recorded in their assessment books which are available for parents
to look at any time.
What can parents do to help?
Parents should actively encourage their children to complete their homework by monitoring homework set via SMHW and checking
their child’s progress passport. It would be helpful for parents to monitor their students understanding and progress within their
Enterprise lessons by asking questions about their learning and encouraging them to ask for assistance if required.
Useful websites/ resources:
https://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/
Spreadsheets
and Modelling
(Harry Plotter)

Students will start developing their spreadsheet
skills using Microsoft Excel through an interactive
experience and will learn how to;
Write formulas, create charts and format using
Excel. This will be a focal part of this unit which will
support them in various KS4 subjects.
Input data
Interpret information
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Summer 2

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Miss D Corlett
Head of Business
& Enterprise
Faculty

Mrs S Macdonald
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Mr T Roberts
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Topic
Topic

Content
Content

Knowledge and Skills
Knowledge and Skills

eSafety and
Using
Computers
Safely

Students will begin the year by learning about using
technology safely, as well as the potential dangers of
the internet. They will discover the impact
technology has had on society and make judgments
on digital content found online.

Subject knowledge: Information
Technology, Digital Literacy and
Graphic Design
Skills focus: Examine, Explore,
Design, Evaluate

Turtle
Programming
and Algorithms

Data and Data
Representation

Students will continue to discover how algorithms
are created for computational use, as well as start to
explore textual programming with the introduction
of Python. They will use turtles to create a range of
shapes, as well as learning about loops, functions
and variables.
Students will learn how data is represented in
computers. They will explore binary and how text,
numbers, images and sound are represented using
binary.

Text Based
Game
Programming

Students will be introduced to text-based games.
They will delve deeper into the use of loops in
programming and how this is important in game
design.

Communicatio
ns and
Networks

Students will be introduced to networks, whilst
exploring the internet and the world wide web. They
will explore network protocols, including domains
and IP, as well as e-mail and VoIP.

Subject knowledge:
Computational Thinking,
Computer Programming
Skills focus: Design, Create,
Problem Solving
Subject knowledge: Databases,
Binary & Boolean Logic
Skills focus: Analysis,
interpretation, inputting
information
Subject knowledge:
Computational Thinking,
Computer Programming
Skills focus: Design, Understand,
Describe

Subject knowledge: Internet,
Networking & Security/ E-safety
Skills focus: Describe, Examine.

ICT
Assessment
Assessment
ARC Assessment:
Undertakes
creative projects
that collect,
analyse, and
evaluate data to
meet the needs of a
known user group.
Effectively designs
and creates digital
artefacts for a
wider or remote
audience.
ARC Assessment:
Examines how
processors’
instruction sets
relate to low-level
instructions carried
out by a computer.

ARC Assessment:
Examines the
importance of
network security
including simple
security techniques
such as strong
passwords.

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued once a fortnight and will be published on SMHW as well as being recorded
in the student’s progress passport. The homework tasks will primarily practical tasks that completed at home or in school at lunch
depending on access to software availability. Within lessons students will be regularly assessed using a combination of short tasks and
mock exams. Student progress within assessments will be recorded in their assessment books which are available for parents to look at
any time.
What can parents do to help?
Parents should actively encourage their children to complete their homework by monitoring homework set via SMHW and checking their
child’s progress passport. It would be helpful for parents to monitor their students understanding and progress within their Enterprise
lessons by asking questions about their learning and encouraging them to ask for assistance if required.
Useful websites/ resources:
https://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/
https://tricket.io
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Geography

Mr M Lunt
Head of Department
Content
Why do people go on holiday?
Where do people go on holiday?
What developments have there been to allow more
people to have a holiday?
Effects of tourism on a local/international region
Conflicts arising from tourism.

Weather and
Climate

What is the different between weather and
climate?
How is weather measured?
What influences weather and climate in the UK?
How has climate change?
What is the coast?
How is it used?
What shapes the coast?
How are coasts managed?
Conflicts arising from coastal management.
What is an ecosystem?
What factors influence ecosystems?
Where are the world’s major ecosystems?
How are ecosystems threatened?

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic
Tourism

Spring 1

Coasts

Spring 2

Ecosystems

Summer 1

Development

India

What is development?
How is development measured?
Why is development unequal?
How can we break the cycle of poverty?
How do the lives of people in countries with
different levels of development differ?

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Causes and effects of
volcanoes and
earthquakes.
Skills focus: Extracting
information from
sources.
Subject knowledge:
Different types of
weather
Skills focus: Climate
Graph
Subject knowledge:
Types of erosion
Geology
Skills focus: Map skills,
Report writing
Subject knowledge:
How flora and fauna are
influenced by biotic and
abiotic factors.
Skills focus: Maps,
Diagrams, Graphs
Subject knowledge:
How does development
impact on the lives of
people?
Skills focus:
Population pyramids and
reading graphs
Subject knowledge:
How humans are
affecting tropical
rainforests.
Skills focus:
Research and
presentation

Summer 2

Where is India?
What are the key pieces of information to know
about India? Birth rate, Death rate, total population
etc.
What imports and exports do India have?
How has Mumbai developed as a location?
Why is Mumbai important?
A study of Dharavi – the largest slum in Asia.
Homework, marking and feedback:
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/ks3
BBC Bitesize
www.coolgeography.co.uk

Assessment
ARC Assessment:
Newspaper article
Written test

ARC Assessment:
Extended written piece
on climate change.
ARC Assessment:
Decision making
exercise – How should
a coastline be
protected?
ARC Assessment:
should we protect or
develop the
rainforests?
ARC Assessment:
Formal test based
around development.

ARC Assessment:
Extended writing –
How successful has
vision Mumbai been at
improving Dharavi?

What can parents do to help?
• Watch the news and discuss any geographical topics such as weather, earthquakes or flooding.
• Collect newspaper articles or internet news printouts of any geographical events.
• Check Show my Homework and ensure that homework is completed on a regular basis.
Useful websites/ resources: Within each unit there will be homework set which will either reinforce what was covered in the lesson or
will prepare them for a future lesson. This will include learning key words and meanings, and researching case study examples.
Work will be marked according to LCA policy and feedback will be given to help pupils improve their work and to achieve their target
grade.
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History

Topic
Enquiry:
What was
the impact
of the
Norman
Conquest?

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2 + Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mrs K Edwards
Head of Department

Enquiry:
Power &
the peopleTo what
extent was
there a
power shift
between
1250-1700?

Enquiry:
Did England
become
Protestant
in the 16th
Century?

Knowledge
British history that consolidates and extends
pupils’ chronological knowledge from before
1066
Who were the earliest settlers in Britain? An indepth study on the Romans, Saxons and
Vikings and how they had an impact on Britain
The development of Church, state and society
in Medieval Britain 1066-1509
Claims to the English Throne. Who should be
King?
Fighting at Fulford, Stamford Bridge and
Hastings.
Why did William win?
How reliable is the Bayeux Tapestry?
The consequences of the Battle of Hastings;
Harrying of the North, Castles, Domesday book
and Feudal System
Local study: Lincoln Castle: A depth study
The development of Church, state and society
in Medieval Britain 1066-1509
Death & Rebellion: How did they impact
power?
The Black Death and the Peasants Revolt
focusing on the cause, event and consequence
Could a King get away with murder?
A study into the relationship between church
and state with a focus King Henry II and
Thomas Becket.
Richard or John? A worthy king?
Does Richard deserve the name Lionheart?
World history study of significant society: The
Islamic World (11-15th Century) How did the
Crusades impact the world?
Why did the rebels rebel against King John?
How did the Magna Carta come to be?
The development of Church, state and society
1509-1745
Causes of Henry VIII’s break with Rome
Dissatisfaction with the Catholic Church
Difference between Catholic and Protestant
ideas. Reasons for the dissolution of the
monasteries
How did Edward VII rule?
Did Mary I deserve to be known as ‘Bloody
Mary’?
What was Elizabeth’s early years like?
Did Elizabeth I find a ‘Middle Way’ in religion?
What do we know of the life and scandals of
Mary Queen of Scots? What should be done
about her?

Skills
Cause and
consequence
Skills focus:
description,
explanation,
team work and
evaluation.

Assessment
Y7 Baseline Assessment (Written test of
previous knowledge)
Write a description of Saxon Society
Explain the reasons why William won/Harold
lost
Start to address inference of a source (Bayeux
Tapestry)
Start to address the implications of provenance
on utility
Explain the consequences of the Norman
invasion

Significance
Skills focus:
recall,
comparison of
events,
empathy and
evaluation of
outcomes in
history.

Describe key features of a time period or event
(Peasants revolt)
Make inferences from a source on the Black
Death
Explain the utility of a source with reference to
background knowledge on the Black Death
Evaluate the consequence of the Peasants
Revolt
Describe the changing nature between Church
and State through a narrative account (Thomas
Becket/Henry II)

Historical
enquiry
Skills focus:
Comparison,
judgement,
source
analysis,
independent
study and
evaluation of
historical
progress over
time.

Explain the importance of an event and its
further implications – King Richard/John
Explain the cause and consequences of Henry’s
break with Rome
Identify and describe how interpretations
about Mary I differ
Explain why interpretations differ on Mary I
Create and sustain an argument for a historical
piece of writing (Elizabeth)

Learning in Year 8
Summer 2

ENQUIRY:
The development of Church, state and society
Identify and describe how interpretations
Why were
1509-1745
Skills focus:
about Oliver Cromwell differ
What is a Civil War? What were the Causes of
English
Significance,
the Civil War? Why was Charles I defeated?
Explain why interpretations differ on Cromwell
people
explanation
Was Charles I a traitor? How much did England and discussion.
fighting
each other change after the Civil War? Was Cromwell a
Hero or Villain?
in the 17th
Century?
Homework, marking and feedback: For each unit of study there will be Home Learning Challenges which build upon the understanding
and skills which are being developed in class. Further homework tasks will include learning the spellings and meanings of key words;
research and completion of class work.
What can parents do to help? Ask students if there is any key knowledge that they need to be learning, test them on this using the
notes from their exercise books. Visit places of key historical significant which could link to the topics that they are studying.
Useful websites/resources: www.historyonthenet.com

www.historylearningsite.co.uk

www.spartacus-educational.com

Learning in Year 8
Mr M Snee

Head of Department

Autumn 1

Topic
1 Number

2 Area and volume

Autumn 2

4 Expressions and
equations

5 Real-life graphs

Spring 2

Spring 1

6 Decimals and ratio

7 Lines and angles

8 Calculating with
fractions

Summer 2

Summer 1

9 Straight-line graphs

10 Percentages,
decimals and fractions

3 Statistics, graphs and
charts

Mrs O Wawryniuk
Second in Department

Content
1.1 Calculations
1.2 Calculating with negative integers
1.3 Powers and roots
1.4 Powers, roots and brackets
1.5 Multiples and factors
2.1 Area of a triangle
2.2 Area of a parallelogram and trapezium
2.3 Volume of cubes and cuboids
2.4 3D shapes
2.5 Surface area of cubes and cuboids
2.6 Problems and measures
4.1 Algebraic powers
4.2 Expressions and brackets
4.3 Factorising expressions
4.4 One-step equations
4.5 Two-step equations
4.6 The balancing method
5.1 Conversion graphs
5.2 Distance-time graphs
5.3 Line graphs
5.4 Complex line graphs
5.5 Graphs of functions
5.6 More real-life graphs
6.1 Ordering decimals and rounding
6.2 Place-value calculations
6.3 Calculations with decimals
6.4 Ratio and proportion with decimals
6.5 Using ratios
7.1 Quadrilaterals
7.2 Alternate angles and proof
7.3 Geometrical problems
7.4 Exterior and interior angles
7.5 Solving geometric problems
8.1 Adding and subtracting fractions
8.2 Multiplying fractions
8.3 Fractions, decimals and reciprocals
8.4 Dividing fractions
8.5 Calculating with mixed numbers
9.1 Direct proportion on graphs
9.2 Gradients
9.3 Equations of straight lines
9.4 Direct proportion problems
10.1 Fractions and decimals
10.2 Equivalent proportions
10.3 Writing percentages
10.4 Percentages of amounts
10.5 FINANCE: Solving problems
3.1 Pie charts
3.2 Using tables
3.3 Stem and leaf diagrams
3.4 Comparing data
3.5 Scatter graphs
3.6 FINANCE: Misleading graphs

Knowledge and Skills

Mathematics
Assessment
Holistic overview of
classwork,
homework and
Numeracy
Ninjas/Algebra
Assassins

Modular
Assessment

Holistic overview of
classwork,
homework and
Numeracy
Ninjas/Algebra
Assassins

Modular
Assessment

Holistic overview of
classwork,
homework and
Numeracy
Ninjas/Algebra
Assassins

Modular
Assessment

Learning in Year 8
Homework, marking and feedback:

Homework will be usually issued weekly, with an end of topic test approximately every third week. Homework will
encompass learning work, project work, revision and practice of key questions and skills. Marking and feedback of students
work will be specific for their learning needs and allow them to make the necessary progress independently in most cases.
What can parents do to help?

Support your child with calculation work and revision. Talk to your child about every day uses of Mathematics, for example,
money, measuring, recipes etc. It will also be beneficial to practice times tables with your child.
Useful websites/ resources:

BBC Bitesize, https://uk.ixl.com/math/, http://studymaths.co.uk/, http://www.mathsrevision.com/

Learning in Year 8

Topic
My life

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr N Brown
Head of Department

School
life

Mrs A Thomson
Teacher of MFL
with additional
responsibility

Content
Students will learn to ask and answer the
following:
What is your name? How are you?
How old are you? When is your birthday?
Where do you live? What are you like?
Do you have brothers and sisters?
Do you have a pet?
What do you look like? (hair, eyes, height, build)
How many people are in your family?
Describe their personalities.
Do you get on with members of your family?
What do you do in your free time?
Give your opinions. What sports do you do?
Students will learn to ask and answer the
following:
What subjects do you study?
Give your opinions and reasons.
What do you do at different times during the
school day? Describe your school.
What facilities does it have?
Be able to ask and answer questions about time

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Counting, Months, Colours,
Family relationships, Animals,
Family members, personality
words, hair, eyes Present
tense.
Skills focus: Listening,
Speaking, Reading, and
Writing.

Subject knowledge:
Subjects, present tense of
verbs, time phrases, opinions
and justifications.
Skills focus: Reading and
Writing focus.

Modern Foreign
Languages
French
Assessment
ARC Assessment: Listening,
Reading, Speaking and Writing
exercises which assess students’
understanding and use of the
key questions. Students will be
expected to memorise their
answers to the questions.

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

ARC Assessment
Listening, Reading, Speaking and
Writing exercises which assess
students’ understanding and use
of the key questions with end of
unit assessments in Reading and
Writing. Students will be
expected to memorise their
answers to the questions.
My
Students will learn to ask and answer the
Subject knowledge:
ARC Assessment:
town
following:
Vocabulary for places in town, Listening, Reading, Speaking and
Where do you live? (type of building)
house, activities in town,
Writing exercises which assess
Describe your house.
opinions and reasons.
students’ understanding and use
Describe their town including where it is, what it
Skills focus: Listening and
of the key questions with end of
is like and what there is in town.
Speaking focus.
unit assessments in Listening
Describe what activities can be done in town.
and Speaking. Students will be
expected to memorise their
answers to the questions.
Subject knowledge:
Out and Students will be able to:
ARC Assessment:
Drinks and snacks, plans for
about
Explain plans for the weekend.
Listening, Reading, Speaking and
the weekend, getting ready to Writing exercises which assess
Buy drinks and snacks.
go out, present and future
Say what they’d like to do
students’ understanding and use
tense.
Explain their future plans
of the key questions with end of
unit assessments in Reading and
Skills focus: Reading, and
Writing. Students will be
Writing focus.
expected to memorise their
answers to the questions.
Topic
Students will be able to:
Subject knowledge:
ARC ASSESSMENT:
revision Revise topics covered throughout the year,
Vocabulary linked to all topics. Listening, Reading, Speaking and
focusing on those which need particular practice.
Verbs in past, present and
Writing exercises which assess
This is in preparation for an end of year
future tenses.
students’ understanding and use
Skills focus: Listening,
assessment covering all topics.
of the key questions. Students
Speaking, Reading, and
will be expected to memorise
Writing.
their answers to the questions.
Homework, marking and feedback: Students in years 7 can expect homework once a week, this homework often requires the students
to practise new vocabulary that will help them to produce better work in their lessons and assessments. To learn their vocabulary
thoroughly they should learn its meaning and practise its spelling and pronunciation. Exercise books are checked regularly as students
begin to collate their new vocabulary to create short sentences, which, once completed, form one or more paragraphs that will be
formally assessed as either a Speaking and Writing or Reading and Listening assessment.

Learning in Year 8
What can parents do to help? Help your child to learn their new vocabulary by testing them at home, the more they manage to master
in bitesize pieces, the easier they will find their lesson work. Test them on spelling these words, and encourage them to speak them out
loud. Join in with them and show them there is nothing to fear if they get it wrong! Look out for free Apps such as ‘Duolingo’ that you
can download to your phone and which help you to master the basics, and even allow the whole family to get involved!
Useful websites/ resources:
www.linguascope.com Username: lca, Password: scope19 (Access for Spanish and French)
www.memrise.com

Learning in Year 8

Topic
Holidays
Music
and
television

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr N Brown
Head of Department

Food and
drink

Summer 1

Spring 2

Arranging
to go out

Holiday
activities

Mrs A Thomson
Teacher of MFL
with additional
responsibility

Content
Students will learn to ask and answer the
following:
Where did you go for your last holiday?
Who did you go with?
How did you travel?
What activities did you do on holiday?
What did you do on your last day?
What was your opinion of your holiday?
What do you use your mobile phone for?
What type of music do you like and why?
What TV programmes do you like and
why?
What free time activities do you do ?
What did you do last weekend?
What is your favourite food and why?
What do you like to drink and why?
What do you eat for different mealtimes?
How do you celebrate your birthday?
How did you celebrate last year?
How will you celebrate next year?
What are your plans for the weekend?
Arranging to meet up/ giving excuses.
What are you going to wear?
What sporting events have you been to?
What sporting events do you plan to go
to?

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge: Countries,
activities on holiday, transport,
family members, past tense,
opinions and justifications.
Skills focus: Listening, Speaking,
Reading, Writing.

Describing a holiday home.
Describing activities on holiday.
Giving and asking for directions.
Describing a trip.
Describing a holiday camp.

Subject knowledge: Vocabulary
for holiday activities, directions,
descriptions of accommodation.
Past, present and future tenses.
Skills focus: Reading and Writing
focus.

Modern Foreign
Languages

Spanish

Assessment
ARC Assessment:
Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing exercises which assess
students’ knowledge of the topic
area. Students will be expected to
memorise answers for the Speaking.

Subject knowledge: Vocabulary
for technology and free time
activities. Opinions and reasons.
Past and present tenses.
Skills focus: Listening, Speaking,
Reading, Writing.
Subject knowledge: Vocabulary
food, drink, meals, opinions, past,
present and future tenses linked
to birthdays.
Skills focus: Reading and Writing
focus.
Subject knowledge: Vocabulary
for social arrangements, clothes,
sporting activities. Past, present
and future tenses.
Skills focus: Listening and
Speaking focus.

ARC Assessment:
Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing exercises which assess
students’ knowledge of the topic
area with end of unit assessments in
Reading and Writing.
ARC Assessment:
Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing exercises which assess
students’ knowledge of the topic
area with end of unit assessments in
Listening and Speaking. Students will
be expected to memorise answers
for the Speaking.
ARC Assessment:
Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing exercises which assess
students’ knowledge of the topic
area with end of unit assessments in
Reading and Writing.

Students will be able to:
Subject knowledge: Vocabulary
ARC Assessment:
Revise topics covered throughout the
linked to all topics. Verbs in past, Listening, Speaking, Reading and
year, focusing on those which need
present and future tenses.
Writing exercises which assess
particular practice. This is in preparation Skills focus: Listening, Speaking,
students’ knowledge of the topic
Reading and Writing.
for an end of year assessment covering
area. Students will be expected to
all topics.
memorise answers for the Speaking.
Homework, marking and feedback: Students in years 8 can expect homework once a week, this homework often requires the students
to practise new vocabulary that will help them to produce better work in their lessons and assessments. To learn their vocabulary
thoroughly they should learn its meaning and practise its spelling and pronunciation. Exercise books are checked regularly as students
begin to collate their new vocabulary to create short sentences, which, once completed, form one or more paragraphs that will be formally
assessed as either a Speaking and Writing or Reading and Listening assessment.

Summer 2

Topic
revision

What can parents do to help? Help your child to learn their new vocabulary by testing them at home, the more they manage to master in
bitesize pieces, the easier they will find their lesson work. Test them on spelling these words, and encourage them to speak them out
loud. Join in with them and show them there is nothing to fear if they get it wrong! Look out for free Apps such as ‘Duolingo’ that you
can download to your phone and which help you to master the basics, and even allow the whole family to get involved!
Useful websites/ resources: www.linguascope.com Username: lca, Password: scope19 (Access for Spanish and French)
www.memrise.com

Learning in Year 8

Music

Mrs S Noble
Head of Department

Topic

Rotation 1

American
Music: Blues
& Ragtime

Content
By the end of the 10 week rotation students
will…

Recap basic notation and elements
covered in year 7.
 Understand how the social historical
context of Blues and Ragtime developed
in North America.
 Be able to play the walking bass and 12
bar blues chord sequence competently.
 Be able to perform ‘The Entertainer’ on
keyboard.
 Be able to describe musical features of
Blues and Ragtime, identifying
similarities and differences.
 Recall and extend their use of musical
terminology to describe targeted
elements of music and their impact on
the mood of the music with a focus on
Blues and Ragtime.

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge: How Blues and Ragtime
music developed. The musical features of
Blues and Ragtime and their effect on the
styles’ sound. To understand call and
response. To understand chord construction
and chord sequences. To be able to play
the 12 bar Blues and walking bass. To play
the recognised Ragtime melody The
Entertainer. To perform as part of a group
or as a solo.

By the end of the 10 week rotation students
will…

Subject knowledge: The role of film music
and character motifs. Increased technical
control of an instrument
Effective practice technique and target
setting to support progress in performance.
Features of a good performance and how to
demonstrate these practically.

Rotation 2


Instrumental
Study: Film
Music &
Independent
Study







Understand how music is used in the film
industry.
Be able to perform as a solo or ensemble
a piece of music from film on the
keyboard.
Be able to select and prepare a solo or
ensemble ‘own choice’ performance
making use of a single or combination of
instrumental skills (keyboard, ukulele,
voice etc) OR a teacher led ensemble on
djembe or samba.
Recall and extend their use of musical
terminology to describe targeted
elements of music and their impact on
the purpose of the music with a focus on
Film and Unfamiliar music.

Assessment
Assessment:
Keyboard
performance of
The Entertainer

Skills focus: Sing/play a melody from
memory or written music. Keep to their own
part in a group performance. Describe
musical elements with appropriate
vocabulary considering their impact on the
music as a whole.

Skills focus: Play James Bond theme piece of
music from memory or written music with a
greater level of challenge. Keep to their own
part in a group, performing music with a
greater level of challenge. Describe musical
elements with appropriate vocabulary
considering their impact on the music as a
whole.

Assessment:
Keyboard
performance of
a James Bond
piece and a
piece of music
of their
choosing.

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will focus on developing a students’ wider listening and will foster their curiosity and
exposure to a vast array of musical styles. Knowledge organisers will contain all vocabulary required to complete homework and audio
excerpts will be able to be accessed through SMHW. Students are also encouraged to make use of the Music department to practise
their emerging instrumental skills between lessons.
What can parents do to help? Talk about any music you hear whether it be on the radio, T.V. or just the household music collection,
encouraging them to give their opinions or describe what they hear using subject-specific vocabulary. Seize any opportunities to hear
live music; The Drill Hall in Lincoln have a regular programme of music to enjoy, including lunchtime recitals at the weekend which are
free! Encourage your child to participate in our free extra-curricular music clubs or opt to have peripatetic instrumental lessons such as
piano, violin, guitar, drums or voice (ask Mrs Noble for an ‘Expression of Interest’ letter for more details.
Useful websites/ resources: Access to YouTube is brilliant as students have a huge resource of listening material free of charge. BBC
Bitesize has a range of Music Theory chapters to support students in understanding how music is written.

Learning in Year 8
Miss A Dooley
Head of Department

Physical
Education

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

*Please note: All activities are rotated during the year and therefore will be undertaken in a different order depending which group
you are in.
Topic
Content
Knowledge and Skills
Assessment
Gymnastics
Apparatus work
Subject knowledge:
Performing sport specific
Football
Passing, heading, shooting & attacking tactics
How to improve skill &
skills with control &
Netball
Attack & defence game play tactics
develop ability
fluency. Can perform
Skills focus: Enhancing your activities with a good level
Swimming
Stroke improvement
performance
of fitness.
Swimming
Stroke improvement
Subject knowledge:
Performing sport specific
Badminton
Smash, return, drop shot, clear & doubles.
How to improve skill &
skills with precision,
Basketball
Ball handling skills & drills for small sided games
develop ability
control & fluency. Can
Developing rules and ball handling. Passing ahead,
Skills focus: Enhancing your work with others to plan,
Handball
defending and jump shots.
performance
organise & lead.
Touch Rugby
Tackling techniques & tactics to outwit an
Subject knowledge:
Performing sport specific
opponent
How to improve skill &
skills with precision,
Exploring Musical Theatre
Dance
develop ability
control & fluency. Can
Swimming survival course
Swimming
Skills focus: Enhancing your analyse & comment on
Volleyball, set, dig, spike, serve. 6 player rotation.
Volleyball
performance
different skills &
Tactics/outwitting opponents.
techniques.
Fitness
Exploring different ways to ‘get fit & keep fit’
Subject knowledge:
Performing sport specific
Football
Passing, heading, shooting & attacking tactics
How to improve skill &
skills with precision,
Swimming
Swimming survival course
develop ability
control & fluency. Can
Skills focus: Enhancing your select & use the correct
Athletics
Running, jumping, throwing (Track & Field events)
performance
technique with some
success under pressure in
game play.
Cricket
Timing distance & recording scores
Subject knowledge:
Performing sport specific
Rounders
Fielding & different batting strokes
How to improve skill &
skills with precision,
Tennis
Fielding & different batting strokes
develop ability
control & fluency. Can
Grip, Forehand, Backhand, rallying
Skills focus: Enhancing your explain how the body
Swimming
Lifesaving skills course
performance.
reacts to physical activity.
Developing communication and organisational
Sports
skills. Planning and leading and sporting
Leaders
competition.
Athletics
Running, jumping, throwing (Track & Field events)
Subject knowledge:
Performing sport specific
Techniques to achieve Silver Standard.
How to improve skill &
skills with precision,
Cricket
Striking & Fielding essentials for game play
develop ability
control & fluency. Can
Rounders
Striking & Fielding essentials for game play
Skills focus: Enhancing your identify their own
Lifesaving skills course
performance
personal strengths &
Forehand/backhand throwing. Catching –
Swimming
weaknesses
Frisbee
crocodile, high and low. Basic game formations.
Homework, marking and feedback: For each Area of Activity there will be an extension task (homework) to build upon the
understanding and skills which are being developed in lesson. Students are also encouraged to attend lunchtime and after school clubs
to gain further practice and assist them with their confidence to perform skills in competitive situations.
Students are given individual positive verbal feedback from their PE teacher in lessons. Students will make note their Atl, performance
level and achievement for each activity in their Passport. CAPs are awarded for excellent contribution, excellent attitude and excellent
performance. These appear as House Points.
What can parents do to help?
• Enable your child to have their PE kit ready for their lesson. Support them to become organised & independent eventually.
• Encourage your child to lead an active lifestyle.
• Encourage your child to join lunch time clubs and teams: a varied programme of lunchtime & after school clubs is on offer for all
students, plus regular fixtures are played against other schools.
Useful websites/ resources: www.kidshealth.org (section ‘Staying Healthy’ and ‘How the Body Works’), www.sportengland.org,
www.sportscoachuk.org
www.bbc.co.uk/education

Learning in Year 8

Ethics, Faith
Philosophy

Mrs V Snee

Head of Department
Content

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

Prejudice and
Discrimination

This unit explores the meaning of prejudice and
discrimination before looking at specific examples of
discrimination and key people who campaigned to
bring about change. Students will likewise be
challenged to think about how change can be
achieved today.

Write a Campaign letter or
speech to stop a type of
prejudice of your choice.

War and Peace

This unit looks at being Jewish before WW2 and then
comparing that to life during the war. The students
will look and discuss who is responsible and is it easy
to place blame. Furthermore, they will look at life
after the war and whether forgiveness is possible.
They will then look more broadly at the causes of
war, Just War Theory and pacifism.

Subject knowledge and skills:
Students will consider the cause and
effects of prejudice and
discrimination, and reflect on the
contributions of key people in fighting
against it. Students will reflect on the
effects of prejudice and the ways it
has been fought against and evaluate
how much change has been achieved.
Subject knowledge and skills:
Students will consider the causes of
war and different responses to it.
They will look at antisemitism and the
treatment of Jews in the Holocaust.
They will develop skills of empathy,
ability to analyse and evaluate
arguments, to reflect on complex
moral questions before forming and
justifying an opinion.

Crime and
Punishment

In this unit students will consider a wide range of
ethical questions concerning crime and punishment
ranging from why people might commit crime, to the
aims and forms of punishment, including different
attitudes to the death penalty.

Extended writing: “Should
the Death Penalty be
reintroduced?”

Evil and
Suffering

This unit looks at what we mean by evil and suffering
and explores the reasons for suffering before
introducing the Problem of Evil as an argument
against God’s existence. Students are then
encouraged to evaluate this, to reflect on various
positions and their implications, drawing, and
defending, their own conclusions.

Subject knowledge and skills:
Students will consider types of crime,
the aims of punishment and the
treatment of criminals. They will
develop skills of analysis and
evaluation, and develop their ability
to form and justify an argument
having considered the evidence.
Subject knowledge and skills:
Students will look at moral and
natural evil and the causes of
suffering. They will use the existence
of suffering to analyse arguments
about the existence of God. They will
form and justify their own opinion,
having weighed up the arguments to
support both sides of the debate.

Unit 4

Unit 3

Unit 2

Unit 1

Topic

Extended writing in answer
to the question: With
crimes against humanity, is
it right to forgive and
forget?

Evaluate the arguments to
write a persuasive
response to the question:
‘Does suffering prove there
is no God?’

Homework, marking and feedback: For each unit of study there will be a Home Learning Challenge which builds upon the understanding and skills
which are being developed in class. Further homework tasks will include learning the spellings and meanings of key words; research and completion of
class work. Marking and feedback of students’ work will identify what is going well, and how they can make further progress.
What can parents do to help? Watch the news and discuss what is going on in the world. Ask your child about what they are studying and discuss their
views and opinions.
Useful websites/ resources: BBC Bitesize, BBC Learning: www.bbc.co.uk/education, Channel 4 Learning: www.channel4learning.com

Learning in Year 8
Mrs J Daubney
Head of Department

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic
Food for life.

Acids and
alkali.
Sound.

Content
Investigate what our bodies need
to keep healthy and what our
digestive system does with what
goes in our mouths!
Discover the pH scale and the
reactions of different acids and
alkalis.
Investigate the properties of
sounds waves. Discover laws set
by Isaac Newton over 300 years
ago that still stand today.

Skills.

Investigate making a cup of tea,
practice equations, and
investigate food tests.

Respiration
and
breathing.

Discover what affects breathing
and respiration and the
differences between them.

Metal
reactivity

Investigate the properties of
metals and what makes metals
suitable for different roles.

Light

Investigate the properties of
light.. Discover laws set by Isaac
Newton over 300 years ago that
still stand today.

Skills.

Investigate rates of reaction,
become experts at graph drawing
and debate the plastic bag ban.

Health and
disease.

Investigate what affects our
health and how our immune
system functions to protect us.

Combustion.

Investigate environmental
changes from when the Earth was
created to now, and potential
future changes.

Forces.

Investigate the invisible world of
contact and non-contact forces
that make the world go round.

Miss R Taylor
Second in Department
Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge: Food groups, how the digestive
system works to process food. Introduction to
enzymes.
Skills focus: Recall, application of knowledge.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will investigate the
properties and reaction of acids and alkalis. They will
use word and symbol equations to represent these
reactions.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will annotate and interpret
longitudinal waves and sound waves. Pupils will
understand the use of ultrasound and echoes.
Skills focus: Pupils will understand how to write up a
practical investigation and be able to solve equations,
which may involve converting units and rearranging
equations to.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will need to learn the word
equations for both types of respiration.
Skills focus: Recall, analysis, investigation and
application.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will investigate the
properties of metals and use their findings to explain
their uses.
Skills focus: Recall, investigation and application
Subject knowledge: Pupils will annotate and interpret
transverse waves and investigate reflection, refraction
and diffraction.
Skills focus: Pupils will continue to practice
investigatory work, challenge the different types of
graph and analysis of graphs, and debate current
issues.
Subject knowledge: Students will learn about
prokaryotic cells and their interactions with us.
Skills focus: Recall, research investigation and
application
Subject knowledge: Pupils will explore issues such as
global warming and global dimming.
Skills focus: Recall, investigation and application
Subject knowledge: Pupils will learn about contact
and non-contact forces. They will work out resultant
forces and investigate the effect of forces.

Science
Assessment
Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam
style questions. Key
terminology
spelling and
definition tests.

Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam
style questions. Key
terminology
spelling and
definition tests.

Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam
style questions. Key
terminology
spelling and
definition tests.
Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam
style questions. Key
terminology
spelling and
definition tests.

Learning in Year 8
Summer 1

Skills.

Genetics and
inheritance.

Summer 2

Fluids.

Forces and
motion.
Skills.

Discover how the world moves.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will continue to practice
investigatory work and debate current issues.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will learn and research
about genes, chromosomes and DNA and the
scientists who discovered them. Genetic diseases and
inheritance will also be covered.
Skills focus: Recall, research investigation and
application.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will investigate the states
of matter and particle theory. Pupils will also
practically investigate density and pressure.

Investigate specific heat capacity
, interpret data and investigate
pond weed.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will learn about speed and
velocity and the laws of motion. Pupils will also
investigate turning forces.

Investigating growing mould,
discussing and debating IVF
treatment and investigating
Hookes law.
Genetics and variation.
Investigate what affects our
health. Discover what makes us
different and similar.
Investigate fluids.

Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam
style questions. Key
terminology
spelling and
definition tests.
Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam
style questions. Key
terminology
spelling and
definition tests.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will continue to practice
investigatory work and interpret a range of data
allowing them to access exam style questions
demanding this skill.

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be usually issued weekly, with an end of topic assessment every six week.
Homework will encompass learning work, project work, revision and practice of key questions and skills. Marking and feedback of
students work will be specific for their learning needs and allow them to make the necessary progress independently
What can parents do to help? Support your child with reading resources and revision. Talk to your child about every day applications of
science, for example, the medicines in your cabinet, pregnancy, the night sky, the danger of chemicals under the sink and the living
organisms in and around your home. Watch programmes on TV with them that are science related, discuss the issues raised.
Useful websites/ resources: http://www.schoolscience.co.uk/home, http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p,
Any KS3 Science revision guide, CGP do good ones.

Learning in Year 8

Autumn 1

Mrs J Daubney
Head of Department
Content

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

Food for life.

Investigate what our bodies need to
keep healthy and what our digestive
system does with what goes in our
mouths!
Discover the pH scale and the reactions
of different acids and alkalis.

Subject knowledge: Food groups, how the digestive
system works to process food. Introduction to enzymes.
Skills focus: Recall, application of knowledge.

Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam style
questions. Key
terminology spelling
and definition tests.

Acids and
alkali.

Autumn 2
Spring 1

Investigate the properties of sounds
waves. Discover laws set by Isaac
Newton over 300 years ago that still
stand today.

Skills.

Investigate making a cup of tea,
practice equations, and investigate
food tests.

Respiration
and
breathing.

Discover what affects breathing and
respiration and the differences
between them.

Metal
reactivity

Investigate the properties of metals
and what makes metals suitable for
different roles.

Light

Spring 2

Science

Topic

Sound.

Skills.

Investigate the properties of light..
Discover laws set by Isaac Newton over
300 years ago that still stand today.
Investigate rates of reaction, become
experts at graph drawing and debate
the plastic bag ban.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will investigate the properties
and reaction of acids and alkalis. They will use word and
symbol equations to represent these reactions.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will annotate and interpret
longitudinal waves and sound waves. Pupils will
understand the use of ultrasound and echoes.
Skills focus: Pupils will understand how to write up a
practical investigation and be able to solve equations,
which may involve converting units and rearranging
equations to.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will need to learn the word
equations for both types of respiration.
Skills focus: Recall, analysis, investigation and application.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will investigate the properties
of metals and use their findings to explain their uses.
Skills focus: Recall, investigation and application
Subject knowledge: Pupils will annotate and interpret
transverse waves and investigate reflection, refraction and
diffraction.

Health and
disease.

Investigate what affects our health and
how our immune system functions to
protect us.

Skills focus: Pupils will continue to practice investigatory
work, challenge the different types of graph and analysis
of graphs, and debate current issues.
Subject knowledge: Students will learn about prokaryotic
cells and their interactions with us.
Skills focus: Recall, research investigation and application

Combustion.

Investigate environmental changes
from when the Earth was created to
now, and potential future changes.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will explore issues such as
global warming and global dimming.
Skills focus: Recall, investigation and application

Forces.

Investigate the invisible world of
contact and non-contact forces that
make the world go round.
Investigating growing mould, discussing
and debating IVF treatment and
investigating Hookes law.
Genetics and variation. Investigate
what affects our health. Discover what
makes us different and similar.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will learn about contact and
non-contact forces. They will work out resultant forces and
investigate the effect of forces.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will continue to practice
investigatory work and debate current issues.
Subject knowledge: Pupils will learn and research about
genes, chromosomes and DNA and the scientists who
discovered them. Genetic diseases and inheritance will
also be covered.
Skills focus: Recall, research investigation and application.

Skills.
Summer 1

Miss R Taylor
Second in Department

Genetics and
inheritance.

Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam style
questions. Key
terminology spelling
and definition tests.

Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam style
questions. Key
terminology spelling
and definition tests.
Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam style
questions. Key
terminology spelling
and definition tests.

Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam style
questions. Key
terminology spelling
and definition tests.

Learning in Year 8

Summer 2

Fluids.

Forces and
motion.
Skills.

Discover how the world moves.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will investigate the states of
matter and particle theory. Pupils will also practically
investigate density and pressure.

Investigate specific heat capacity ,
interpret data and investigate pond
weed.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will learn about speed and
velocity and the laws of motion. Pupils will also investigate
turning forces.

Investigate fluids.

Modular
assessments.
Recall and exam style
questions. Key
terminology spelling
and definition tests.

Subject knowledge: Pupils will continue to practice
investigatory work and interpret a range of data allowing
them to access exam style questions demanding this skill.

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be usually issued weekly, with an end of topic assessment every six week. Homework will
encompass learning work, project work, revision and practice of key questions and skills. Marking and feedback of students work will be specific for
their learning needs and allow them to make the necessary progress independently
What can parents do to help? Support your child with reading resources and revision. Talk to your child about every day applications of science, for
example, the medicines in your cabinet, pregnancy, the night sky, the danger of chemicals under the sink and the living organisms in and around your
home. Watch programmes on TV with them that are science related, discuss the issues raised.
Useful websites/ resources: http://www.schoolscience.co.uk/home, http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p,
Any KS3 Science revision guide, CGP do good ones.

