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12 Ways to Help your Child Succeed in School
We know parenting can sometimes feel like a thankless task. Just as you do in the home environment, we
seek to guide, inspire, nurture and develop your child and we depend on your support. Whilst some of the
following tips may strike you as obvious, we hope this document, informed by international research, serves
as a helpful reminder of the value and impact that a solid partnership between parents and teachers can
have and what you as parents can do to improve your child’s life chances.
Recent studies suggest parental influence is the greatest factor in determining students’ success at school
with many suggesting 80% of a child’s achievement is based on parental inspiration.
1. Aim High. Parental expectations have a huge impact when it comes to student performance: if you
don’t expect your child to do well, your expectations will likely be met. Parents who want their
children to succeed encourage them to do more than the minimum.
2. Demonstrate a positive attitude about education. Showing our children that adults both value
education and use it in our daily lives provides them with powerful role models and contributes to
their attitude to study. Let your child see that learning doesn’t end when we leave school and that
you are still learning. Parents who share their study habits and self-improvement in terms of their
job and household responsibilities are particularly influential in inspiring their children to aim high
and focus.
3. Stick to a routine. Support your child to get organised for the following day, ensuring they have the
correct books, study file and equipment.
Tip: Student timetables can be found on Go4schools
4. Prioritise study time. All of us need down time, however as a matter of priority, homework or study
should be completed first. A quiet space (without television) and a box of supplies (paper, pens,
highlighters, ruler, etc) are helpful. By encouraging your child to get into a routine and to revisit and
re-read classwork (even when homework is not set) encourages a well-developed work ethic which
will pay dividends later in life. Good educational habits yield great academic rewards.
Tip: You can access your child’s homework and deadlines on ‘Show my Homework’
5. Distinguish study from learning. Completing a homework task can sometimes give a false impression
of success. By questioning your child on the content and returning to it days later parents can help to
ensure the learning is secure and content retained.
6. Support the school behaviour policy & sanctions. By showing that under-performance has
consequences, we aim to support your child to learn self-discipline and organisation. Very few
individuals get through school without receiving a sanction in the form of a detention or ‘compulsory
restorative session’. We ask for your support when we issue these sanctions, in order to guide your
child and best prepare them for the workplace.
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7. Encourage a reading culture at home. Great readers make good writers and both skills are essential
in order for students to access the curriculum and to develop students’ imagination, vocabulary and
all-round ability. Reading is not just for the early years of education. Reading at home, using book
vouchers as gifts or incentives, discussing books/ newspapers or visiting the library can all help to
promote reading. It is often said children spend the first several years learning to read, and the rest
of the lives reading to learn.
8. Sleep & nutrition. There is a direct link between behavioural problems in children and a lack of
sleep. By ensuring your child is well-rested, fuelled by a nutritious breakfast and hydrated, you give
them the best chance of getting the best out of a day’s learning.
9. Monitor and manage online activity. Please ensure your child’s use of social media, the internet and
television is limited to ensure they have adequate sleep and arrive at school fit for work.
10. Encourage exercise. Exercise has an amazing effect on brain function, improving cognitive function
and creativity. It also plays an important part in encouraging children to manage their mental and
physical health, providing a release for stress and promoting wellbeing.
11. Never say you are hopeless at Maths! Even if you didn’t find maths (or any other subject) easy at
school, it is important not to pass on your fear or loathing! Instead, encourage a growth mindset,
even learning maths alongside your child using cooking, shopping, memory games or maths puzzles.
12. Communicate concerns. If you suspect your child is falling behind or has a problem, contact school.
By acting quickly we can often prevent issues from escalating.
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Information for new Year 11 students
Welcome to our school
This booklet is designed to give students and parents/carers a guide to the structure of the curriculum and
what is taught in each subject in Year 11 over the course of the academic year. It also provides information
on different aspects of our school, which we hope you will find useful. If you have any questions, or require
further information, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Mrs T Wiles – Deputy Headteacher

Website:

Email us at:

www.lincolncastleacademy.co.uk

Twitter:

enquiries@lincolncastlecastleacademy.co.uk

Main telephone number:

01522 529203

@LincolnCastleAc

Facebook:

facebook.com/lincolncastleac
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Homework

Homework at Lincoln Castle Academy is set according to the learning plans for each subject and for each group
within that subject. There is no traditional homework ‘timetable’ as experience has shown us that this
approach does not lend itself to setting meaningful, diagnostic and appropriate homework. Instead having an
inflexible timetable in place can mean that homework can be set just to ‘stick to the timetable’ and not
because it is the right piece to set at the right time.
We use ‘Show My Homework’ to set our homework alongside the use of student passports. SMHW is an easy
to use online homework calendar for schools to use and students to access. Teachers set homework; this
appears on the homework calendar with all the relevant details such as deadlines and resources. Students and
parents can access this at any time via the web or their mobile phone, making homework accessible and
transparent for everyone. They can also get text reminders about what is due and when. Please see the parent
guide available on our website for more details on its use.
How successful is it in terms of learning outcomes?
Research from the Institute of Education (IOE) shows that homework plays an important role in closing the
gap between high and low-achieving learners. This is supported by the views of the Department for Education
who recognise homework is part of a good rounded education. Show My Homework reinforces this.
Surely there is no need for an online tool if teachers are allocating homework in class and students are
writing it in their progress passports?
All of our student facing staff that use Show My Homework every day do exactly that. There is a need to use
Show My Homework because it makes it very easy to provide students with a consistent message about
homework in every lesson they walk into. So whether it is period 1 or period 5, whether it is Maths or French,
students know they can access their homework via the school homework calendar. When you have this kind
of consistency, it leads to ‘Outstanding’ outcomes, which reduces homework excuses and makes everything
about homework transparent.
Students can no longer say, ‘Miss I never had enough time to write down my homework’ or ‘Sir, I lost my
worksheet you gave me in class’ and so on…
We are aiming for quick communication – one place for parents to go to and find all information. Through
SMHW, we are now able to communicate with pupils and parents in a way which supports and supplements
learning. It is accessible and transparent, allowing pupils to take further responsibility for their learning and
for parents to engage with their children in the tasks they have been set. It is incredibly useful to be able to
share files and resources with students, and provide links to websites which can enhance their understanding.
We believe such websites allow us to establish a greater sense of ownership and responsibility in our students,
and once it becomes embedded in their routine it will undoubtedly enhance their learning experience.
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Art & Design
GCSE Art

GCSE EXAM
Externally
Set
Task

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

GCSE Art is taught through project work. The course consists of internally assessed and externally moderated components.
Component1: Personal Portfolio (internally set) 60% of the qualification
Component2: Externally Set Assignment. 40% of the qualification
By the end of the course each student submits a portfolio, marked by the Department, then moderated by AQA, the examination
board.
Topic
Content
Knowledge and Skills
Assessment
Students are introduced to a past Externally Set
Task exam paper and given a choice of questions Building on knowledge and
Sketchbook and A2
PROJECT 2:
to stimulate their final personal project:
skills particularly:
sheet Portfolio
development.
• AO1 - to analyse student chosen artists that
PERSONAL
will inspire their project work.
• Observations and Ideas
PROJECT
Final Outcomes
• Drawing techniques
• AO2 - to experiment and investigate with a
variety of media and materials chosen by
• Refinement of skills in
Continues from
All Assessment
the student.
exploring materials,
Year 10
Objectives will be
techniques and
• AO3 - to produce observational drawings,
evidenced in the
different media.
research and visual ideas related to the
work and are marked
chosen theme.
• Recognising the AO’s
using the AQA GCSE
process and identifying
• AO4 - to produce a final realisation that
Art Standards.
areas for development
shows how the 4 assessment objectives
in their work.
demonstrate the creative pathway

•

•
PORTFOLIO
PREPARATION

Summer 1

•

•
•

To start their set assignment which is
externally set by AQA (examination board).
To develop one of the 10 exam paper
starting points to produce an Art project
that covers the 4 assessment objectives
below.
The final artwork will be produced under
examination conditions (10 hours).
To present and display artwork for the
portfolio ready for GCSE Art Moderation
during June.
This is an opportunity for students to reflect
on projects completed and use final time to
extend and develop work considering the 4
assessment objectives.

All Assessment Objectives
will be evidenced in the
work and are marked using
the AQA GCSE Art
Standards.

Exam Preparation in
the form of
sketchbook and A2
sheets.

Mounting of work.
Completion of all work
ready for marking and
moderation

All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the
work and are marked
using the AQA GCSE
Art Standards.

10hr EXAM FINAL
OUTCOME

Homework, marking and feedback: Each project will cover the 4 GCSE ART Assessment Objectives (AO1, 2, 3 and 4)
AO1
Analysis of artist’s work, application of their techniques and development of their work, considering artist study.
AO2
Investigation and experimentation of media and materials.
AO3
Starting point to project/observational drawing.
AO4
Final realisation developed from the 3 points made above.
What parents can do to help:
• Ensure your child has a fully stocked pencil case with HB and 2B pencils, coloured pencils, pens, ruler, rubber, sharpener and a
glue stick. Encourage your child to draw from observation and inspiration as much as possible; painting, drawing and colouring
equipment is beneficial for completing homework tasks.
• Support your child in their homework and promote the amount of time that should be spent on the task set.
• Visit art galleries and museums to expand your child’s knowledge of artwork and discuss the art and share opinions.
• We offer GCSE Art & Design clubs where students from all the Art disciplines can attend, please encourage attendance to these
Useful websites: www.tate.org.uk, www.nationalgallery.org.uk, www.saatchigallery.com, www.nmwa.org,
www.whitechapelgallery.org

Learning in Year 11
Mrs Z Innes
Head of Department

Mrs J Scott
Second in Department

Art & Design
GCSE Photography

GCSE Photography is taught through project work. The course consists of internally assessed and externally moderated components.
Component1: Personal Portfolio (internally set) 60% of the qualification
Component2: Externally Set Assignment. 40% of the qualification
By the end of the course each student submits a portfolio, marked by the Department, moderated by AQA, the examination board.

Autumn 1

Topic

PROJECT 2:
PERSONAL
PROJECT

GCSE EXAM
Externally
Set
Task

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Continues from
Year 10

Content
• AO1- To be introduced to a range of
photographers and artists and be able to
analyse their work.
• AO1 – To be able to choose an appropriate
starting point for exploration in Photography.
• AO2 - To explore a range of paper edit
techniques.
• AO2- To explore a range of digital editing
techniques (Adobe Photoshop).
• AO3 - To develop camera techniques in
composing successful photography.
• AO4 - To produce a range of edits in response
to their chosen starting point, Eg. Creative
Landscape, Colour, Interesting Portraits..
•
•

•

PORTFOLIO
PREPARATION

•

•

Knowledge and Skills
CAMERA TECHNIQUES:
• Shutter speed
• Aperture
• ISO
• Use of tripod
• Light ropes
• Lighting Studio

Assessment

DIGITAL TECHNIQUES:
• Layering
• Screen
• Opacity
• Transforming

All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work
and are marked using
the AQA GCSE
Photography Standards

To start their set assignment which is
externally set by AQA (examination board).
To develop one of the 10 exam paper starting
points to produce a Photography project that
covers the 4 assessment objectives below.
The final Photography work will be produced
under examination conditions (10 hours).

All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work
and are marked using
the AQA GCSE
Photography Standards.

Exam Preparation and
Final Outcomes are
explored via Digital
Portfolio, digital and
paper edits

To present and display Photography for the
portfolio ready for GCSE Photography
Moderation during June.
This is an opportunity for students to reflect
on projects completed and use final time to
extend and develop work in light of the 4
assessment objectives.

Selecting, printing and
mounting of most
successful edits.

All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work
and are marked using
the AQA GCSE
Photography Standards.

Completion of all work
ready for marking and
moderation

Digital Portfolio
development on
PowerPoint
Final Outcomes:
Digital & Paper Edits

10hr EXAM FINAL
OUTCOME

Homework, marking and feedback: Each project will cover the 4 GCSE Photography Assessment Objectives (AO1, 2, 3 and 4)
AO1
Analysis of photographer’s work, application of their techniques and development of ideas in light of studying their work
AO2
Investigation and experimentation of media and materials, mainly Digital Photography techniques
AO3
Starting point to project/photographs/collecting ideas and research.
AO4
Final realisation developed from the 3 points made above.
What parents can do to help:
• Encourage your child to take photos (it would be beneficial to have a DSLR camera of their own) and practice manipulating images,
as well as watching ‘You tube’ tutorials on how to use Photoshop.
• Encourage your child to utilise their USB memory stick, working on classwork at home.
• Support your child in their homework and promote the amount of time that should be spent on the task set.
• Visit art galleries and museums to expand your child’s knowledge and discuss the photography, sharing opinions.
• We offer GCSE Art & Design clubs where students from all the Art disciplines can attend, please encourage attendance to these.
Useful websites: thephotographersgallery.org.uk, npg.org.uk, theaoi.com, digital-photography-school.com,
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Art & Design

Mrs J Scott
Second in Department

GCSE Textiles

All textile artwork is taught through project work. GCSE Textiles consists of internally assessed and externally moderated components.
Component1: Personal Portfolio (internally set) 60% of the qualification
Component2: Externally Set Assignment. 40% of the qualification
By the end of the course each student submits a portfolio, marked by the Art Department to be moderated by the examination board.

Autumn 1

Topic

PROJECT 2:
NATURAL FORMS

GCSE EXAM
Externally
Set
Task

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Continues from
Year 10

Summer 1

PORTFOLIO
PREPARATION

Content
• AO1- To be introduced to a range of textiles
artists and designers and be able to analyse
their work.
• AO1- To understand how artists are inspired.
• AO2 - To explore a range of dry media and
techniques.
• AO2- To explore a range of surface decoration
techniques relating to the theme.
• AO2 - To explore textiles techniques- weaving,
free hand embroidery, applique, mixed media
layering.
• A03- Understand how artwork can be applied
to fabrics.
• AO4 - To produce a piece of soft furnishing
inspired by natural forms.
• To start their set assignment which is
externally set by AQA (examination board).
• To develop one of the 10 exam paper starting
points to produce a Textiles project that
covers the 4 assessment objectives below.
• The final Textiles piece will be produced under
examination conditions (10 hours).

Knowledge and Skills

All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work
and are marked using
the AQA GCSE Textiles
Standards.

Exam Preparation in
the form of
sketchbook and A2
sheets.

•

Mounting of work.
Completion of all work
ready for marking and
moderation

All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the
work and are marked
using the AQA GCSE
Textiles Standards.

•

To present and display artwork and textiles for
the portfolio ready for GCSE Textiles
Moderation during June.
This is an opportunity for students to reflect
on projects completed and use final time to
extend and develop artwork in light of the 4
assessment objectives.

Quilting
Free hand embroidery
Marbling
Smocking
Felting
Couching
Water colour fabric
painting

Assessment
Sketchbook and A2
sheet Portfolio
development.
Final Outcomes:
Soft Furnishings
All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the
work and are marked
using the AQA GCSE
Textiles Standards.

10hr EXAM FINAL
OUTCOME

Homework, marking and feedback: Each project will cover the 4 GCSE Textiles Assessment Objectives (AO1, 2, 3 and 4)
AO1
Analysis of artist’s work, application of their techniques and development of their work in light of studying their textiles work
AO2
Investigation and experimentation of media and materials, mainly textiles techniques
AO3
Starting point to project/observational drawing, collecting ideas and research.
AO4
Final realisation developed from the 3 points made above.
What parents can do to help:
• Ensure your child has a fully stocked pencil case with HB and 2B pencils, coloured pencils, pens, ruler, rubber, sharpener and a glue
stick. Encourage your child to draw from observation and inspiration as much as possible; painting, drawing and colouring
equipment is beneficial for completing homework tasks.
• Support your child in their homework and promote the amount of time that should be spent on the task set.
• Visit art galleries and museums to expand your child’s knowledge of textiles artwork and discuss the art and share opinions.
Useful websites:
Textileartist.org, nationalcraftanddesign.org.uk, ftmlondon.org, arttextilesmadeinbritain.co.uk
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Design & Technology

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr R Smith
Head of Department
Topic
Design and
development
R106 Coursework

OCR Cambridge National
Engineering Design

Content
Students will investigate and dissemble
a product. They will learn how the
product is manufactured and why
specific materials have been used. They
will justify the use of standard parts and
investigate assembly methods
Students will learn how produce written
specifications, identify user
requirements and understand design
briefs

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
CAD, Solidworks

Subject knowledge:
Life Cycle analysis, production costs
Skills focus
planning, independent study, practical skills

Exam questions

Design and
development
R107 Coursework

Solid works CAD drawings. Model
making, development and prototypes.

Subject knowledge:
Iterative design and CAD
Skills focus Independent study, report
writing, time management

Exam

Prototype
manufacture
R108 coursework

Practical and photo diary. Students will
record the making of their product by
producing a written report which
includes quality control measures and
alternative plans.
Revision to prepare for exam.
Revisit topics including specifications,
identify user requirements and
understand design briefs.

Subject knowledge:
Manufacturing

Preparation for
the Jan exam
R105

1.Exam
preparation
2. Complete
outstanding

Assessment
Product design
portfolio

Skills focus Independent study, report
writing and graphic communication.

Skills focus Independent study, report
writing and manufacturing techniques.
Subject knowledge:
Engineering Design theory

Design and
development
portfolio
Prototype
manufacture and
planning portfoio
Practice exam
papers .

Skills focus
Spelling, punctuation, grammar,
independent study and revision

Homework, marking and feedback
Homework will build upon the understanding and of the key skills.
What can parents do to help?
Encourage your son/daughter to attempt past papers, remain on task with their coursework, check the progress of their coursework.
Useful websites/ resources: www.technologystudent .com
www.bbc.co.uk technology
GCSE Bitesize Design Technology.
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Summer 1

GCSE Food Preparation
and Nutrition

Topic
NEA 1
Science
investigation

Content
Investigation into the working characteristics,
chemical and functional properties of
ingredients.
Revisit nutrition.

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Chemical properties of foods
Skills focus: filleting fish and
deboning chicken

Assessment
Non Exam Assessment
1 to be submitted by
October half term

NEA 2
Food
preparation
assessment

Begin portfolio of evidence based on chosen
task. Demonstrating knowledge, skills and
understanding in relation to planning,
preparation, cooking and presentation of
foods and application of nutrition related to
chosen task.
Revisit food safety.

Non Exam Assessment
2

NEA 2
Continued

Completion of portfolio. Students will
ultimately prepare, cook and present a final
menu of three dishes within a single period
of no more than three hours, planning in
advance how this will be achieved.

Subject Knowledge: Explain
the research requirements
Carry out relevant research
and analysis related to the: life
stage, dietary group or
culinary tradition
identify a range of dishes
Skills focus:
Select and justify a range of
technical skills to be used in
the making of different dishes.
Subject knowledge:
Be able to explain and justify
selected dishes with reference
to nutrition, equipment,
methods and food
provenance.
Skills focus: be able to
practically demonstrate a
range of the 12 skill groups
identified in the specification.
Subject knowledge:
Food spoilage and
contamination, enzymes.
Skills focus: practise answering
long exam questions to access
marks available.

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr R Smith
Subject Leader

Revision of all
topics covered
in preparation
for exam

Food Science
Food Provenance
Food Safety
Food Choice
Food, Nutrition and Health

Practise exam
questions

Non Exam Assessment
2
Practise exam
questions

Externally assessed
examination will take
place this term.

Homework, marking and feedback:
Students will receive guidance throughout both NEA tasks. Regular practise exam questions will take place in lessons and as homework
and will be assessed. Students are informed of the level at which they are currently working at and how they can improve to achieve
their MEG. Homework is set on a weekly basis and students are expected to spend 30- 60 minutes completing this.
What can parents do to help?
Parents and carers can encourage their child/children to be as actively involved in food preparation at home as is possible. Taking an
interest in the many food related and television programmes, watching and discussing them with your child/children can also be
useful. Support will be vital in helping to organise practical ingredients for all required lessons and ensuring that resources provided by
the department are looked after and used appropriately.
Useful websites/ resources:
British Nutrition Foundation, Food a Fact of Life, S-cool revision, BBC Bitesize, BBC Food, Jamie Home Cooking Skills, AQA
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Design & Technology

Topic
GCSE coursework
design
development

Content
Solid works CAD drawings. Model
making and prototypes.

GCSE coursework
planning and
practical task

Students will start to plan and make
the practical task set for the GCSE
assessment.

GCSE practical task

Practical and photo diary. Students
will record the making of their
product by producing a written
report which includes quality control
measures and alternative plans.

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr R Smith
Head of Department

GCSE coursework
testing and
evaluating

Summer 1

Exam preparation

Students will investigate
manufacturing the product on a
commercial scale. A range of tests
will be conducted and results
analysed. Suggestions for
improvements will be
communicated both in written for
and graphically.
Materials and their properties,
manufacturing processes, product
analysis, gears and components,
tools and power tools, sustainability
and alternative energy.

Homework, marking and feedback
Homework will build upon the understanding and of the key skills.

GCSE

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
CAD, Solidworks
Skills focus
Independent study, report
writing and graphic
communication.
Subject knowledge:
Design and make
Skills focus
planning, independent
study, practical skills
Subject knowledge:
Graphic communication

Assessment
Developed designs

Planning sheets and practical task

Practical and photo diary

Skills focus
Independent study, report
writing, time management
Subject knowledge:
Manufacturing

Testing and evaluation

Skills focus Independent
study, report writing and
manufacturing techniques.
Subject knowledge:
RM theory

Exam questions

Skills focus
Spelling, punctuation,
grammar, independent
study and revision

What can parents do to help?
Encourage your son/daughter to attempt past papers, remain on task with their coursework, check the progress of their coursework.
Useful websites/ resources: www.technologystudent .com
www.bbc.co.uk technology
GCSE Bitesize Design Technology.
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Drama

Miss C Feely
Head of Department
Topic

Autumn 1 & 2

Texts in
practice

Set text:
Blood
Brothers

Spring 1

Theatre
Review

Summer 1

Spring 2

Understanding
drama

Understanding
drama

Content
Component 3:
Research, selection and rehearsal of either a
monologue or duologue for externally examined
performance.
Rehearsals and work-in progress performance of
either a monologue or duologue which has been
previously selected
Ongoing rehearsal
Visiting examiner performance – An external
examiner will watch and grade the prepared
performances of either a monologue or duologue.
Component 1: Section B
Characteristics of performance text and dramatic
work
Exploration of the play text highlighting:
• Themes
• Social, cultural, historical and political
context
• Characters

Component 1: Section C
How meaning is interpreted and
communicated.
Performance conventions
Use of performance space and spatial
relationships on stage
Actor and audience configuration Relationships
between performers and audience
Design of sound
Performers' vocal interpretation of character
Performers' physical interpretation of character
Component 1:
Revision of Sections
A – Multiple choice
B – Four questions on a given extract from
‘Blood Brothers’.
C – One question on the work of theatre makers
in a single live production you have seen.
Component 1:
Mock examination
Summer external examination

Knowledge and Skills
Subject Knowledge: The performance
demands expected when preparing for
an externally examined performance.
Performance/technical skills,
collaborative learning and performing to
an audience.
Skills focus: Practitioner influences from
Berkoff, Brecht, Artaud, Stanislavski and
any additional practitioners researched.
Vocal skills, movement skills, ensemble
work, line-learning and character
development.

Assessment

ASSESSMENT 1:
Mock
performance of
Monologue,
duologue or
small group
performance
&
PIXL Test on
Blood Brothers
(written)

Subject Knowledge: Social, cultural, and
historical context in which the play is set.
Skills focus: Genre, structure, character,
form, style, language, sub-text, character
motivation and interaction, creation of
mood and atmosphere, development of
pace and rhythm, dramatic climax, stage
directions, practical demands of the text
Subject Knowledge: Understand
production in all its aspects.
Skills focus:
SOUND: Direction, amplification, music,
sound effects both live and recorded.
VOCAL: Accent, volume, pitch, timing,
ASSESSMENT 2:
pace, intonation, phrasing, emotional
Section C:
range, delivery of lines.
Mock (written)
PHYSICALITY: build, age, height, facial
features, movement, posture, gesture,
facial expression.
Subject Knowledge: Drama and theatre
terminology and how to use it
ASSESSMENT 3:
appropriately. Social, cultural, and
Sections A, B &
historical context in which the play is set.
C: Mock
Understand production in all its aspects.
Skills focus: Timing, retention of
(written)
information, full knowledge of set play
text.
Subject Knowledge: Drama and theatre terminology and
how to use it. Theatrical conventions of the period/context
in which the text is set. Understand production including;
performance, technical and directorial concepts.
Skills focus: Timing, retention of information, full
knowledge of set play text.

Learning in Year 11
Homework, marking and feedback: For each unit of study there will be homework set weekly which will build upon the understanding
and skills which are being developed in class. Further tasks will include memorisation of terminology and extended research on theatre
practices and practitioners. Students will be required to attend mandatory rehearsals both during and after school in order to prepare
for assessment both internally and externally marked and assessed.
What can parents do to help? Ask students if there is key knowledge/terms that they need to be learning and test them for upcoming
quizzes they will be given. Visits to the theatre which could link to the plays that they are studying would be advantageous to their
studies.
Useful websites/ resources:
Qualification specification: http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/drama/specifications/AQA-8261-SP-2016.PDF
GCSE Bitesize: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/drama/responding/checklistrev4.shtml
Key practitioners:
Steven Berkoff biography: http://www.georgedillon.com/theatre/steven_berkoff.shtml
Antonin Artaud biography: http://www.biography.com/people/antonin-artaud-9189906
Bertolt Brecht biography: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Bertolt-Brecht
Constantin Stanislavski biography: http://www.biography.com/people/constantin-stanislavski-9492018
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Mrs S White
Joint Head of
Department

Mrs S Johnson
Second in
Department

Topic

Content

Knowledge and Skills

Paper 1:
Explorations in
creative reading
and writing

Students will continue to develop skills in inference and
deduction when closely reading unseen fiction (Paper1,
Section A). These texts will act as a springboard for a
variety of written tasks (Paper 1, Section B).
The revision of the set literature texts will also provide
opportunities to build on English language skills.
In addition to the continuous development of reading
and writing skills for Paper 1, students will also analyse
challenging pieces of unseen non-fiction, in preparation
for English Language Paper 2, section A.
Using non-fiction and the set literature texts, students
will learn how to carefully craft their writing to
effectively express a point of view (Paper 2, section B).
Using specimen papers and practice exam questions,
students will continue to explore key themes, events
and characters of the set texts studied.

Subject knowledge: Poetry
Anthology (Conflict
Cluster), An Inspector
Calls, Macbeth, Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde
Skills focus Reading &
writing assessment
objectives for English
Language (see PLC)

Paper 2: Writers’
viewpoints and
perspectives

Revision of the set
texts for English
Literature
Revision

Exam skills and techniques will form the focus of the
spring and summer term. Students will continue to use
specimen examination papers for English Language and
Literature in preparation for the summer exams.

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Miss S Roberts
Joint Head of
Department

Subject knowledge: Poetry
Anthology (Conflict
Cluster), An Inspector
Calls, Macbeth, Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde
Skills focus Reading &
writing assessment
objectives for English
Language and Literature
(see PLC)

English
Assessments to
include…
English Language
Paper 1
English Language
Paper 2
(mock exam)

English Literature
Paper 2

Full mock exam

English Literature
Paper 1

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be set by the class teacher once a week through Show My Homework. However, all
pupils are strongly advised to use their own time to reread the sets texts and to use the resources section to widen their exploration of
main themes, events and characters. Work will be assessed regularly against the GCSE grades 9-1.
What can parents do to help?
Encourage your child to:
• read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts (such as newspapers, magazines and websites) in order to help prepare your
child for the unseen aspect of the English Language and Literature examinations
• use the internet to research the set texts and the AQA website to access exam material
Please support your child and encourage them to reread the set texts. We do encourage students to have their own copy of the texts so
that they can be annotated. Where possible, we will sell these texts to the students at a reduced price. However, all the set texts are
available to buy at most bookstores or on amazon.co.uk. All students are able to borrow a copy of the set texts but must not write in
them.
Useful websites/ resources:
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/English/GCSE
www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects
Study guides for the set texts and AQA Poetry Anthology: conflict cluster
Department study guides (released throughout the academic year)
Visit the library for more books and information about the set texts

Learning in Year 11
Miss D Corlett
Head of Business &
Enterprise Faculty

Term 1

Topic
Promotion

Term 2

Financial
Records

Mrs K King
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Content
Elements of the promotional mix and their purposes
Students will explore the different methods of
promotion used by enterprises, their suitability
for different sizes of enterprise, including the factors
they consider when choosing the most
appropriate.
• The use of advertising to persuade and inform.
• Advertising methods
• Sales promotion
• Personal selling
Targeting and segmenting the market
Students will consider why an enterprise targets its
market, and the impact this has on promotion.
• Types of market
• Segmenting the market to identify which customers
its promotions will target through:.
Factors influencing the choice of promotional
methods
Students will consider the factors affecting the choice
of promotional method for an enterprise.
Financial documents
• Importance to a business of accuracy when these
documents are being used.
Payment methods.
• Impact on customers and enterprises of using
different methods.
Sources of revenue and costs
• Income from sales and from assets.
• Start-up costs and running costs.
Statement of comprehensive income
Students will complete and interpret a statement of
comprehensive income using given figures,
and suggest appropriate actions.
Statement of financial position
Students will complete and interpret a statement of
financial position using given figures, and suggest
appropriate actions.
Profitability and liquidity
Students will interpret statements of comprehensive
income and of financial position to calculate ratios.

Mr T Roberts
2nd in Faculty
(Job Share)

Enterprise

Tech Award in
Enterprise

Knowledge and Skills
Subject Knowledge:
Demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of elements of
promotion and financial
records.
Skills focus: Explain , analyse
and evaluate

Assessment
ARC Assessment:

Subject Knowledge: Students
will complete, interpret and
check the information on
financial documents and
statements.
Skills focus: Define, calculating
explain, interpreting
mathematical information,
compare, assess and
demonstrate.

ARC Assessment:

Learning in Year 11

Term, 3

Financial
planning and
forecasting

Students will complete cash flow forecasts, and
investigate the effects of positive and negative cash
flow on an enterprise.
Using cash flow data
• Cash flow statement: the cash inflows and the cash
outflows over the past 12 months.
Financial forecasting
• Purpose of a cash flow forecast
Suggesting improvements to cash flow problems
• Analysis of cash flow information – considering
changes in inflows and outflows over a period and
how this affects the enterprise, considering
differences between predicted and actual cash flow.
Break-even analysis and break-even point
•Students will construct and interpret a break-even
chart, and recognise its limitations.

Subject Knowledge: Be able to
advise and provide
recommendations to a given
enterprise on ways to improve
its performance
Skills focus: Define, calculating
explain, interpreting
mathematical information,
compare, assess and
demonstrate

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued and published on SMHW as well as being recorded in the student’s
progress passport. The homework tasks will involve completion and/or research to do with each task that is set by the BTEC organisers.
This will then support the learner in class as they will be prepared for task in hand.
It is important that homework is completed on time as the teacher will move the class onto another task which will be totally different
to the previous task and it will be the assumption that homework has been completed by the learner. Failure to complete a single task
can result in the failure of the whole course.
What can parents do to help? Parents should actively encourage their children to complete their homework by monitoring homework
set via SMHW and checking their child’s progress passport. There will be deadlines for each individual task and as I mentioned earlier
failure to complete a single task can result in failure on the course.
Useful websites/ resources: Dependant on what task is being undertaken will depend on what websites to be used.
For Unit 1 http://businesseducator.weebly.com/new-unit-1-enterprise-in-the-business-world.html
For Unit 2 Finance (exam) https://www.studentstube.com/watch?v=bYWMxedTTPU
For Unit 5 http://www.slideshare.net/backpackpaul/unit-10-personal-selling-in-business-1

Learning in Year 11

Miss D Corlett
Head of Business &
Enterprise Faculty

Term 1

Topic
Ideas in
response
to a brief

Term 2

Planning
materials

Mrs K King
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Content
Responding to a brief
• Establishing the requirements of the brief
• Defining the target audience:
• Researching similar existing products to understand
the marketplace/competition
• Exploring the chosen media sector to support the
generation of ideas
o current trends in the chosen media sector.
• Theme of the brief
Generating ideas
Students will need to consider different ideas for their
product, its content and style, in order to
develop a coherent product proposal.
• Idea selection: retain, reject, combine and refine
ideas to form a chosen idea for a media product
Planning materials
Students need to produce sector-specific planning
materials that are sufficiently detailed to enable
the client to visualise the proposed product.
Managing the production process
Students will need to manage the following aspects of
the production process.
•Time management
• Copyright, clearances and permissions

Mr T Roberts
2nd in Faculty
(Job Share)

Enterprise

Tech Award in
Creative Digital
Media

Knowledge and Skills
Subject Knowledge: Develop ideas in
response to a brief.
Skills focus: Description, analysis,
verbal and written communication
and evaluation.

Assessment
Ideas Log:
Requirements of
the brief.
Target audience
Codes and
regulations
Demographics and
psychographics

Subject Knowledge: Develop planning
materials in response to a brief.
Skills focus: Description, analysis,
verbal and written communication
and evaluation.

Publishing
Planning Material:
Produce the layout
and design for the
pages of your
publishing
product.
The page layout
and design should
include:
• headlines and
straplines
• the positioning
of copy, images
and any other
assets
• notes on design
features.

Learning in Year 11

Term 3

Final Media
Product
Produce a
publishing media
product:
• create 3 pages
• include original
images and
graphics
• make
appropriate use of
innovative page
layout and design
techniques
• include written
content
appropriate to the
brief
• save the final
media product in
an appropriate
digital format.
Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued once a week and will be published on SMHW. The homework tasks will
help develop knowledge and skills that will contribute to the completion of the BTEC criteria. The homework will be a range of tasks such
as research, practice exam questions and essays. Within lessons students will be regularly assessed using a variety of methods including
verbal and written communication, their progress within assessments will be recorded in their assessment books, which are available for
parents to look at any time.
What can parents do to help? Looking at the specification will allow parents to have an insight into what their child is being taught and
the requirements of the qualification. We offer a KS4 Media Club on a Monday after school within the faculty where students have the
opportunity to come and complete any outstanding classwork/coursework or ask for help regarding any of the exam content that has
been covered. We would appreciate if parents supported the attendance of this club on a regular basis.
Useful websites/ resources: As we begin the BTEC Tech Award in Creative Digital Media it would be useful for students to do reading
around the subject in order to enhance and strengthen their subject knowledge. Recommended websites are:
http://media.edusites.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
Media
productio
n skills
and
technique
s to the
creation
of a
media
product

Students will apply production skills and techniques to
the creation of their media product within their
chosen sector through selection and use of
appropriate equipment and in response to the client’s
needs.
Monitor and review the outcomes of the production
process
Students will need to continually reflect on the
progress of their media product as they engage in
the different stages of the production process.
• Monitoring outcomes to identify strengths and
potential areas for improvement.
• Making refinements to the media product to
improve the outcome.
Combining and refining content
Students will need to edit their content together to
create a finished product for presentation to
the client.

Subject Knowledge: Apply media
production skills and techniques to
the creation of a
media product.
Skills focus: Description, analysis,
verbal and written communication
and evaluation.

Learning in Year 11

Content
Students must develop:
1) Understanding of the difference between
inbound, outbound and domestic tourists
2) Reasons behind visitors travelling,
including;
: Leisure, business and specialist travel.

Unit 1: Develop
understanding
about the industries
and key
organisations within
the travel sector and
their roles and
interrelationships.
Unit 1: Understand
the role of consumer
technology in the
travel and tourism
sector.

Unit 3: Explore the
developments that
have shaped the UK
travel & tourism
sector.

Students must develop their understanding
of:
1) The role of the travel agent/operator
2) Research the role, products and services
of named tourism and development and
promotions organisations.
3) Discuss the role of Travel professional
bodies including: ABTA, CAAM ORR, AITO.
Students will be required to examine:
1) Examples of technological advancement
used in different travel and tourism
organisations.
2) Investigate applications of technology in
visitor attractions, airports,
accommodation, mobile apps and mobile
ticketing.
Students must:
1) Develop the concept of travel agents and
tour operators.
2) Consider the lifestyle changes that have
occurred over the past 50 years and how
they impact on the travel industry.

Summer 1

Unit 3: Investigate
the issues the issues
that have impacted
on the development
of the UK travel
sector.

Summer 2

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic
Unit 1: Explore the
UK Travel sector and
its importance to
the UK economy

Spring 1

Mrs K King
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Spring 2

Miss D Corlett
Head of Business &
Enterprise Faculty

Students will need to investigate:
1) Investigate significant natural disasters
that have affected the industry.
2) Consider how currency rate issues have
affected popular destinations including:
Spain, Greece and Italy.

Revision / completing written assessments

Mr T Roberts
2nd in Faculty
(Job Share)
Knowledge and Skills
Subject Knowledge:
Detailed knowledge of
different tourist types and
their reasons for travel.
Skills focus: description,
explanation, discussion
and debate.
Subject Knowledge:
Detailed knowledge of the
role of authoritative
bodies, tour operators and
promotions organisations.
Skills focus:
Recommendations,
discussion
Subject Knowledge: Good
understanding of the
application and
development of
technology within the
travel sector.
Skills focus: Research,
identification, discussion.
Subject Knowledge:
Detailed knowledge of the
role of the travel
operators and how they
have adapted over time.
Skills focus: description,
explanation, discussion
and debate.
Subject Knowledge: Good
understanding of the
issues and impact on the
travel industry over time.
Skills focus: Research,
identification, discussion.

Enterprise

BTEC Level 2
Travel & Tourism
Assessment
Exam Question: Past paper
question related to all the
topics covered during this half
term. This will be timed and in
exam conditions.
Exam Question: Past paper
question related to all the
topics covered during this half
term. This will be timed and in
exam conditions.

Exam Question: Past paper
question related to all the
topics covered during this half
term. This will be timed and in
exam conditions.

Presentation: Detailing their
findings on legislation and
travel protection including:
ABTA, ATOL and CAA.

Report: Issues and Impacts
Students need to be able to
provide a report detailing the
links between people lives
and their expectations of a
holiday.

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued once a week and will be published on SMHW as well as being recorded in
students’ progress passports. The homework tasks will help develop students’ knowledge and skills, contributing to the completion of
Unit 1 (external exam) which students are due to sit in June 2017. The homework will be a range of tasks such as research, analysis
activities and coursework improvements
What can parents do to help? It would be helpful for parents to monitor their child’s understanding and progress within their Travel and
Tourism lessons by asking questions about their learning and encouraging them to ask for assistance if required. Also, looking at the
specification will allow parents to have an insight into what their child is being taught and the requirements of the qualification.
Useful websites: To help develop students’ skills and knowledge of this subject, it would be useful for them to do reading around the
subject. Recommended websites are: www.visitengland.co.uk, www.mapsofworld.com, www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/travel

Learning in Year 11

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mrs V Snee
Head of Humanities Faculty

Topic
Religion,
philosophy and
ethics in the
modern world
from the Christian
perspective.

Content
Relationships and Families:
• Relationships
• Men and women
• Christian understandings of equality

Religion,
philosophy and
ethics in the
modern world
from the Christian
perspective.

The existence of God:
• The question of God
• The nature of reality
• Experiencing God

Religion,
philosophy and
ethics in the
modern world
from the Christian
perspective.

Religion Peace and Conflict:
• Violence and conflict
• Peace and peacemaking
• Forgiveness and reconciliation

Religion,
philosophy and
ethics in the
modern world
from the Christian
perspective.

Dialogue within and between
religious and non-religious beliefs and
attitudes:
• Challenges for religion
• Dialogue within and between
religious groups
Dialogue within and between religious
and non-religious groups

Revision of the course content and
practice examination questions.

Ethics, Faith &
Philosophy
Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Christian beliefs about ethical and
philosophical questions.
Skills Focus:
Analysis and evaluation of differing
beliefs. The ability to support and justify
an argument.
Subject knowledge:
Christian beliefs about ethical and
philosophical questions.
Skills Focus:
Analysis and evaluation of differing
beliefs. The ability to support and justify
an argument.
Subject knowledge:
Christian beliefs about ethical and
philosophical questions.
Skills Focus:
Analysis and evaluation of differing
beliefs. The ability to support and justify
an argument.
Subject knowledge:
Christian beliefs about ethical and
philosophical questions.
Skills Focus:
Analysis and evaluation of differing
beliefs. The ability to support and justify
an argument.
Skills Focus:
Examination skills.

Assessment
ARC Assessment:
Practice exam
question, marked in
accordance with the
OCR mark scheme.
ARC Assessment:
Practice exam
question, marked in
accordance with the
OCR mark scheme.
ARC Assessment:
Practice exam
question, marked in
accordance with the
OCR mark scheme.
ARC Assessment:
Practice exam
question, marked in
accordance with the
OCR mark scheme.

ARC Assessment:
Practice exam
question, marked in
accordance with the
OCR mark scheme.

Homework, marking and feedback: For each unit of study there will be a Home Learning Challenge which builds upon the
understanding and skills which are being developed in class. Further homework tasks will include learning the spellings and meanings of
key words; research and completion of class work. Marking and feedback of students’ work will identify what is going well, and how they
can make further progress.
What can parents do to help? Check ‘Show My Homework’ to ensure homework is completed by deadlines and to a good standard.
Watch the news and discuss what is going on in the world. Ask your child about what they are studying and discuss their views and
opinions.
Useful websites/ resources:
BBC Bitesize
BBC Learning: www.bbc.co.uk/education
Channel 4 Learning: www.channel4learning.com

Learning in Year 11

Geography

Topic
Resource
Management:
Energy

Content
An overview of the global
and UK distribution of
food, energy and water
and one detailed study of
energy resource
management at different
scales.

UK Challenges

A deeper look at some of
the issues that are facing
the UK such as the
challenges from
landscapes, settlement
development and the risks
from climate change.

Knowledge and Skills
Subject Skills/ Knowledge:
1) Use and interpretation of UK and world maps
showing the distribution of resources;
2) Using different choropleth maps and data
visualisations such as Gapminder.
3) Use and interpretation of world maps showing
the distribution of energy resources
4) Use and interpretation of line graphs showing
the range of future global population
projections, and population in relation to
likely available energy resources
5) Calculation of carbon and ecological footprints
Subject Skills/ Knowledge:
Students are required to draw across their
knowledge and understanding of the UK, from the
physical and human geography drawn from
Components 1 and 2, in order to investigate a
contemporary challenge for the UK. Students are
required to have a geographical overview of the
four UK challenges in Topic 8 from which the
assessment context will be drawn.

Assessment
End of Unit Assessment
Assessing the role of nonrenewable and renewable
energy in a sustainable future.

End of Unit Assessment
Sustainable Decision Making
Exercise

Revision

Revision

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr M Lunt
Head of Department

Homework, marking and feedback: Within each unit there will be homework set which will either reinforce what was covered in the
lesson or will prepare them for a future lesson. This will include learning key words and meanings, and researching case study examples.
Work will be marked according to LCA policy and feedback will be given to help pupils improve their work and to achieve their target
grade.
What can parents do to help? Watch the news and discuss any geographical topics such as flooding on local news, migration within the
UK and urbanisation within the local area.
• Collect newspaper articles or internet news printouts of any current events such as volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, floods than
happen in the UK, hurricane events in USA.
• Check Show my Homework and ensure that homework is completed on a regular basis.
Useful websites/ resources:
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk www.gcsegeography.co.uk
BBC Bitesize
www.coolgeography.co.uk

Learning in Year 11

Health & Social Care
Content

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

RO21: Essential values of
care for use with individuals
in care settings.

Understand how to support
individuals to maintain their rights.
Understand the importance of the
values of care and how they are
applied

Subject knowledge: Know fully about equality,
diversity and rights that affect individuals and
workers in HSC settings.
Know how to apply these values for individuals
with differing needs. How to avoid
discrimination

Quizzes, tests,
written work

Spring 1

RO25: Understanding life
stages

Spring 2

BTEC

Topic

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mrs S Turner
Subject Leader

Understand the stages of
development from young
people to adulthood.
Understand the ageing
process
Know which medical
conditions may affect
progress in older adulthood

Understand how legislation impacts
on care settings
Understand how personal hygiene,
safety and security measures protect
individuals
Students will need to explore
different aspects of growth and
development across the life stages
using the physical, intellectual,
emotional and social (PIES)
classification.
Will understand how the ageing
process works and how a person’s
role in life nay change as they age

Know fully about current legislation that
promotes anti-discriminatory practice.
Know how and why HSC settings must be kept
clean, healthy and hygienic
Subject knowledge:
Understand the growth and development
across all life stages.
Consider social, cultural, economic and
emotional factors which affect development.
Verbal and written communication. Research
skills are enhanced and descriptive skills are
used. Analytical skills are developed to extend
responses

Produce written
work for LO1 and
LO2 coursework

Explore the different factors that can
affect an individual’s growth and
development.

Understand how individuals can adapt, or be
supported through changes caused by life
events.
Know fully how to create an effective support
plan for an individual with specific needs

Written documents
or PowerPoints for
LO3 coursework
Support plan for
LO4

Ba able to create support
plans

Completion of all unit and possible
resit of external examination

Verbal and written communication. Research
skills are enhanced and descriptive skills are
used.
Subject knowledge: Drawing on all unit
content

Various

Summer 2

Summer 1

RO21/22/23/25

External
assessment in
January

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued and published on SMHW. The homework tasks will be a part of their CNat coursework.
Students may need to research and read up on sections of the coursework. It is vital students complete their homework on time. This will allow the
teacher to start the next piece of work in the lesson. Failure to submit work can result in the student failing the entire course. Students are given
verbal feedback as well as written feedback and are expected to respond to the feedback according.
What can parents do to help? Discuss NHS news with their children. Check progress against set deadlines and encourage work.
Useful websites/ resources: www.equalityhumanrights.com/en , www.hse.gov.uk , www.skillsforce.org.uk/standards/care-certificate.aspx
www.nhs.uk, http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide15/factors/communication/index.asp, www.nhs.uk/conditions

www.alzheimers.org.uk

Learning in Year 11
Mrs K Edwards
Head of Department

Content
Students will study They will investigate matters which include religious
issues, especially the Catholic threat to Elizabeth’s security, relations
with Philip II of Spain, several social and economic issues, and England’s
changing relations with the wider world, including the first steps
towards the creation of a seaborne empire. It appeared unlikely to
contemporaries that the third child of Henry VIII, daughter of Anne
Boleyn, would ever succeed to the throne of England. It was the death
of
her brother at the age of 15, and of her elder sister at 42, which
propelled the 25 year old Princess Elizabeth to the throne in 1558.
Although she quickly gained the loyalty and the affection of most of her
people, many regarded rule by a woman as contrary to the natural
order.
Elizabeth inherited a country torn by religious division and decided the
issue with her settlement of 1559, which attempted to steer a middle
course in religion. She had to contend with a number of plots from
leading Catholic nobles aimed at replacing the queen with the Catholic
Mary Stuart. Elizabeth’s main concern abroad centred on relations with
Spain and Philip II, the most powerful ruler in Europe, with political,
religious and commercial rivalry leading to the Spanish Armada of 1588.
The adventures of the privateers were one feature of a new era of
exploration and discovery in late sixteenth-century Europe.
Topic one: Queen, government and religion, 1558–69
Topic two: Challenges to Elizabeth at home and abroad, 1569–88
Topic three: Elizabethan society in the Age of Exploration, 1558–88
Revision of Paper 1 + Paper 2
Revision of all the topics that have been covered so far

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Recall, select and
communicate their
knowledge and
understanding of
history.
Skills Focus: causation,
consequence,
continuity, change and
significance within an
historical context

Assessment
Describe
two
features
of…
Explain
why…
‘Statement’
How far do
you agree?
Explain
your
answer

Past exam
questions

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic
Elizabetha
n England
1558-1588

History

Homework, marking and feedback: From September until the History GCSE Examinations, students will be given revision packs and
GCSE practice questions to complete at home. Students should be spending a considerable amount of time making revision cards,
diagrams, key notes and reading up on all of the content that they will be required to know for Paper 1 and 2. Students will be
assessed regularly to measure their progress. This will normally take the form of practice and past exam questions. These will be
marked according to the Edexcel mark schemes where possible. Students will then be given clear guidance on their areas of strength
and what they need to do in order to achieve the highest marks available.
What can parents do to help? Support students by completing revision tasks with students, familiarise yourself with the exam
questions and content. Encourage students to create a revision timetable for their history examinations, as there is a lot of content
to cover across both papers. Support could also be given by testing students on their subject knowledge and their understanding of
the key content for the examinations.
Useful websites/ resources: www.historylearningsite.co.uk,
www.spartacus-educational.com , http://www.johndclare.net-

Learning in Year 11

Topic
Geometric Review,
Probability,
Sequences, Graphs

Transformations,
Similar Figures,
Functions & Graphs,
Vectors

Mrs O Wawryniuk
Second in Department

Content – Knowledge and Skills
Four rules, Inverse operations, Rounding, Estimation, Circle
nomenclature, Angles subtended at centre and circumference, Angle in
a semicircle, Angles in the same segment, Angle between radius and
chord, Angle between radius and tangent, The alternate segment
theorem, Cyclic quadrilaterals, Properties of a triangle, Properties of
quadrilaterals, Angles between intersecting and parallel lines,
Pythagoras and trigonometry, Straight line graphs, Parallel and
perpendicular lines, Parallel and perpendicular lines, The probability
Scale, Equally likely outcomes and probability, Relative frequency and
probability, Sample spaces, Venn diagrams and sets, The addition law
of probability, Tree diagrams, The multiplication law of probability and
conditional probability, Generate terms of a sequence, Special
sequences, Recall and use standard formulae, Straight line Graphs,
Areas, Gradients, Graphs of real-world contexts
Reflection, Rotation, Column Vectors, Translation, Congruent triangles,
Applying congruent triangles, Similar triangles, Volumes and surface
area calculations, Similar shapes, Exact calculations, Polynomial and
exponential functions, Functions, Graphs of equations and functions,
Vector arithmetic, Column vectors

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr M Snee
Head of Department

Foundation

Assessment
Holistic overview of classwork
and homework.

Modular Assessment

Modular Assessment

Modular Assessment

Revision and exam practice of areas identified as weaknesses.

Summer 1

Revision

Mathematics

Homework, marking and feedback:
Homework will be usually issued weekly, with an end of topic test approximately every third week. Homework will encompass learning
work, project work, revision and practice of key questions and skills. Marking and feedback of students work will be specific for their
learning needs and allow them to make the necessary progress independently in most cases.
What can parents do to help?
Support your child with calculation work and revision. Talk to your child about every day uses of Mathematics, for example, money,
measuring, recipes etc. It will also be beneficial to practice times tables with your child.
Useful websites/ resources:
BBC Bitesize, https://uk.pixl.com/math/, http://studymaths.co.uk/, http://www.mathsrevision.com/

Learning in Year 11

Topic
Circle Theorems,
Probability,
Sequences, Straight
Line Graphs, RealWorld Graphs, Non
Linear Graphs

Transformations,
Similar Figures,
Transformations of
Graphs, Functions,
Vectors

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr M Snee
Head of Department

Content – Knowledge and Skills
Four rules, Inverse operations, Rounding, Estimation, Circle
nomenclature, Angles subtended at centre and circumference, Angle in
a semicircle, Angles in the same segment, Angle between radius and
chord, Angle between radius and tangent, The alternate segment
theorem, Cyclic quadrilaterals, Angles between intersecting and
parallel lines, Properties of a triangle, Properties of quadrilaterals,
Pythagoras and trigonometry, Straight line graphs, Parallel and
perpendicular lines, Relative frequency and probability, Sample spaces,
Enumeration, Venn diagrams and sets, The addition law of probability,
Tree diagrams, The multiplication law of probability and conditional
probability, Generate terms of a sequence, Recall and use standard
formulae, Special sequences, Gradients, Graphs of real-world contexts,
Areas, Trigonometric functions, Equations of circles, Parallel and
perpendicular lines
Reflection, Rotation, Combinations of transformations, Congruent
triangles, Applying congruent triangles, Similar triangles, Enlargement,
Combinations of transformations, Exact calculations, Similar shapes,
Polynomial functions, Exponential functions, Functions, Translations
and reflections, Graphs of equations and functions, Polynomial
functions, Vector arithmetic, Column vectors, Vector arithmetic

Mathematics

Higher

Assessment
Holistic overview of classwork
and homework.

Modular Assessment

Modular Assessment

Modular Assessment

Revision and exam practice on areas identified as weaknesses.

Summer 1

Revision

Mrs O Wawryniuk
Second in Department

Homework, marking and feedback:
Homework will be usually issued weekly, with an end of topic test approximately every third week. Homework will encompass learning
work, project work, revision and practice of key questions and skills. Marking and feedback of students work will be specific for their
learning needs and allow them to make the necessary progress independently in most cases.
What can parents do to help?
Support your child with calculation work and revision. Talk to your child about every day uses of Mathematics, for example, money,
measuring, recipes etc. It will also be beneficial to practice times tables with your child.
Useful websites/ resources:
BBC Bitesize, https://uk.pixl.com/math/, http://studymaths.co.uk/, http://www.mathsrevision.com/

Learning in Year 11
Mr N Brown
Head of Department

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic
Theme 1
Identity and
culture

Theme 2:
Local,
national,
international
and global
areas of
interest.

Spring 2

Spring 1

Theme 3.
Current and
future study
and
employment

Preparation
for oral
examination
.

Mrs A Thomson
Teacher of MFL
with additional responsibilities

Content
Students will be able to answer topic questions.
Eg::
Do you get on with your family? Describe your
best friend. Is technology important? What are
the advantages and disadvantages of the internet?
How did you use technology yesterday? What is
your favourite sport and why? What did you do
last week to keep fit? What do you like to do
during your free time? What will you do this
weekend? What do you like to eat? Describe a
recent visit to a restaurant. How do you celebrate
your birthday? How did you celebrate your
birthday last year? What would be your ideal
birthday celebration?
Students will be able to answer topic questions.
Eg:
Describe your town. What are the advantages and
disadvantages of living there? What is there for
young people? How would you change your town?
Where do you normally go on holiday? Where did
you go last year? Where do you plan to go this
year? Is it important to recycle and why? Is the
protection of the environment the responsibility of
young people? What do you plan to do to help the
environment?
Students will be able to answer topic questions: Eg:
What is your opinion on school subjects and why?
Describe your school. What do you do to earn
money?
Is it difficult to find part time work? Why? What
would be your ideal part time job? What did you
do for your work experience? What was your
opinion of work experience? What are your skills
and qualities? What skills are necessary for your
ideal job? What would you like to study next year?
What would you like to do after sixth form? What
kind of career would you like? Do you think it is
difficult to find a good career? Is it more important
to have qualifications or experience?
Students will prepare and practise role plays and
photo cards. In addition they will prepare oral
presentations for each topic, focusing on correct
pronunciation, content, correct use of verb tenses.

Modern Foreign
Languages

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for theme 1
topics. Past, present, future
and conditional tenses.
Skills focus Listening,
Speaking, Reading, Writing.

Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for theme 2, skills,
opinions, past, present, future
and conditional tenses.
Skills focus Listening,
Speaking, Reading, Writing.

Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for study and
career plans, present and
conditional tenses.
Skills focus Listening,
Speaking, Reading, Writing.

Subject knowledge:
Prepared Speaking tasks for
all topics, past, present and
conditional tenses.
Skills focus, Speaking,

GCSE French

Assessment
ARC Assessment:
Students are assessed
using exercises in
Listening, Speaking,
Reading and Writing about
the term’s topics without
reference to notes.

ARC Assessment:
Students are assessed
using exercises in
Listening, Speaking,
Reading and Writing about
the term’s topics without
reference to notes.

ARC Assessment:
Students are assessed
using exercises in
Listening, Speaking,
Reading and Writing about
the term’s topics without
reference to notes.

ARC Assessment:
Students are assessed
using exercises particularly
in Speaking, Reading and
Writing about the term’s
topics without reference
to notes.

Summer 1

Learning in Year 11
Topic
revision and
exam
practice.

Thorough revision of each GCSE topic and practise
for the Listening, Reading and Writing papers.
Including, identification and use of verbs linked to
specific topics including identification of all tenses,
phrases which cross the topics. Techniques
specific to the higher grade questions.

Subject knowledge:
Environment vocabulary,
verbs linked to topic, issues,
past, present and future
tenses.

ARC Assessment:
Students are assessed
using exercises in
Listening, Reading and
Writing about the term’s
topics without reference
to notes.

Skills focus Listening, Reading,
Writing.
Homework, marking and feedback: Students in years 11 can expect homework which requires them to learn paragraphs relating to the
current topic of study using a variety of tenses and offering their own opinions. They will need to do this in both the Speaking and
Writing skills. In addition, they must learn new vocabulary regularly which will help them when they are practising the Listening and
Reading exercises. Students will be given exam style questions to attempt for homework. All four skills will be assessed during each
term.
What can parents do to help? Help your child to learn their new vocabulary by testing them at home, the more they manage to master
in bite size pieces, the easier they will find their lesson work. It is important that they can spell the vocabulary correctly and pronounce
it accurately so encourage them to practise ‘out loud’. You can support your child by listening to them vocalise their new vocabulary
and ‘testing’ them at home, even if you don’t speak the language, helping your child to practise can be of enormous benefit. They will
also need to apply this same methodology when they learn extended paragraphs for Writing and Speaking coursework. Your support in
encouraging students to attend catch-up sessions or additional support as appropriate would be extremely useful. Parents are usually
informed of these sessions by letter.
Useful websites/ resources: Useful websites/ resources: Useful websites/ resources: www.linguascope.com Username: lca, Password:
scope19 (Access for Spanish and French) www.memrise.com

Learning in Year 11
Mr N Brown
Head of Department

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic
Theme 1
Identity and
culture

Theme 2:
Local,
national,
international
and global
areas of
interest.
Theme 3.
Current and
future study
and
employment..

Summer 1

Spring 2

Preparation
for oral
examination.

Topic revision
and exam
practice.

Mrs A Thomson
Teacher of MFL
with additional responsibilities

Modern Foreign
Languages

Content
Students will be able to answer topic questions. Eg:
Do you get on with your family? Describe your best friend.
Is technology important? What are the advantages and
disadvantages of the internet? How did you use technology
yesterday? What is your favourite sport and why? What did
you do last week to keep fit? What do you like to do during
your free time? What will you do this weekend? What do you
like to eat?
Describe a recent visit to a restaurant. How do you celebrate
your birthday? How did you celebrate your birthday last year?
What would be your ideal birthday celebration?
Students will be able to answer topic questions. Eg:
Describe your town. What are the advantages and
disadvantages of living there? What is there for young people?
How would you change your town? Where do you normally go
on holiday? Where did you go last year? Where do you plan
to go this year? Is it important to recycle and why? Is the
protection of the environment the responsibility of young
people? What do you plan to do to help the environment?

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for theme
1 topics. Past, present,
future and conditional
tenses.
Skills focus Listening,
Speaking, Reading,
Writing.

Students will be able to answer topic questions: Eg:
What is your opinion on school subjects and why? Describe
your school. What do you do to earn money? Is it difficult to
find part time work? Why? What would be your ideal part
time job? What did you do for your work experience? What
was your opinion of work experience? What are your skills and
qualities? What skills are necessary for your ideal job? What
would you like to study next year? What would you like to do
after sixth form? What kind of career would you like? Do you
think it is difficult to find a good career? Is it more important
to have qualifications or experience?
Students will prepare and practise role plays and photo cards.
In addition they will prepare oral presentations for each topic,
focusing on correct pronunciation, content, correct use of verb
tenses.

Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for study
and career plans,
present and
conditional tenses.
Skills focus Listening,
Speaking, Reading,
Writing.

Thorough revision of each GCSE topic and practise for the
Listening, Reading and Writing papers. Including, identification
and use of verbs linked to specific topics including
identification of all tenses, phrases which cross the topics.
Techniques specific to the higher grade questions.

Subject knowledge:
Environment
vocabulary, verbs
linked to topic, issues,
past, present and
future tenses.
Skills focus Listening,
Reading, Writing.

Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for theme
2, skills, opinions, past,
present, future and
conditional tenses.
Skills focus Listening,
Speaking, Reading,
Writing.

Subject knowledge:
Prepared Speaking
tasks for all topics,
past, present and
conditional tenses.
Skills focus, Speaking,

GCSE Spanish
Assessment
ARC Assessment:
Students are
assessed using
exercises in Listening,
Speaking, Reading
and Writing about
the term’s topics
without reference to
notes.
ARC Assessment:
Students are
assessed using
exercises in Listening,
Speaking, Reading
and Writing about
the term’s topics
without reference to
notes.
ARC Assessment:
Students are
assessed using
exercises in Listening,
Speaking, Reading
and Writing about
the term’s topics
without reference to
notes.
ARC Assessment:
Students are
assessed using
exercises particularly
in Speaking, Reading
and Writing about
the term’s topics
without reference to
notes.
ARC Assessment:
Students are
assessed using
exercises in Listening,
Reading and Writing
about the term’s
topics without
reference to notes.

Homework, marking and feedback: Students in years 11 can expect homework which requires them to learn paragraphs relating to the current topic of
study using a variety of tenses and offering their own opinions. They will need to do this in both the Speaking and Writing skills. In addition, they must
learn new vocabulary regularly which will help them when they are practising the Listening and Reading exercises. Students will be given exam style
questions to attempt for homework. All four skills will be assessed during each term.

Learning in Year 11
What can parents do to help? Help your child to learn their new vocabulary by testing them at home, the more they manage to master in bite size pieces,
the easier they will find their lesson work. It is important that they can spell the vocabulary correctly and pronounce it accurately so encourage them to
practise ‘out loud’. You can support your child by listening to them vocalise their new vocabulary and ‘testing’ them at home, even if you don’t speak the
language, helping your child to practise can be of enormous benefit. They will also need to apply this same methodology when they learn extended
paragraphs for Writing and Speaking coursework. Your support in encouraging students to attend catch-up sessions or additional support as appropriate
would be extremely useful. Parents are usually informed of these sessions by letter.
Useful websites/ resources: www.linguascope.com Username: lca, Password: lingua18(Access for Spanish and French)
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/

Learning in Year 11

Music

Mrs S Noble
Head of Department

Coursework September - April

Topic
Composition
&
Performance

Knowledge and Skills
Subject Knowledge: Composition,
developing and extending a
musical idea.

Students will have one lesson per week to complete
their composition coursework in response to the brief
released by AQA at the end of September (15% of
grade).

Skills focus: Composition &
Performance

Assessment
Assessment:
Assessment against
the AQA marking
guide. All marking
will be subject to
AQA moderation

Students should attend Composition Coursework
sessions every Thursday after school to enable them
to make rapid progress and improvements in
response to feedback.
Students will have until Term 4 to submit their solo
and ensemble performances (minimum of 4 minutes).
They should work closely with their instrumental
teacher and complete recordings alongside their
ABRSM exams if applicable.
Popular
Music

Students will explore the wider content of Popular
Music including Voices in Pop; Instruments of Pop;
Rock ‘n’ Roll; Rock Music; Pop Music of 1990s+;
Musicals; Film Music and Game Music.

Autumn 1

Alongside this they will complete regular recap
activities designed to improve their retention of the
set Study pieces covered in year 10. They will
continue to develop good exam technique by applying
their knowledge and understanding to specimen exam
questions, and improve their understanding of how to
write a good extended answer.
Western
Classical
Tradition
1650 - 1910

Autumn 2

Content
Students will be expected to submit their final Free
Composition Coursework no later than the end of
September.

Students will explore the wider content of the
Western Classical Tradition 1650-1910 including
Baroque structures and melody patterns; Choral
Music; Operas & Oratorios; Handel; Classical
Orchestra; Classical Style & Structures; Mozart;
Beethoven; Romantic Period; Chopin; Schumann and
Requiems.
Alongside this they will complete regular recap
activities designed to improve their retention of the
set Study pieces covered in year 10. They will
continue to develop good exam technique by applying
their knowledge and understanding to specimen exam
questions, and improve their understanding of how to
write a good extended answer.

Subject Knowledge: Key musical
features of different Popular music
styles. Study Pieces from The
Beatles, Haydn, Santana and
Copland.
Skills focus: Listening, Analysing,
Applying, Writing

Subject Knowledge: Key musical
features of different Traditional
Western Classical music styles.
Study Pieces from The Beatles,
Haydn, Santana and Copland.
Skills focus: Listening, Analysing,
Applying, Writing

Assessment:
Section B exam
style questions
focusing on the
Santana study
pieces, as well as
AoS unfamiliar
listening tasks.

Assessment:
Section B exam
style questions
focusing on the
Santana study
pieces, as well as
AoS unfamiliar
listening tasks.

Spring 2

Revision and
exam
preparation

Summer 1

Learning in Year 11

Performance
Coursework
Deadline
(30% of final
grade)

Students will complete revision activities planned to
match their emerging needs in preparation for the
Listening exam (60£ of final grade)

Subject knowledge:
How to answer an exam question
successfully.
Skills focus
Listening, analysing, and writing.

Assessment:
Specimen exam
papers.
Teacher assessed
Performance
coursework grade
(submitted to AQA)

Homework, marking and feedback: Year 11 students can expect one piece of homework per week as a minimum, alongside their regular
instrumental practise routine (at least 20 minutes per day, 5 times per week). Homework will include theory-based tasks, revision,
composition and listening work. They should also attend Music Theory Club until they have at least passed their ABRSM Grade 1 Theory
exam, after which students may choose, however it is worth noting that students wishing to proceed above Grade 5 on their ‘instrument’
with ABRSM require Grade 5 Music Theory (equivalent points to a GCSE qualification) and students who may be considering studying
Music at KS5 should see Grade 5 Music Theory as a huge advantage.
What can parents do to help? Encourage your child to adopt a daily practise routine whereby they practise at the same time every day,
try to make this something they can do uninterrupted and be positive! Prompt your child to log in to the MusicFirst app (see below) even
when they don’t have homework set on it – the more they do, the better their understanding of vocabulary and its application will be: we
reward the highest points earners on a weekly basis! Talk about any music you hear whether it be on the radio, T.V. or just the household
music collection, encouraging them to give their opinions or describe what they hear. Seize any opportunities to see live music, The Drill
Hall in Lincoln have a regular programme of music to enjoy, including lunch time recitals at the weekend which are free! Encourage your
child to attend any after school sessions that the teacher feels are necessary throughout the duration of the course, particularly in the
Summer term where after school composition classes will run every Thursday to support coursework completion. Encourage your child
to be involved in all types of music making, including school music groups and concerts.
Useful websites/ resources: The music department has purchased a subscription to the MusicFirst app: this is an amazing app that will
support pre-reading for the lesson, contains detailed information on the compulsory study pieces and has numerous lessons and tests,
which if completed, will strengthen the full breadth of your child’s musical knowledge and understanding. All students have a unique log
in written in their planner, the website to access the app is https://lincolncastle.musicfirst.co.uk/app, please let Mrs Noble know ASAP if
you have trouble accessing this. In addition to the app, access to YouTube is brilliant as students have a huge resource of listening material
free of charge. Homework will often direct them to music to listen to. The CGP study guides ‘GCSE AQA Music for the Grade 9-1 Exams’
is extremely useful as it also contains a CD – this is distributed to students on receipt of a ‘care’ note. BBC Bitesize has a range of Music
Theory chapters to support students in understanding how music is written.

Learning in Year 11

Physical Education

Miss A Dooley
Head of Department

Autumn 1

Topic
Sports Leadership

Sport and the media

Autumn 2

Sports Leadership
Sport and the media

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Sports Leadership –
planning
Sport and the media
- coursework
Sports Leadership –
leading &
evaluating
Sport and the media
– coursework

Content
Personal qualities, styles, roles &
responsibilities associated with
effective sports leadership.
Relationship between sport and
the media

Able to plan a sports activity
session
Able to evaluate media coverage
in sport
Able to plan a sports activity
session. Practice delivery of a
sports activity session
Assignment – Sport & Media
Forum presentation
Able to deliver a sports activity
session. Able to evaluate own
performance in delivering a sports
activity session.
Assignment – Sport & Media
Forum presentation

Sports Science

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Defining & explaining.
Skills focus
How to answer exam
type questions.
Re-evaluate practical
performance potential
Subject knowledge:
Defining, explaining &
applying to practical
performance
Skills focus
Re-evaluate practical
performance potential
Subject knowledge:
Defining & explaining.
Skills focus
How to critically
evaluate to enhance
performance.

Assessment
Peer/teacher observations
Diary entries
Video observations
Witness statements

Subject knowledge:
Defining, explaining &
applying to practical
performance
Skills focus Answering
exam type questions

Peer/teacher observations
Diary entries
Video observations
Witness statements
Presentation

Peer/teacher observations
Diary entries
Video observations
Witness statements

Peer/teacher observations
Diary entries
Video observations
Witness statements
Presentation

Contemporary
issues in sport –
revision if needed

Contemporary
issues in sport –
exam resit if needed
Homework, marking and feedback:
There will be an extension task (homework) to build upon the understanding and skills which are being developed in lesson. Students
are also encouraged to attend lunchtime and after school clubs to gain further practical practice and assist them with their confidence to
perform skills in competitive situations for the expected level at GCSE.
Students are given individual positive verbal feedback from their PE teacher in lessons.
Students will make note of their Atl, performance level and achievement for each activity.
CAPs are awarded for excellent contribution, excellent attitude and excellent performance.
What can parents do to help?
• Encourage your child to use the websites above
• Use the Revision Guide and workbook to complete
• Encourage your child to join lunch time clubs and teams: a varied programme of lunchtime clubs is on offer for all students, plus
regular fixtures are played against other schools after school hours
Useful websites/ resources:
SMHW, www.sportengland.org, www.sportscoachuk.org, www.bbc.co.uk/education

Learning in Year 11

Autumn 1

Mrs J Daubney
Head of Department
Topic
Ecology

Content
Includes how communities
interact and how to study
them

Chemistry of the
atmosphere

This looks at the atmosphere
since the formation of the
Earth to today and covers the
theories about how it
developed. Look at how
plants produced the oxygen
rich atmosphere of today.
Also the cover the human
impact on the atmosphere
and its link with global
warming.
Includes magnetic fields and
forces, motors and
transformers.

Magnetism and
electromagnetism

Miss R Taylor
Second in Department
Knowledge and Skills
Pupils will learn about adaptations, interdependence and
competition. Pupils will learn about the levels of
organisation within an ecosystem, the cycling of
materials, biodiversity, waste management, and global
warming.
Pupils will learn the structure, makeup and timeline of the
Earth and how it has changed and the human effect on
this over time. Pupils look at the development of plant life
and evolution and the timeline and how the production of
oxygen occurred and its impact on the Earth and
atmosphere along with human impact.
Pupils will learn about The Electromagnetic spectrum, its
applications and dangers.
Pupils will learn about permanent and induced
magnetism, magnetic forces and magnetic fields.
Electromagnetism, The Motor effect and Fleming’s left
hand rule. They will also learn how to build an electric
motor.
Investigation, evaluation and explaining data.
Using apparatus safely, calculating Rf values, handling
gases and chemical safely.
Investigating the factors that affect the strength of an
electromagnet, linking properties of magnets to their
uses, using Fleming’s left hand model for the motor effect
and drawing magnetic fields.

Science
Assessment
Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

Autumn 2

Learning in Year 11
Ecology

Includes how communities
interact and how to study
them

Using resources

This looks at the Earth’s
resources, where and how we
get them. It covers finite
resources and how we can
improve sustainability. Look in
great detail at our most
precious resource, water its
journey and processes
involved. Finally look at
metals like copper, recycling
and Life Cycle Assessments.

Magnetism and
electromagnetism

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Includes magnetic fields and
forces, motors and
transformers.

Revision and
preparing for the
summer exams

This term, pupils will prepare
themselves for the external
exams with focussed revision
sessions, walking talking
mocks and plenty of exam
practice.

Revision and
preparing for the
summer exams

This term, pupils will prepare
themselves for the external
exams with focussed revision
sessions, walking talking
mocks and plenty of exam
practice.

Pupils will learn about adaptations, interdependence and
competition. Pupils will learn about the levels of
organisation within an ecosystem, the cycling of
materials, biodiversity, waste management, and global
warming.

Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

Pupils look at types of resources and human uses of them.
Also how/why the resources are finite and limited, The
processes involved in producing and treating water. Life
cycle assessment and recycling.
Pupils will learn about permanent and induced
magnetism, magnetic forces and magnetic fields.
Electromagnetism, The Motor effect and Fleming’s left
hand rule. They will also learn how to build an electric
motor.
Investigation, evaluation and explaining data.
Using apparatus safely, calculating Rf values, handling
gases and chemical safely.
Investigating the factors that affect the strength of an
electromagnet, linking properties of magnets to their
uses, using Fleming’s left hand model for the motor effect
and drawing magnetic fields.
Subject knowledge:
The whole content of GCSE Science either combined
Science or Separate Sciences.
Structured revision will be carried out of all the unit 1 and
unit 2 content, inclusive of required practical work. Pupils
will also be working on past papers and exam question
breakdown allowing them to maximise the marks they
can obtain in their real exams.
Subject knowledge:
The whole content of GCSE Science either combined
Science or Separate Sciences.
Structured revision will be carried out of all the unit 1 and
unit 2 content, inclusive of required practical work. Pupils
will also be working on past papers and exam question
breakdown allowing them to maximise the marks they
can obtain in their real exams.

Formal mock
exams on
most of the
content
taught over
the past 2-3
years
Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

student specific learning and revision

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued weekly, sometimes twice or even three times a week as your child has 2
or even 3 teachers if they are studying separate GCSE science. There will be an end of topic assessment every six week. Homework will
encompass learning work, project work, revision and practice of exam questions and skills. Marking and feedback of students work will
be specific for their learning needs and allow them to make the necessary progress independently
What can parents do to help? Your child is studying AQA GCSE Science and therefore it is vital that they are studying regularly. Check
Your child is studying AQA GCSE Science and therefore it is vital that they are studying regularly. Support your child with reading
resources and revision. Talk to your child about every day applications of science, for example, drugs, fertility, space, different materials
and their uses and the living organisms in and around your home. Watch programmes on TV with them that are science related, discuss
the issues raised.
Useful websites: http://www.schoolscience.co.uk/home, http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/, http://www.s-cool.co.uk/,
http://www.creative-chemistry.org.uk/, http://www.my-gcsescience.com/,
Revision guides by CGP (Make sure they are AQA Combined Science 1-9 or Biology, Chemistry and Physics if studying all 3 Science GCSEs)

