2019-2020

Learning in Year 9

Learning in Year 9

12 Ways to Help your Child Succeed in School
We know parenting can sometimes feel like a thankless task. Just as you do in the home environment, we
seek to guide, inspire, nurture and develop your child and we depend on your support. Whilst some of the
following tips may strike you as obvious, we hope this document, informed by international research, serves
as a helpful reminder of the value and impact that a solid partnership between parents and teachers can
have and what you as parents can do to improve your child’s life chances.
Recent studies suggest parental influence is the greatest factor in determining students’ success at school
with many suggesting 80% of a child’s achievement is based on parental inspiration.
1. Aim High. Parental expectations have a huge impact when it comes to student performance: if you
don’t expect your child to do well, your expectations will likely be met. Parents who want their
children to succeed encourage them to do more than the minimum.
2. Demonstrate a positive attitude about education. Showing our children that adults both value
education and use it in our daily lives provides them with powerful role models and contributes to
their attitude to study. Let your child see that learning doesn’t end when we leave school and that
you are still learning. Parents who share their study habits and self-improvement in terms of their
job and household responsibilities are particularly influential in inspiring their children to aim high
and focus.
3. Stick to a routine. Support your child to get organised for the following day, ensuring they have the
correct books, study file and equipment.
Tip: Student timetables can be found on Go4schools
4. Prioritise study time. All of us need down time, however as a matter of priority, homework or study
should be completed first. A quiet space (without television) and a box of supplies (paper, pens,
highlighters, ruler, etc) are helpful. By encouraging your child to get into a routine and to revisit and
re-read classwork (even when homework is not set) encourages a well-developed work ethic which
will pay dividends later in life. Good educational habits yield great academic rewards.
Tip: You can access your child’s homework and deadlines on ‘Show my Homework’
5. Distinguish study from learning. Completing a homework task can sometimes give a false impression
of success. By questioning your child on the content and returning to it days later parents can help to
ensure the learning is secure and content retained.
6. Support the school behaviour policy & sanctions. By showing that under-performance has
consequences, we aim to support your child to learn self-discipline and organisation. Very few
individuals get through school without receiving a sanction in the form of a detention or ‘compulsory
restorative session’. We ask for your support when we issue these sanctions, in order to guide your
child and best prepare them for the workplace.
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7. Encourage a reading culture at home. Great readers make good writers and both skills are essential
in order for students to access the curriculum and to develop students’ imagination, vocabulary and
all-round ability. Reading is not just for the early years of education. Reading at home, using book
vouchers as gifts or incentives, discussing books/ newspapers or visiting the library can all help to
promote reading. It is often said children spend the first several years learning to read, and the rest
of the lives reading to learn.
8. Sleep & nutrition. There is a direct link between behavioural problems in children and a lack of
sleep. By ensuring your child is well-rested, fuelled by a nutritious breakfast and hydrated, you give
them the best chance of getting the best out of a day’s learning.
9. Monitor and manage online activity. Please ensure your child’s use of social media, the internet and
television is limited to ensure they have adequate sleep and arrive at school fit for work.
10. Encourage exercise. Exercise has an amazing effect on brain function, improving cognitive function
and creativity. It also plays an important part in encouraging children to manage their mental and
physical health, providing a release for stress and promoting wellbeing.
11. Never say you are hopeless at Maths! Even if you didn’t find maths (or any other subject) easy at
school, it is important not to pass on your fear or loathing! Instead, encourage a growth mindset,
even learning maths alongside your child using cooking, shopping, memory games or maths puzzles.
12. Communicate concerns. If you suspect your child is falling behind or has a problem, contact school.
By acting quickly we can often prevent issues from escalating.
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Information for new Year 9 students

Welcome to our school

This booklet is designed to give students and parents/carers a guide to the structure of the curriculum and
what is taught in each subject in Year 9 over the course of the academic year. It also provides information
on different aspects of our school, which we hope you will find useful. If you have any questions, or require
further information, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Mrs T Wiles – Deputy Headteacher

Website:

Email us at:

www.lincolncastleacademy.co.uk

Twitter:

enquiries@lincolncastlecastleacademy.co.uk

Main telephone number:

01522 529203

@LincolnCastleAc

Facebook:

facebook.com/lincolncastleac
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Homework

Homework at Lincoln Castle Academy is set according to the learning plans for each subject and for each group
within that subject. There is no traditional homework ‘timetable’ as experience has shown us that this
approach does not lend itself to setting meaningful, diagnostic and appropriate homework. Instead having an
inflexible timetable in place can mean that homework can be set just to ‘stick to the timetable’ and not
because it is the right piece to set at the right time.
We use ‘Show My Homework’ to set our homework alongside the use of student passports. SMHW is an easy
to use online homework calendar for schools to use and students to access. Teachers set homework; this
appears on the homework calendar with all the relevant details such as deadlines and resources. Students and
parents can access this at any time via the web or their mobile phone, making homework accessible and
transparent for everyone. They can also get text reminders about what is due and when. Please see the parent
guide available on our website for more details on its use.
How successful is it in terms of learning outcomes?
Research from the Institute of Education (IOE) shows that homework plays an important role in closing the
gap between high and low-achieving learners. This is supported by the views of the Department for Education
who recognise homework is part of a good rounded education. Show My Homework reinforces this.
Surely there is no need for an online tool if teachers are allocating homework in class and students are
writing it in their progress passports?
All of our student facing staff that use Show My Homework every day do exactly that. There is a need to use
Show My Homework because it makes it very easy to provide students with a consistent message about
homework in every lesson they walk into. So whether it is period 1 or period 5, whether it is Maths or French,
students know they can access their homework via the school homework calendar. When you have this kind
of consistency, it leads to ‘Outstanding’ outcomes, which reduces homework excuses and makes everything
about homework transparent.
Students can no longer say, ‘Miss I never had enough time to write down my homework’ or ‘Sir, I lost my
worksheet you gave me in class’ and so on…
We are aiming for quick communication – one place for parents to go to and find all information. Through
SMHW, we are now able to communicate with pupils and parents in a way which supports and supplements
learning. It is accessible and transparent, allowing pupils to take further responsibility for their learning and
for parents to engage with their children in the tasks they have been set. It is incredibly useful to be able to
share files and resources with students, and provide links to websites which can enhance their understanding.
We believe such websites allow us to establish a greater sense of ownership and responsibility in our students,
and once it becomes embedded in their routine it will undoubtedly enhance their learning experience.
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Mrs Z Innes
Head of Department

Mrs J Scott
Second in Department

Art & Design

GCSE Art

GCSE Art is taught through project work. The course consists of internally assessed and externally moderated components.
Component1: Personal Portfolio (internally set) 60% of the qualification
Component2: Externally Set Assignment. 40% of the qualification
By the end of the course each student submits a portfolio, marked by the Department, then moderated by AQA, the examination board.

Project 1
TOWARDS
ABSTRACTION
NATURAL
FORMS

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic

Content
To develop an understanding of a GCSE project
including gaining knowledge and applying the 4
assessment objectives to their own artwork:
•

AO3 - to develop students observational
drawing skills/techniques studying a range of
natural objects.
• AO2 – to gain experience and to experiment
and investigate in a variety of techniques,
media and materials.
• AO1 - to develop students’ ability to analyse
the work of a variety of artists that will inspire
them in their creative journey – Georgia
O’Keefe, Karl Blossfeldt.
• AO4 - to produce a final realisation that
shows how the 4 assessment objectives
demonstrate the creative pathway.
To gain an understanding of their own identity:

Knowledge and Skills
Drawing techniques
Observational drawing
Research of artists
Analysis of artists
Investigation and
experimentation of media
Development of ideas
Production of final
realisation
Painting techniques
Printing techniques – lino
and collagraph
3D – clay, wire, modroc

Assessment
Sketchbook and A2 sheet
Portfolio development.
Final Outcomes:
Georgia O’Keefe inspired
painting.
Karl Blossfeldt inspired
mixed media piece.
Lino printing
Collagraph printing
3D
All Assessment
Objectives will be
evidenced in the work
and are marked using the
AQA GCSE Art Standards.

As above appropriate to
student led and teacher
guided choices for
investigating materials and
exploring ideas.

Sketchbook and A2 sheet
Portfolio development.
AO1 - to demonstrate their identity through
their artwork inspired by others.
WHO, WHAT,
Final Outcomes:
• AO3 - to produce observational drawings of
WHERE AM I?
Portrait piece
features, portraits, surroundings and life.
Research
of
artists
generally
• AO1 - to analyse student chosen artists that
led by student, but could
IDENTITY
All Assessment
will inspire their project work.
include:
Objectives will be
• AO2 - to experiment and investigate with a
evidenced in the work
variety of media and materials chosen by the
Modigliani
Picasso
and are marked using the
student.
Van Gogh
Guy Denning AQA GCSE Art Standards.
• AO4 - to produce a final realisation that
shows how the 4 assessment objectives
Abstract portraiture
demonstrate the creative pathway.
Homework, marking and feedback: Each project will cover the 4 GCSE ART Assessment Objectives (AO1, 2, 3 and 4)
AO 1
Analysis of artist’s work, application of their techniques and development of their work, considering artist study.
AO2
Investigation and experimentation of media and materials.
AO3
Starting point to project/observational drawing.
AO4
Final realisation developed from the 3 points made above.
•

Summer 2

Summer 1

PROJECT 2:

What parents can do to help:
• Ensure your child has a fully stocked pencil case with HB and 2B pencils, coloured pencils, pens, ruler, rubber, sharpener and a glue
stick. Encourage your child to draw from observation and inspiration as much as possible; painting, drawing and colouring
equipment is beneficial for completing homework tasks.
• Support your child in their homework and promote the amount of time that should be spent on the task set.
• Visit art galleries and museums to expand your child’s knowledge of artwork and discuss the art and share opinions.
• We offer GCSE Art & Design clubs where students from all the Art disciplines can attend, please encourage attendance to these
Useful websites: www.tate.org.uk, www.nationalgallery.org.uk, www.saatchigallery.com, www.nmwa.org, www.whitechapelgallery.org
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Art & Design

GCSE Photography

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

GCSE Photography is taught through project work. The course consists of internally assessed and externally moderated components.
Component1: Personal Portfolio (internally set) 60% of the qualification
Component2: Externally Set Assignment. 40% of the qualification
By the end of the course each student submits a portfolio, marked by the Department, then moderated by AQA, the examination
board.
Topic
Content
Knowledge and Skills
Assessment
• AO1- To be introduced to a range of
photographers and artists and be able to
PROJECT 1:
CAMERA & DIGITAL TECHNIQUES:
analyse their work.
• Saving shots and creating
• AO1- To understand how photographers
INTRODUCTION
folders, being organised!
are inspired.
TO
• Creating successful
• AO2 - To explore a range of paper edit
PHOTOGRAPHY
Photoshoots
techniques.
• AO2- To explore a range of digital editing • Using the DSLR – basics,
automatic (manual settings in
techniques (Adobe Photoshop).
Digital Portfolio
Yr10/11), holding the camera
• AO3 - To develop camera techniques and
development on
correctly/safely, SD card
the basics in composing successful
PowerPoint
removal, use of tripod,
photography.
framing, composition, etc
• AO4 - To produce a range of edits in
Final Outcomes:
response to photographers work and
Digital & Paper Edits
DIGITAL
PORTFOLIO:
starting points such as – close up, natural
•
Knowledge
&
Understanding
–
form, man-made form and architecture.
All Assessment
CONTENT, FORM, PROCESS,
• AO1- To be introduced to a range of
Objectives will be
MOOD.
portrait photographers and be able to
evidenced in the work
• Presentation skills
PROJECT 2:
analyse their work.
and are marked using
• Layout
• AO3 - To demonstrate their own identity
the AQA GCSE
IMAGE &
through photography, inspired by others.
Photography
ADOBE PHOTOSHOP:
IDENTITY
• AO3 - To produce photographs of
Standards.
• Tool Bar
features, portraits and life including
• Layers/Selecting/Feathering
objects of symbolism.
• Cropping
• AO2 - To experiment and investigate
• Manipulation
using a variety of editing techniques
chosen by the student.
• Filters and effects
• Gradient
• AO4 - To create a range of edits in
response to photographers work on
• Text layers
portraiture, self image and identity.
Homework, marking and feedback: Each project will cover the 4 GCSE Photography Assessment Objectives (AO1, 2, 3 and 4)
AO1
Analysis of photographer’s work, application of their techniques and development of ideas in light of studying their work
AO2
Investigation and experimentation of media and materials, mainly Digital Photography techniques
AO3
Starting point to project/photographs/collecting ideas and research.
AO4
Final realisation developed from the 3 points made above.

What parents can do to help:
• Encourage your child to take photos (it would be beneficial to have a DSLR camera of their own) and practice manipulating
images, as well as watching ‘You tube’ tutorials on how to use Photoshop.
• Encourage your child to utilise their USB memory stick, working on classwork at home
• Support your child in their homework and promote the amount of time that should be spent on the task set.
• Visit art galleries and museums to expand your child’s knowledge and discuss the photography, sharing opinions.
• We offer GCSE Art & Design clubs where students from all the Art disciplines can attend, please encourage attendance to these.
Useful websites: thephotographersgallery.org.uk, npg.org.uk, theaoi.com, digital-photography-school.com,
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GCSE Textiles

All textile artwork is taught through project work. GCSE Textiles consists of internally assessed and externally moderated components.
Component1: Personal Portfolio (internally set) 60% of the qualification
Component2: Externally Set Assignment. 40% of the qualification
By the end of the course each student submits a portfolio, marked by the Department to be moderated by the examination board.
Content
Knowledge and Skills
Assessment
Inks
• AO1- To be introduced to a range of textiles
Yarns
Sketchbook and A2 sheet
artists and designers and be able to analyse
PROJECT 1:
Threads
Portfolio development.
their work.
Fibres
• AO1- To understand how artists are inspired.
INTRODUCTION • AO2 - To explore a range of dry media and
Fabrics
Final Outcomes:
TO TEXTILES
weaving
Textiles samples
techniques.
Printing
• AO2- To explore a range of surface decoration
Construction methods
All Assessment
techniques.
Fabric
manipulation
Objectives will be
• AO2 - To explore textiles techniques- tie dye,
Textiles materials
evidenced in the work
hand embroidery, appliqué, fabric printing.
and are marked using the
• A03- Understand how artwork can be applied Repeat pattern
Decoration
AQA GCSE Textiles
to fabrics.
Scale
Standards.
• AO4 - To produce a range of samples showing
Design
exciting textiles techniques.
• AO1- To be introduced to a range of textiles
Sketchbook and A2 sheet
artists and designers and be able to analyse
PROJECT 2:
Portfolio development.
their work.
Quilting
• AO1- To understand how artists are inspired.
UNDER THE SEA • AO2 - To explore a range of dry media and
Free hand embroidery
Final Outcomes:
Marbling
Skirt/Clothing
techniques.
Smocking
• AO2- To explore a range of surface decoration
Felting
All Assessment
techniques.
Couching
Objectives will be
• AO2 - To explore textiles techniques- tie dye,
Water
colour
fabric
painting
evidenced in the work
hand embroidery, appliqué, fabric printing.
and are marked using the
• A03- Understand how artwork can be applied
AQA GCSE Textiles
to fabrics.
Standards.
• AO4 - To produce a skirt/clothing showing a
range of exciting techniques.
Homework, marking and feedback: Each project will cover the 4 GCSE Textiles Assessment Objectives (AO1, 2, 3 and 4)

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic

AO1
AO2
AO3
AO4

Analysis of artist’s work, application of their techniques and development of their work in light of studying their textiles work
Investigation and experimentation of media and materials, mainly textiles techniques
Starting point to project/observational drawing, collecting ideas and research.
Final realisation developed from the 3 points made above.

What parents can do to help:
•

•
•

Ensure your child has a fully stocked pencil case with HB and 2B pencils, coloured pencils, pens, ruler, rubber, sharpener and a glue
stick. Encourage your child to draw from observation and inspiration as much as possible; painting, drawing and colouring
equipment is beneficial for completing homework tasks.
Support your child in their homework and promote the amount of time that should be spent on the task set.
Visit art galleries and museums to expand your child’s knowledge of textiles artwork and discuss the art and share opinions.

Useful websites:
Textileartist.org, nationalcraftanddesign.org.uk, ftmlondon.org, arttextilesmadeinbritain.co.uk
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Autumn 1

Topic
Tap Dance
Lyrical Dance

Autumn 2

Ballet

Spring 1

Street Dance

Summer 1

Spring 2

Contemporary

Jazz Style

Summer 2

Irish Dance

Content
Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing
Arts (Component 2)
• Take Part in classes/ rehearsals
• Gain physical skills
• Apply these skills in performance
• Reflect on progress
Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing
Arts (Component 2)
• Take Part in classes/ rehearsals
• Gain physical skills
• Apply these skills in performance
• Reflect on progress
Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing
Arts (Component 2)
• Take Part in classes/ rehearsals
• Gain physical skills
• Apply these skills in performance
• Reflect on progress
Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing
Arts (Component 2)
• Take Part in classes/ rehearsals
• Gain physical skills
• Apply these skills in performance
• Reflect on progress and how to improve
Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing
Arts (Component 2)
• Take Part in classes/ rehearsals
• Gain physical skills
• Apply these skills in performance
• Reflect on progress and how to improve
Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing
Arts (Component 2)
• Take Part in classes/ rehearsals
• Gain physical skills
• Apply these skills in performance
• Reflect on progress and how to improve

BTEC Tech Award
in Dance
Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Performing Dance,
introducing the Dance Style.
Skills focus: New Dance skills

Subject knowledge:
Introducing the Dance Style &
improving performance
Skills focus: New Dance skills
& researching dance
Subject knowledge:
Introducing the Dance Style &
improving performance
Skills focus: New Dance Skills
and researching dance
Subject knowledge:
Introducing the Dance Style &
developing performance
Skills focus: New Dance skills
and researching dance
Subject knowledge:
Introducing the Dance Style &
Improving performance
Skills focus: New dance skills
and researching dance
Subject knowledge:
Introducing the Dance Style &
Improving performance
Skills focus: Quality in
Performance

Assessment
Practical performance
Performing new skills
with some precision,
control & fluency.
Dancers can work
individually & in pairs.
Performing new skills
with some precision,
control & fluency.
Dancers can perform
with a reasonable level
of fitness.
Performing new skills
with precision, control
& fluency. Dancers can
work in pairs & small
groups to perform.
Performing new skills.
Dancers can compare
their own skills with
others’ dance skills.
Dancers can analyse &
comment on different
skills & techniques.
Performing new skills
Dancers can identify
their own personal
strengths &
weaknesses
Performing new skills.
Dancers can work with
others to plan,
organise & lead –
choreographing a
dance piece.
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Homework, marking and feedback: For each Style of Dance there will be an extension task to build upon the understanding and skills
which are being introduced and developed in lesson. Practice will assist dancers to perform skills in front of an audience and therefore
increase confidence.
Students are given individual positive verbal feedback from their Dance teacher in lessons. Students will make note of their Atl,
performance level and achievement for each dance activity in their Dance folder.
Reward points are awarded for excellent contribution, excellent attitude and excellent performance.
What can parents do to help?
• Enable your child to have their Dance kit ready for their lesson. Support them to become organised & independent.
• Encourage your child to lead an active & healthy lifestyle.
• Encourage your child to practice their dance steps at home and during lunch time. Space will always be made available to practice –
see Miss Dooley.
Useful websites/ resources:
www.bbc.co.uk/education/danceKS4 (BBC bitesize: Dance - factfile & Dance - essential skills & techniques)
www.bbc.co.uk/the next step
www.theatredance.com
www.britannica.com/art/ballet (and all the other dance styles)
Type into the search engine ‘Tap dancing information’ & see instructional videos. This can be repeated for all Dance Styles.
Please see your Dance teacher Miss Dooley for specific performances to view which link to your lessons.
www.showmyhomework.co.uk
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Content
The Eatwell guide
The main nutrients required for a balanced
diet and their functions/sources
The 4c’s of food hygiene
Food poisoning/types of bacteria
How does food spoilage happen

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Nutrition, healthy eating
guidelines. Food safety procedures
Skills focus: Planning, making,
organising and evaluating a range
of dishes. Knife skills

Assessment
Baseline assessment of
prior food knowledge

Food choice

Factors that influence food choices
Understanding the nutritional needs of
specific groups
Allergies and intolerances

Practical assessment of
cooking skills
Practise exam
questions

Front of
house and
kitchen
operations

Roles within a kitchen
Kitchen operations
Legislation
Understanding of front of house staff and
operations
Types of service
Personal attributes required to be effective in
a position in this industry
Seasonality
Sustainability
Environmental factors
3R’s
Planning menus based on specific needs and
requirements

Subject knowledge:
Allergies
Life stages
Special diets
Food choices
Skills focus: Planning, making,
organising and evaluating a range
of dishes.
Subject knowledge:
Ability to identify and describe a
range of roles within industry
Skills focus: use of food
preparation skills and presentation
skills
Subject knowledge:
Know where food comes from and
the impact it has on the
environment
Skills focus: Planning, organising,
making and evaluating dishes that
are sustainable
Subject knowledge:
Be able to list and identify
customer rights
Skills focus: planning, organising
and making a number of food
products safely. Presentation of
food.

Written assessment all
of topics covered

Spring 1
Spring 2
Summer 1

Hospitality and
Catering

Topic
Food,
nutrition
and health/
Food Safety

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr R Smith
Head of Department

Where food
comes from
Menu
planning
Customer
rights

Basic knife skills
assessment

Practical assessment of
cooking skills (pastry,
bread and pasta
making)

Summer 2

Identify customer requirements and some
Assessed on outcome
ways they can be addressed in the industry
of pop-up restaurant
Explain customer requirements and describe
End of year exam
how they can be met within the hospitality
Running a
industry.
successful
Analyse different needs and evaluate ways of
catering
addressing these requirements and the
provision
impact of doing so.
Planning and delivering a pop-up restaurant
Homework, marking and feedback:
Students will receive feedback in their exercise books as well as their class folders. Students are informed of the level at which they
are currently working at and how they can improve to work towards achieving their MEG. Homework is set on a weekly basis and
students are expected to spend 30- 60 minutes completing this.
What can parents do to help?
Parents and carers can encourage their child/children to be as actively involved in food preparation at home as is possible. Taking an
interest in the many food related and television programmes, watching and discussing them with your child/children can also be
useful. Support will be vital in helping to organise practical ingredients for all required lessons and ensuring that resources provided by
the department are looked after and used appropriately.
Useful websites/ resources:
British Nutrition Foundation, Food a Fact of Life, S-cool revision, BBC Bitesize, BBC Food, Jamie’s Home Cooking Skills
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Design & Technology

Mr R Smith

Engineering

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Head of Department
Topic
1.Intoduction to
materials.
2.Computer Aided
Design
3. Fabrication and
manufacturing
processes.

Content
Solidworks and Computer Aided
Design
Performance characteristics of metals,
joining methods and manufacturing
processes.

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Ferrous and nonferrous
metals
CAD/CAD
Skills focus: Planning, making,
organising and evaluating.

Assessment
Practical assessment:
Metal Clock
Pewter metal casting
Exam questions based on
materials and production
methods.

Design and make.
Categorisation of the
types and structure of
ferrous and non-ferrous
metals
Solid works
and Engineering
Drawings
3D printing

Product Analysis
Ferrous and non-ferrous metals
Tools for cutting, shaping and joining.
Manufacturing processes and
fabrication of metal
Advanced computer aided design
(Solid works)
Tools and manufacturing methods

Subject knowledge:
Metals and fabrication
Skills focus: Planning, making,
and working with engineering
drawings.
Subject knowledge:
Properties of plastic
Skills focus: Planning, making
and engineering drawings

Practical task (Candle
holder)
Design ideas drawings

Design briefs, design
specifications and user
requirements

Aesthetics, ergonomics,
standard components, premanufactured components, design for
manufacturing assembly (DFMA) and
design for disassembly

Subject knowledge:
Product disassembly production methods and
fabrication
Skills focus: Planning,
organising, making and
independent study
Subject knowledge:
Skills focus: Problem solving
CAD , Solidworks

Product analysis project

Modern Technology
R107 – Design and
rendering

Solidworks design

Summer 2

End of year exam
Freehand sketching in 2D and 3D
rendering using shade, tone and
Unit 107
annotation.
Use of ICT software to produce, modify
and enrich design proposals
Homework, marking and feedback:
Students will receive feedback in their assessment books as well as their class folders. Students are informed of the level at which they
are currently working at and how they can improve to achieve the next level. Homework is set on a weekly basis and students are
expected to spend 30- 60 minutes completing this.
What can parents do to help?
Parents and carers can encourage their son/daughter to be as actively involved in DIY projects. Taking an interest in the many
Engineering related television programmes E.g. Scrapheap challenge, Guy Martin Need for Speed, Robot Wars etc.
Useful websites/ resources:
www.technologystudent.com, bitesize revision,
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Drama

Topic
Understanding
drama

Content
Collaboration and communication skills
Teambuilding/Trust
Ensemble work

Set text –
Blood
Brothers
Theatre
History

Script reading
Introduction to plot and characters

Set text –
Blood
Brothers

Summer 1
Summer 2

Practical exploration, research and performance
of theatrical eras (Greek ,Medieval, Commedia
dell’ arte, Elizabethan, Restoration = Own choice
performance)
Historical context
Introduction to themes
Superstition vs coincidence

Theatre roles
and
terminology

Understanding and applying knowledge of the
different roles and responsibilities in the theatre

Set text –
Blood
Brothers
Exploring
practitioners

Practical exploration
Characterisation and development

Set text –
Blood Brothers

Revision and recall

Devising
practical
(MOCK)

Introduction to devising
Devising techniques
Process of creating devised drama
Research and application of devising techniques
Investigating stimuli
How to create a working log book
Writing up a rehearsal effectively
Creating extending writing based on practical
activities

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Miss C Feely
Head of Department

Devising
Written
(MOCK)

Antonin Artaud
Bertolt Brecht
Steven Berkoff
Vseolod Meyerhold

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Understanding and application of
GCSE skills and techniques
Skills focus: Ensemble work,
focus, trust, play texts

Assessment

Subject knowledge: Knowledge
and understanding of drama and
theatre
Skills focus: Styles, vocal skills,
movement skills, line learning,
ensemble work, adaptation,
projection

(ARC 1) Theatre history
presentation –
Research a chosen era
and deliver a polished
and rehearsed power
point. Also to perform
an extract from
selected historical era
as part of an ensemble.
(ARC 2) Written
assessment on staging
and roles within the
theatre

Subject knowledge:
Drama and theatre terminology
and how to use it appropriately
Skills focus: Roles within the
theatre, stage positioning, staging
configurations
Subject knowledge:
Appreciation/application of styles
and techniques of varying
practitioners
Skills focus: Voice and
movement, physical theatre,
stylised techniques
Subject knowledge: Performance
demands
Skills focus: Developing ideas,
Collaboration
Rehearse/refine/amend
Subject knowledge: Performance
demands
Skills focus: Research techniques,
rehearsal techniques, written
analysis/ evaluation

(ARC 3) Performance in
the style of chosen
practitioner

(ARC 4) Mock of
Component 2: Devising

Homework, marking and feedback:
For each unit of study there will be homework set weekly which will build upon the understanding and skills which are being developed
in class. Further tasks will include learning the spellings and definitions of key words, creating newspaper articles and creating and
memorising monologues for performance. Students are also expected to rehearse outside of lesson time to prepare for assessment.
What can parents do to help?
Ask students if there is key knowledge/terms that they need to be learning. Test them for upcoming spelling and definition homework
they will be given. Visits to the theatre which could link to the topics that they are studying would be beneficial.
Useful websites/ resources: Approaching a script: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9p634j/revision

Using the performance space effectively: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z26bjxs/revision
How to devise a performance: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zg9x34j/revision
Drama elements: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zqx3wmn/revision
Explorative strategies in drama: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zxpc2hv/revision

Learning in Year 9

Content

Celebrating
Different
Cultures and
Traditions
Author Study:
Charles Dickens

Pupils will begin this course by studying the History of English
unit before exploring a range of poems across different times
and cultures. The poems will form a springboard for students to
develop skills in writing to describe and narrate and through
this, students will be able to confidently create and develop
their own personal responses to what they read.
Students will broaden their contextual knowledge by
researching life in the Victorian Era and completing an author
study on Charles Dickens. Through this, their understanding of
society, class systems and reoccurring themes in 19th-century
literature will develop.
Pupils will continue to improve their own writing and reading
skills through their exploration of the key themes and images in
either A Christmas Carol or Oliver Twist.
Building on skills in Year 8, Students will explore the genre of
tragedy and apply this to Shakespearean texts, including
Macbeth. This will enable students to develop their
understanding of generic conventions and better prepare them
for their English Literature course. When analysing ‘Macbeth,’
students will focus on how language, structure and dramatic
devices are used to highlight key themes and messages. In order
to examine the text in greater depth, students will deliver
presentations about the play. This is in preparation for the
Spoken Language element of the English Language qualification.
Students will explore different newspaper articles alongside a
variety of non-fiction texts, focusing on how writers use
language and structure to shape meaning and influence readers.
From this, students will also hone their own skills in writing to
express a point of view.
Each pupil will produce their own anthology. Through this,
students will craft their writing by thinking carefully about
audience, purpose and how to achieve desired effects.

Spring 1

Shakespearean
Tragedy

Spring 2
Summer 1
Summer 2

Mrs S Johnson
Second in Department

Topic

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Miss S Roberts
Head of Department

The Media

Knowledge and
Skills

Skills focus: reading &
writing assessment
objectives for English
Language and
Literature.
Knowledge: A
Christmas
Carol/Oliver Twist
Skills focus: Reading
& writing assessment
objectives for English
Language and
Literature.
Knowledge: Macbeth
Skills focus: reading,
writing & spoken
language assessment
objectives for English
Language and
Literature.

Skills focus: reading &
writing assessment
objectives for English
Language.

English
Assessments to include…
English Literature Paper 2 exam
style question (unseen poetry)
English Literature Paper 1 exam
style question (A Christmas
Carol or Oliver Twist).

English Literature Paper 1 exam
style question (Macbeth).
Spoken Language mock
examination

Spoken Language Exam
throughout the term.
English Language Paper 2 exam
style question
Writing to express a point of
view (English Language Paper 2,
Section B).

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be set by the class teacher once a week through Show My Homework. However, all pupils are
strongly advised to use their own time to reread the set texts and to use the resources section to widen their exploration of main themes, events and
characters. Work will be assessed regularly against the GCSE grades 1-9 and students will be expected to act on the written and verbal feedback given
by teachers on how to improve their work.
The reading of Macbeth will be set as homework over the Christmas break. Please support your child in reading this in preparation for the lessons.
What can parents do to help? Encourage your child to:
• read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts in order to help prepare your child for the unseen aspect of the English Language and Literature
examinations
• use the internet, library and revision guides to research and revise the set texts
• regularly revise the set texts using the PiXL Lit app (log in details available from classroom teachers)
• write to a real audience, including family members, to develop skills in writing
• plan and proof read work as these are very important skills that should be encouraged at home
We do encourage students to have their own copy of the set texts so that they can be annotated. Where possible, we will sell these texts to the
students at a reduced price. All students are able to borrow a copy of the set texts but must not write in them.
Useful websites/ resources: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/English/GCSE
Study guides for Macbeth and A Christmas Carol. Revision guides are supplied by the English Department, although additional guides can be bought
from all good bookstores. Students should also visit the library for more books and information about the set texts and regularly use the PiXL Lit app to
aid revision.

Learning in Year 9

Enterprise

Autumn 1

Miss D Corlett
Head of Business &
Enterprise Faculty

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

Component 1

Students will be taught the key characteristics of SME’s.
They will be required to consider the purpose of an
enterprise, as well as the social and political pressures
which can influence the mind set of an entrepreneur.
Furthermore, it will be key for students to investigate
the skills an entrepreneur should demonstrated to be
successful.
Students will be required to recall the key characteristics
of an enterprise and compare, analyse and assess how
these set of skills support a selected local enterprise to
achieve its purpose. They will need to be able to
conduct appropriate research on a local enterprise prior
to this.
Students will identify the key points of completing
market research. They will consider the advantages and
disadvantages of primary and secondary research.
Students will be required to apply this knowledge to
explain how two selected businesses could use market
research to be successful.
Students will investigate the importance of competitors.
They will be required to identify the influence that
competitors can have on a SME as well as how to
compete successfully against them within their market.
This information will then be transferred into set
assignment task.

Subject knowledge:
Characteristics which
contribute to success of an
enterprise
Skills focus: Outline,
compare, analyse.

Assessment
Assess how successful
a selected local enterprise
has
been in achieving its main
purpose

Students will be required to analyse the importance of
customers. They will consider the needs and desires of
customers and their expectations of a SME. Students will
need to relate this theory to their chosen selected
enterprises and decipher the impact that customers may
potentially have on their success.
Students will consider the impact of internal and
external factors and how they may impact a SME.
Students will outline the importance of situational
analysis and the key aspects which allows a SME to be
successful. Students will need to relate this theory to
their chosen selected enterprises and explain how these
factors could impact the potential success of these
enterprises.

Subject knowledge: To
understand the needs of
customers within a selected
market.
Skills focus: Recall, explain,
discuss and assess.
Subject knowledge:
Skills focus: Recall, explain,
analyse and evaluate.

Learning Aim A
Characteristics of
an enterprise

Autumn 2

Learning Aim A
Characteristics of
an enterprise

Spring 1

Learning Aim B
Market Research
Component 1

Spring 2

BTEC Tech
Award in
Enterprise

Content

Component 1

Learning Aim B
Competitors

Component 1

Summer 1

Mr T Roberts
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Topic

Component 1

Learning Aim B
Customer Needs
Component 1

Summer 2

Mrs K King
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Learning Aim C
Internal &
External Factors

Subject knowledge:
Potential ideas which could
be suitable for an
enterprise activity.
Skills focus: Compare,
describe, analyse, assess.
Subject knowledge: The
importance and market
research (primary &
secondary)
Skills focus: Identify,
application and explain.
Subject knowledge: The
importance of competitors,
how to complete within a
chosen market.
Skills focus: Recall, explain,
discuss and assess.

Assessment
Discuss how market
research methods are
designed to meet customer
needs and understand
competitor behaviour in
two
selected enterprises.
Assessment
Evaluate the most
significant internal and
external factors currently
affecting a selected
enterprise.
Assessment
Explain ways in which
external factors are
important
for business success

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued once a week and will be published on SMHW. The homework tasks will
help develop knowledge and skills that will contribute to the completion of the BTEC criteria. The homework will be a range of tasks
such as research, practice exam questions and essays. Within lessons students will be regularly assessed using a variety of methods
including verbal and written communication, their progress within assessments will be recorded in their assessment books, which are
available for parents to look at any time.
What can parents do to help? Looking at the specification will allow parents to have an insight into what their child is being taught
and the requirements of the qualification. We offer a KS4 Media Club on a Monday after school within the faculty where students
have the opportunity to come and complete any outstanding classwork/coursework or ask for help regarding any of the exam
content that has been covered. We would appreciate if parents supported the attendance of this club on a regular basis.
Useful websites/ resources: As we begin the BTEC Tech Award in Creative Digital Media it would be useful for students to do reading
around the subject in order to enhance and strengthen their subject knowledge. Recommended websites are:
http://media.edusites.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

Learning in Year 9

Enterprise

Miss D Corlett
Head of Business &
Enterprise Faculty

Content
• An understanding (codes and
conventions) of past and present
media products.
• How media products fit in to the
three sectors .

Audiences and
purpose

•

Autumn 1

Topic
Different media
products

Spring 1

Autumn 2

•
•

How media products engage audiences
for a given purpose.
How media producers define their
target audience.
Use and gratification of different media
products

Genre, narrative,
representation
and audience
interpretation

• Different types of genre and how they
have changes over time.
• Identification of generic characteristics
• The relationship between genre,
narrative, representations

Media production
techniques

• How production techniques are used to
effectively to create meaning and
engage selected audiences.
• Audio/moving image media products
• Publishing media products
• Interactive media products

The legal, moral
and ethical issues
involved when
making different
media products.

Investigating legal, moral and ethical
issues:
●libellous, offensive, dangerous etc.
●contravention of regulations and
standards of the industry or sector, e.g. ASA
(Advertising Standards Authority), OFCOM
(Office of Communications), PCC (Press
Complaints Commission), ESRB
(Entertainment Software Rating Board.
Students must complete comprehensive
and organised pre-production
documentation for their new media
product. They must provide detailed
annotations and labelling of their sketches,
photos, scripts and other planning
documentation.

Spring 2
Summer 1
Summer 2

Mrs K King
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Produce a
comprehensive
and systematically
organised,
planning portfolio

Mr T Roberts
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

BTEC Tech Award
in Creative Digital
Media

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge: Codes and
conventions of films, TV
programmes, music videos,
computer games, print and TV
adverts, magazines and
newspapers.
Skills focus: Analysis, description,
verbal and written
communication and evaluation.
Subject knowledge: Target
audiences, advantages and
disadvantages of different media
platforms, purposes of media
products (to inform, educate,
entertain, provide a service)
Skills focus: Analysis, verbal and
written communication and
evaluation.
Subject knowledge: How genres
change over time, repetition and
difference, different types of
narrative, audience
interpretation
Skills focus: Description, analysis,
verbal and written
communication and evaluation.
Subject knowledge: Different
media products, different types
of gratification from viewing
different media products.
Skills focus: Description, analysis,
verbal and written
communication and evaluation
Subject knowledge: Importance
of following regulations,
consequences of not creating an
ethical media products.
Skills focus: Description, analysis,
verbal and written
communication and evaluation.

Assessment
Analyse the codes and
conventions of four
specific media
products (two past and
two present).

Subject knowledge: Analyse and
implement the different preproduction documentation
Skills focus: Group work, analysis,
written and verbal presentation,
evaluation.

Pre-Production
Documentation:
shot lists, lighting test
shots, location scout
information, shooting
schedules, script
drafting

Investigate media
products - Analyse the
relationships between
media products, their
purpose and specific
audiences using
considered examples
across all the three
media sectors.

Learning in Year 9
Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued once a week and will be published on SMHW. The homework tasks will
help develop knowledge and skills that will contribute to the completion of the BTEC criteria. The homework will be a range of tasks
such as research, practice exam questions and essays. Within lessons students will be regularly assessed using a variety of methods
including verbal and written communication, their progress within assessments will be recorded in their assessment books, which are
available for parents to look at any time.
What can parents do to help? Looking at the specification will allow parents to have an insight into what their child is being taught and
the requirements of the qualification. We offer a KS4 Media Club on a Monday after school within the faculty where students have the
opportunity to come and complete any outstanding classwork/coursework or ask for help regarding any of the exam content that has
been covered. We would appreciate if parents supported the attendance of this club on a regular basis.
Useful websites/ resources: As we begin the BTEC Tech Award in Creative Digital Media it would be useful for students to do reading
around the subject in order to enhance and strengthen their subject knowledge. Recommended websites are:
http://media.edusites.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize

Learning in Year 9

Enterprise

Miss D Corlett
Head of Business &
Enterprise Faculty

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic
What are user
interfaces?

How can
project
planning
techniques
help to develop
a user
interface?

Develop a user
interface

Mrs K King
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

Content
Students will analyse different types of user
interfaces including;
• Graphic User Interface
• Menus
• Sensor
• Speech
They will look at design principles such as:
visual elements (colours, font styles and sizes),
use of language and layout.
Students must understand and apply a range of
project planning techniques and methodologies
to develop a user interface, including;
• Waterfall methodology
• Iterative methodology
• Gannt charts
• PERT charts
• Critical path diagrams
Setting SMART aims and objectives
Students will use PowerPoint to create a user
interface, applying what they’ve learnt so far,
they must show the navigation methods, inputs
and outputs. It must meet user requirements
and meet their needs.

Review a user
interface

Students will conduct primary research to
gather user feedback about their user interface.
They will create a questionnaire and hold a
focus group to acquire information.

Refine a user
interface

Students will analyse the primary research
conducted to refine their user interface, making
improvements in order to enhance the user
experience.
Students will highlight the changes made and
how they were made.

Mr T Roberts
2nd in Faculty
(Job share)

BTEC Tech Award
in Information
Technology

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge: Students must
be able to explain the features of
the interfaces and factors that to
consider when choosing a user
interface; ease of use,
performance, accessibility, user
experience and requirements
Skill focus: Analyse, written
communication
Subject knowledge: Students will
apply a range of techniques to
create a user interface, meeting a
range of requirements, as well as
identify risks and constraints.
Skill focus: Apply, Design

Subject knowledge: Create a user
interface, ensuring that it meets
user needs. Create the content that
will be included on the interface.
Skill focus: Apply, Design, Create,
Evaluate
Subject knowledge: Use primary
research to gain feedback about
your user interface.
Skill focus: Refine, Review,
Evaluate
Subject knowledge:
Refine the user interface to
enhance the user experience
further. Document the changes
made to demonstrate where
they’ve been made.
Skill focus: Peer assessment, refine

Assessment
Assessment: Analyse
two different user
interfaces of your
choice

Assessment: Apply
project planning
techniques for the
creation of a
database
Design a user
interface, ensuring
that it meets user
requirements

Assessment: Review
and refine your user
interface, ensuring it
meets user
requirements
Compare the original
user interface with
the refined version
created.

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued and published on SMHW as well as being recorded in the student’s
progress passport. Students may need to research and read up on sections of the specification. It is vital students complete their
homework on time. This will allow the teacher to start the next piece of work in the lesson. Students are given verbal feedback as well
as written feedback and are expected to respond to the feedback according.
What can parents do to help? Parents should actively encourage their children to complete their homework by monitoring homework
set via SMHW and checking their child’s progress passport. Students will be made aware of important deadlines and should preserve
to meet them.
Useful websites/ resources: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.businessstudiesonline.co.uk/GcseBusiness/Activities/activitymenu.htm
http://www.businessed.co.uk/

Learning in Year 9

Ethics, Faith &
Philosophy

Mrs V Snee

Autumn 1

Head of Department
Topic

Content

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

Does God
exist?

This unit aims to consider the arguments for and against
God’s existence. To deepen understanding of beliefs
students will explore beliefs about God and the ways in
which beliefs can change. Students will be challenged to
consider whether it is possible to live in a perfect world,
and the possibility of suffering serving a purpose.
This unit aims to explore a range of Buddhist beliefs in
order to provide students with a firm foundation in
understanding the philosophy of this faith. It provides a
good comparison to the units of study on God,
particularly in the consideration of beliefs about the
existence of God, and the nature of suffering.
This unit looks at the question of ‘what is true?’ and how
can we know what reality actually is. We will draw upon a
number of religious and philosophical answers, including
the ideas of Plato.

Subject knowledge: Understanding a
range of arguments for and against the
existence of God.
Skills focus: Evaluating different
arguments, and justifying an opinion.

ARC Assessment:
Write a speech: Does
God exist?
Write and justify an
argument: Is God a cruel
designer?
ARC Assessment:
Summative test on
Buddhism.

This unit aims to enable students to gain a foundation in
ethical theory. They will consider the different theories
which can guide people towards making ethical decisions,
and then they will expand this understanding to reflect on
absolute and relative ethics. They will consider Christian
Ethics as an example of the application of ethical theory,
as well as reflecting on their own ethics. They will then
apply ethical theory by considering the environment as an
example of an ethical issue.
In this term we will begin to study the content for the
GCSE OCR Religious Studies paper, concentrating in
particular on Christian beliefs which draw upon the work
we have done so far, and set the foundation for the GCSE
course. Areas of study include:
• The Nature of God
• The concept of God as a Trinity of persons
• Biblical accounts of creation
• The problem of evil and suffering and a loving and
righteous God
• Jesus Christ
This unit builds upon the previous Year 9 unit which
explores ethical theory and its application. Students will
now study a moral or philosophical issue which is
presented in film, and begin to assess how philosophical
and moral issues are presented in films; whether they
manage to present these issues effectively; and whether
this is the appropriate forum for addressing such issues.

Subject knowledge: Ethical theories
about what is right and wrong. The
environment as an example of an
ethical issue.
Skills focus: Expressing judgements
and opinions. Supporting our
judgements.

ARC Assessment:
Evaluate evidence to
form and express a
judgement in response
to the question: ‘Is the
snake worth saving?’

Subject knowledge: Christian beliefs.
Skills focus: Interpretation of Biblical
teaching. Analysis of differences in
belief.

ARC Assessment:
Practice exam question,
marked in accordance
with the OCR mark
scheme.

World
Religions –
Buddhism

Spring 1, Spring 2 & Summer 1

Autumn 2

Critical
Realism
Moral Issues

GCSE:
Christian
Beliefs and
Practice

Subject knowledge: What is true?
What is faith? Philosophical and
religious responses to these questions
of meaning.
Skills focus: Analysing explanations
and selecting and justifying those we
agree with.

ARC Assessment:
Written response to the
question: Is seeing
believing?

ARC Assessment:
Practice exam question,
marked in accordance
with the OCR mark
scheme.

ARC Assessment:
Evaluate and construct
an answer to the
question ‘How are
ethical and philosophical
issues presented in
film?’ based upon a film
studied.
Homework, marking and feedback: For each unit of study there will be a Home Learning Challenge which builds upon the understanding and skills
which are being developed in class. Further homework tasks will include learning the spellings and meanings of key words; research and completion of
class work. Marking and feedback of students’ work will identify what is going well, and how they can make further progress.

Summer 2

Philosophical
and Moral
issues in the
Media.

Subject knowledge: Buddhist beliefs
about life and suffering and how it can
be overcome.
Skills focus: Analysing and
interpreting Buddhist beliefs.

Subject knowledge: Ethical and
philosophical question raised in the
media. Exploration of these themes.
Skills focus: Interpreting and analysing
moral and philosophical questions that
are raised and responding to them.

What can parents do to help? Check ‘Show My Homework’ to ensure homework is completed by deadlines and to a good standard. Watch the news
and discuss what is going on in the world. Ask your child about what they are studying and discuss their views and opinions.
Useful websites/ resources: BBC Bitesize

BBC Learning: www.bbc.co.uk/education

Channel 4 Learning: www.channel4learning.com

Learning in Year 9

Geography

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Mr M Lunt
Head of Department
Topic
Basic Concepts
and Skills

Content
4 and 6 figure grid references Using atlases
to locate worldwide places. Identifying
physical features of the UK OS Map skills

The UK’s
Evolving
Physical
Landscape

Why does the physical landscape of the UK
vary from place to place? How are coastal
landforms created? How can coast be
modified by human activity? What
challenges are present along the UK
coastline?
An overview of global urban processes and
trends and detailed case studies of a major
UK city and a major city in a developing or
emerging country

Changing
Cities

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge: How to use OS
maps and interpret data
Skills focus: Using maps to extract
information.
Using numerical data and interpreting
graphs
Subject knowledge: The management
of coasts to protect people
Skills focus: Case studies

Assessment
Baseline test
Map skills Test

Subject Knowledge:
How a city in the UK and a major city
in another country has developed
overtime.

Unit Assessment
Essay question – UK
City
Unit Assessment
Essay question –
Major City in a
developing or
emerging country
Unit Assessment
Essay question Rivers

Changing
Cities

An overview of global urban processes and
trends and detailed case studies of a major
UK city and a major city in a developing or
emerging country

Subject Knowledge:
How a city in the UK and a major city
in another country has developed
overtime.

The UK’s
Evolving
Physical
Landscape

What are the characteristics of a river? How
are rivers influenced by human activity?
What are the human and physical causes of
river flooding? How can we manage river
flooding?

Subject knowledge: How humans
impact rivers both positively and
negatively.
Skills focus: Case studies

Changing
Cities

Coastal study What are the impacts of
coastal erosion on a given coastline? How
have the impacts been managed? Is the
management sustainable?

Subject knowledge: How the
processes of coastal erosion impact
the UK Skills focus: Data collection
Data analysis

Unit Assessment
GCSE question Coasts

ARC Assessment
Write up of coastal
study

Homework, marking and feedback:
Within each unit there will be homework set which will either reinforce what was covered in the lesson or will prepare them for a
future lesson. This will include learning key words and meanings, and researching case study examples.
Work will be marked according to LCA policy and feedback will be given to help pupils improve their work and to achieve their target
grade.
What can parents do to help?
• Watch the news and discuss any geographical topics such as flooding on local news, migration within the UK and urbanisation
within the local area.
• Collect newspaper articles or internet news printouts of any current events such as volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, floods
than happen in the UK, hurricane events in USA.
• Check Show my Homework and ensure that homework is completed on a regular basis.
Useful websites/ resources:
http://geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk
www.coolgeography.co.uk

www.gcsegeography.co.uk

BBC Bitesize

Learning in Year 9

Health & Social Care

Mrs S Turner

BTEC Tech Award

Topic
RO23: Understanding
Body systems and
disorders
LO1: Know how body
systems work

Content
An introduction to 3 major body
systems; cardiovascular,
respiratory and digestive systems.

RO23: Understanding
Body systems and
disorders
LO2: understand
disorders that will affect
the body

You will learn what happens when
body systems do not function
properly, by exploring the
symptoms and disorders and how
they affect health and well-being

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge: Know and have a
detailed understanding of the structure
and function of the 3 systems.
Skills focus: Be introduced to CNAT style
of learning. Learn how to take notes
from a text book. Learn how to
effectively research facts on the internet
and use them without plagiarising. Use
verbal and written communication to
show their understanding.
Subject knowledge: Know and have
detailed understanding of most common
disorders of the 3 systems. Know and
describe methods of diagnosis
Skills focus: Verbal and written
communication. Research skills are
enhanced and descriptive skills are used.

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Subject Leader

RO23: Understanding
Body systems and
disorders
LO3:
Interpret data from
measuring body rates

You will find out about methods
used to assess how well the body
systems are working and how to
analyse the results of
measurements of body systems.

Subject knowledge: Know and be able
to demonstrate methods of measuring
the functionality of the 3 body systems.
Be able to interpret the data found.
Skills focus: Verbal and written
communication. Research skills are
enhanced and descriptive skills are used

Assessment
Verbal and
written question
and answers
Labelling
diagrams
Be able to label
the body systems
independently

Show evidence of
research
written
assignments

Be able to
present to class
symptoms and
diagnosis for 1
disorder
Written
assignments
Data collection
charts and graphs
Be able to
correctly analyse
the data

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued and published on SMHW. The homework tasks will be a part of their
CNAT coursework. Students may need to research and read up on sections of the coursework. It is vital students complete their
homework on time. This will allow the teacher to start the next piece of work in the lesson. Failure to submit work can result in the
student failing the entire course. Students are given verbal feedback as well as written feedback and are expected to respond to the
feedback according.
What can parents do to help? Discuss their own development, at what age did they crawl, walk and talk etc. Discuss NHS news with
their children. Check progress against set deadlines and encourage work.
Useful websites/ resources: www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health , www.blf.org.uk, www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z6h4jxs,
www.healthline.com/human-body-maps

Learning in Year 9

History

Mrs K Edwards

Topic
ENQUIRY: How
did the First
World War
shape
international
relations? 18711914

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Head of Department

Modern depth
study : Weimar
and Nazi
Germany, 1918–
39

Content
What were the two camps set out in 1914?
What brought Britain out of Splendid Isolation? How were
the alliances represented? What were the Kaiser’s aims for
Germany? What happened at the First Moroccan Crisis?
What was the impact and result of the First Moroccan
Crisis? What was the second Moroccan crisis? What was
the impact of this? How did the Bosnian Crisis increase
tensions across Europe? How did a bullet cause the First
World War? How horrendous was life in a trench really?
Why was the Battle of the Somme such a disaster? Does
Haig deserve the title ‘Butcher of the Somme’? How was
the Battle of Passchendaele a victory for the allies? Why did
Germany lose the war?
This period study focuses on the development of Germany
during a turbulent half century of change. It was a period of
democracy and dictatorship – the development and collapse
of democracy and the rise and fall of Nazism.
Students will study the political, economic, social and
cultural aspects of these two developments and the role
ideas played in influencing change. They will also look at the
role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and the
impact the developments had on them.
Topic one: Weimar Germany 1918-1933
Topic two: Hitler’s rise to power 1919-1933
Topic three: Nazi control and dictatorship 1933-39
Topic four: Life in Nazi Germany 1933-39

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Recall, select and
communicate their
knowledge and
understanding of
history.
Skills focus: causation,
consequence,
continuity, change and
significance within an
historical context

Assessment
Exam questions
Describe how the
alliance systems
were formed up
to 1914

Subject knowledge:
Recall, select and
communicate their
knowledge and
understanding of
history.
Skills focus: causation,
consequence,
continuity, change and
significance within an
historical context

-Give two things
you can infer
from…

End of Unit
assessment WW1

-Explain why...
-How useful are
Sources B and C
for an enquiry
into ...
-What is the main
difference
between ….
-Suggest one
reason why
Interpretations 1
and 2 give
different views
about ...
-How far do you
agree with
Interpretation
[1/2] about...

Homework, marking and feedback: For each unit of study there will be a variety of practice questions which build upon the
understanding and skills which are being developed in class. Further homework tasks will include learning the spellings and meanings of
key words; research and completion of class work. Students will be assessed regularly to measure their progress. This will normally take
the form of practice and past exam questions. Students will then be given clear guidance on their areas of strength and what they need
to do in order to become a better historian.
What can parents do to help? Check ‘Show My Homework’ to ensure homework is completed by deadlines and to a good standard. Ask
students if there is any key knowledge that they need to be learning, test them on this using the notes from their exercise books. Visit
places of key historical significant which could link to the topics that they are studying.
Useful websites/ resources: www.historyonthenet.com, www.historylearningsite.co.uk, www.spartacus-educational.com,

Learning in Year 9

Mr M Snee

Head of Department

Mrs O Wawryniuk
Second in Department

Mathematics

GCSE Year 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Content – Knowledge and Skills
Assessment
Index notation, Calculation and estimation of powers and roots, Four rules,
Holistic overview of
Inverse operations, Definitions and terms, Standard form Notation,
classwork and
Calculations with numbers in standard form, Definitions and terms, Prime
homework
numbers, Highest Common Factor (HCF) and Lowest Common Multiple (LCM),
Priority of operations, Algebraic terms and proofs / Substitution into formulae,
Collecting like terms in sums and differences of terms, Simplifying products and Modular Assessment
quotients, Multiplying out brackets, Factorising, Linear equations in one
unknown, Inequalities in one variable, Angles at a point / Angles on a line,
Angles between intersecting and parallel lines, Properties of a triangle /
Properties of quadrilaterals / Symmetry, Angles in polygons, Equivalent
fractions, Calculations with fractions / Exact calculations, Fractions of a
quantity, Decimals and fractions / Percentage conversions/ Ordinality /
Symbols, Addition, subtraction and multiplication of decimals, Division of
decimals, Sample spaces / The addition law of probability, Enumeration, Venn
diagrams and sets, 2D and 3D shapes / Polygons / Polyhedra and other solids,
Diagrams, 2D and 3D shapes / Polyhedra and other solids / 3-dimensional
solids, Plans and elevations
Functions &
Four rules, Inverse operations, Diagrams, Functions, Change the subject of a
Holistic overview of
Sequences, Estimation formula, Generate terms of a sequence, Special sequences, x- and yclasswork and
& Approximation,
coordinates / Graphs of equations and functions, Special sequences / Graphs of homework
Graphs, Gradients,
equations and functions, Rounding, Estimation, Substitute numerical values
Ratio & Proportion,
into formulae and expressions, Solve simultaneous equations graphically,
Modular Assessment
Transformations,
Approximate solutions using a graph, Polynomial functions, Approximate
Percentages, Angles in solutions by iteration, Straight line graphs, Gradients, Change the subject of a
Polygons
formula / Straight line graphs, Equivalent ratios, Division in a given ratio, Ratios
and fractions, Solve ratio and proportion problems, Reflection, Rotation,
Translation, Enlargement, Percentage calculations, Percentage change, Growth
and decay, Polygons / Symmetry, Angles in polygons
Perimeter, Area &
Units of measurement, Perimeter of rectilinear shapes / Perimeter of
Holistic overview of
Volume, Direct &
composite shapes, Area of a triangle / Area of a parallelogram, Area of a
classwork and
Inverse Proportion,
triangle / Area of a trapezium, Area of composite shapes, Polyhedra / Linear
homework
Congruent and Similar equations in one unknown, Direct proportion, Inverse proportion, Graphs of
Shapes, Compound
real-world contexts, Congruent triangles, Similar triangles, Similar shapes,
Units, Pythagoras &
Compound units, Use kinematics formulae, Graphs of real-world contexts,
Trigonometry, Circles
Pythagoras’ theorem, Trigonometry in right-angled triangles, Circle
Modular Assessment
& Cylinders, Charts &
nomenclature / Circumference of a circle, Area of a circle, Polyhedra, Recall
Averages, Bearings &
and use standard formulae, Categorical and numerical data, Summary
Scale Drawings
statistics, Summary statistics, Misrepresenting data, Bivariate data / Outliers,
Maps and scale drawings, Geometrical instruments, Perpendicular bisector
Angle bisector, Perpendicular from a point to a line, Perpendicular bisector /
Angle bisector / Perpendicular from a point to a line
Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be usually issued weekly. Homework will encompass learning work, project work,
revision and practice of key questions and skills. Marking and feedback of students work will be specific for their learning needs and
allow them to make the necessary progress independently in most cases.

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Topic
Integers & Indices,
Factors & Multiples,
Expressions &
Formulae, Equations
& Inequalities, Angles,
Fractions & Decimals,
Theoretical &
Experimental
Probability, 2D & 3D
Shapes

What can parents do to help? Check SMHW to ensure homework is completed by deadlines and do a good standard. Support your
child with calculation work and revision. Talk to your child about every day uses of Mathematics, for example, money, measuring,
recipes etc. It will also be beneficial to practice times tables with your child.

Learning in Year 9

Autumn 1

Mr N Brown
Head of Department

Topic
Friends and
family

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Free time
and leisure

Daily
routine and
celebrations

Spring 2

Local area

Students will be able to: Describe
their meal times. Be able to order
food in a restaurant. Talk about their
daily routine. Talk about food for
special occasions. Describe family
celebrations. Describe festivals and
traditions in France.
Students will be able to answer the
following questions: What is your
town like? What is in your town?
What are your plans for the weekend?
What is there in town for young
people? What are the advantages
and disadvantages of your town?
What would you change about your
town? What did you do on a recent
visit?

Modern Foreign
Languages

GCSE French

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for socialising, time
words, descriptive words.
Skills focus: Reading and Writing
focus.

Assessment
ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Reading
and Writing.

Subject knowledge: Vocabulary
for sports, free time activities, TV
programmes, marking
arrangements, descriptive words.
Verbs in present, past and future
tenses.
Skills focus: Listening, and
Speaking focus.
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for times of day,
routine phrases, parts of the
body, phrases for illnesses.
Skills focus: Reading and Writing
focus.

ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Listening
and Speaking. Students will be
expected to memorise their answers
for the Speaking element.

Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for places in town,
descriptive words, Verbs in past,
present, conditional tenses.
Skills focus: Listening, and
Speaking focus.

ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Listening
and Speaking. Students will be
expected to memorise their answers
for the Speaking element.

ARC Assessment:
Students are assessed using
exercises in Listening, Speaking,
Reading and Writing about the
term’s topics with end of unit
assessments in Reading and Writing.

Local areas
contd.

Students will be able to: Describe the
features of their local area. Ask for
and give directions in town.
Describing the weather in their area.
Discuss plans with friends. Carry out
conversations for buying clothes and
presents. Describe plans for
community projects.

Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for describing your
local area, giving directions,
making purchases,
Skills focus: Listening, and
Speaking focus.

ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Listening
and Speaking. Students will be
expected to memorise their answers
for the Speaking element.

Topic
revision

Students will be able to: Revise topics
covered throughout the year, focusing
on those which need particular
practice. This is in preparation for an
end of year assessment covering all
topics.

Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary linked to all topics.
Verbs in past, present and future
tenses.
Skills focus: Listening, Speaking,
Reading, Writing.

ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic.
Students will be expected to
memorise their answers for the
Speaking element

Summer 1
Summer 2

Content
Students will be able to: Talk about
how they socialise. Say how often
they do certain activities and going
out.
Describe another person
Students will be able to: Describe
how they relax, what they do in their
free time and make arrangements.
Give opinions on activities, what they
usually do, and what role models they
have. Explain whether they get on
with different people.

Mrs A Thomson
Teacher of MFL with
responsibility

Learning in Year 9
Homework, marking and feedback: Students in years 9 can expect homework which requires them to learn paragraphs relating to the
current topic of study using a variety of tenses and offering their own opinions. They will need to do this in both the Speaking and
Writing skills. In addition, they must learn new vocabulary regularly which will help them when they are practising the Listening and
Reading exercises. To do this effectively they should memorise its meaning, spelling and pronunciation. Students will be given exam
style questions to attempt for homework. All four skills will be assessed during each term.
What can parents do to help? Help your child to learn their new vocabulary by testing them at home, the more they manage to master
in bitesize pieces, the easier they will find their lesson work. It is important that they can spell the vocabulary correctly and pronounce it
accurately so encourage them to practise ‘out loud’. They will also need to apply this same methodology when they learn extended
paragraphs for Writing and Speaking coursework. You can help by listening to your child and ‘testing’ them.
Useful websites/ resources: www.linguascope.com Username: lca, Password: scope19 (Access for Spanish and French)
www.memrise.com

Learning in Year 9

Mr N Brown
Head of Department

Summer 2

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Topic
Holidays

Content
Students will be able to: Talk about what
they normally do in the summer. Describe
weather and seasons. Talk about their
favourite type of holiday with a reason.
Describe a holiday in the past. Give
opinions and reasons in the past tense.

Holidays
contd.

Students will be able to: Describe their
worst and best holidays. Explain what
happened (past tense). Give positive and
negative opinions in the past.

School
life

Give opinions on school subjects. Describe
the school and its facilities. Describe the
school uniform and give opinions on it.

School
life
contd.

Family
and
friends

Free
time
and
leisure

Topic
revision

Students will be able to: Give opinions on
teachers. Describe their primary school
(past tense). Describe the school rules and
give their opinions, Talk about plans for a
school trip (future tense). Talk about the
extra-curricular activities they do.
Students will be able to: Talk about how
they socialise with family and friends and
relationships. Say how often they do
certain activities and use technology and
use social media. Describe another person.
Students will be able to: Describe how they
relax, what they do in their free time and
make arrangements. Give opinions on
activities, what they usually do, and what
role models they have. Explain whether
they get on with different people.

Students will be able to: Revise topics
covered throughout the year, focusing on
those which need particular practice. This
is in preparation for an end of year
assessment covering all topics.

Mrs A Thomson

Teacher of MFL with
responsibility

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for holiday
activities, weather, opinions.
Verbs in present and past tense.
Skills focus: Reading and
Writing focus.
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for holidays,
opinions and verbs in past
tense. Vocabulary for school
subjects, facilities, uniform and
opinions.
Skills focus: Listening and
Speaking.
Subject knowledge: Vocabulary
for opinions, school rules,
descriptive words. Verbs in
past, present and future.
Skills focus: Listening, and
Speaking.
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for socialising,
family, friends, technology and
time words, descriptive words.
Skills focus: Reading and
Writing focus.
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary for sports, free time
activities, TV programmes,
marking arrangements,
descriptive words. Verbs in
present, past and future tenses.
Skills focus: Listening, and
Speaking.
Subject knowledge:
Vocabulary linked to all topics.
Verbs in past, present and
future tenses.
Skills focus: Listening, Speaking,
Reading and Writing.

Modern Foreign
Languages

GCSE Spanish

Assessment
ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Reading
and Writing.

ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Listening
and Speaking. Students will be
expected to memorise their answers
for the Speaking element

ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Listening
and Speaking. Students will be
expected to memorise their answers
for the Speaking element
ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Reading
and Writing.

ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic with
end of unit assessments in Listening
and Speaking. Students will be
expected to memorise their answers
for the Speaking element

ARC Assessment: Students will be
assessed in all four skills using
exercises related to the topic.
Students will be expected to
memorise their answers for the
Speaking element

Learning in Year 9
Homework, marking and feedback: Students in years 9 can expect homework which requires them to learn paragraphs relating to the
current topic of study using a variety of tenses and offering their own opinions. They will need to do this in both the Speaking and Writing
skills. In addition, they must learn new vocabulary regularly which will help them when they are practising the Listening and Reading
exercises. To do this effectively they should memorise its meaning, spelling and pronunciation. Students will be given exam style questions
to attempt for homework. All four skills will be assessed during each term.
What can parents do to help? Help your child to learn their new vocabulary by testing them at home, the more they manage to master in
bitesize pieces, the easier they will find their lesson work. It is important that they can spell the vocabulary correctly and pronounce it
accurately so encourage them to practise ‘out loud’. They will also need to apply this same methodology when they learn extended
paragraphs for Writing and Speaking coursework. You can help by listening to your child and ‘testing’ them.

Learning in Year 9

Music

Mrs S Noble
Head of Department

Topic

Autumn 1

Rhythm &
Metre

Autumn 2

Texture &
Melody

Spring 1

Harmony &
Tonality

Spring 2

Structure &
Form

Content
Students will develop their understanding of Rhythm
and Metre through a variety of theory, listening from a
variety of genres, composition and performance
challenges. They will also develop an understanding
of how to compose using the Sibelius 5 software
package, and become familiar with the MusicFirst app.
In addition to this they will prepare performances as
prescribed by their classroom teacher. Deadlines will
be issued on SMHW.
Students will develop their understanding of texture
and melody through a variety of theory, listening from
a variety of genres, and performance challenges. They
will also begin to develop an extended piece of
composition work. In addition to this they will
continue to practise skills from term 1 to improve their
retention.
In addition to this they will prepare performances as
prescribed by their classroom teacher. Deadlines will
be issued on SMHW.

Students will develop their understanding of harmony
and tonality through a variety of theory, listening from
a variety of genres, composition and performance
challenges. In addition to this they will continue to
practise skills from the previous terms to improve
their retention.
In addition to this they will prepare performances as
prescribed by their classroom teacher. Deadlines will
be issued on SMHW.
Students will develop their understanding of harmony
and tonality through a variety of theory, listening from
a variety of genres and performance challenges. They
will create an extended piece of composition work. In
addition to this they will continue to practise skills
from the previous terms to improve their retention.
In addition to this they will prepare performances as
prescribed by their classroom teacher. Deadlines will
be issued on SMHW.

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
simple and compound
time, duple, triple and
quadruple metre, hemiola,
syncopated rhythms, cross
rhythms, diminution and
augmentation.
Skills focus: Listening,
Analysing,
Composing,
Writing, and Performance.
Subject knowledge:
Melody &
accompaniment,
homophonic, polyphonic,
monophonic, antiphonal
and acapella textures.
Sequence, inversion,
retrograde, augmentation,
diminution, conjunct,
disjunct, scalic melodies
Skills focus: Listening,
Analysing, Composing,
Writing, and Performance.
Subject knowledge:
Major, minor, atonal,
cadence points,
consonant, dissonant,
modulation, scales,
primary chords.
Skills focus: Listening,
Analysing, Composing,
Writing, and Performance.
Subject knowledge:
Binary, ternary, rondo,
theme & variations,
sonata form, theme &
variations, 12 bar blues.
Skills focus: Listening,
Analysing, Composing,
Writing, and Performance.

Assessment
Assessment:
Theory paper and
composition outcomes
(ability to meet a
brief).

Assessment:
Exam style listening &
theory questions on
unfamiliar listening
with a focus on all
elements studied so
far.
Alongside a class
performance &
composition grade.

Assessment:
Exam style listening &
theory questions on
unfamiliar listening
with a focus on all
elements studied so
far.
Alongside a class
performance &
composition grade.
Assessment:
Exam style listening &
theory questions on
unfamiliar listening
with a focus on all
elements studied so
far.
Alongside a class
performance &
composition to a brief
grade.

Learning in Year 9
Students will develop their understanding of timbre
Subject knowledge:
Assessment:
and dynamics through a variety of theory, listening
Recognising and naming
Exam style listening &
from a variety of genres and performance challenges.
specific instrumental
theory questions on
They will begin an extended composition project
techniques, all dynamic
unfamiliar listening
replicating the demands required of their composition based language.
Mock
with a focus on all
Composition to a brief coursework (the ‘real’ version of this will be
elements studied so
Skills focus: Listening,
completed in year 11 and will be worth 15% of their
to a brief
far.
Analysing, Composing,
grade). The composition will showcase their
Alongside a class
understanding of composition from year 9. In addition Writing, and Performance. performance &
to this they will continue to practise skills from the
composition to a brief
previous terms to improve their retention.
grade.
In addition to this they will prepare performances as
prescribed by their classroom teacher. Deadlines will
be issued on SMHW.
Students will develop their understanding of phrasing
Subject knowledge:
Assessment:
Phrasing &
and articulation through a variety of theory, listening
Staccato, legato, tenuto,
Mock Section A style
Articulation
from a variety of genres and performance challenges.
accent, rubato, regular &
exam.
They will complete their extended composition
irregular phrase lengths.
Alongside a class
project. In addition to this they will continue to
Mock
performance &
Skills focus: Listening,
Composition practise skills from the previous terms to improve
composition to a brief
Analysing, Composing,
their retention.
to a brief
grade.
In addition to this they will prepare performances as
Writing, and Performance.
prescribed by their classroom teacher. Deadlines will
be issued on SMHW.
Homework, marking and feedback: Year 9 students can expect one piece of homework per week as a minimum, alongside their
regular instrumental practice routine (at least 20 minutes per day, 5 times per week). Homework will include theory based tasks,
revision, composition and listening work. They should also attend Music Theory Club on Wednesday lunch time until they have at least
passed their ABRSM Grade 1 Theory Exam, after which students may choose whether to continue (many do); it is worth noting that
students wishing to proceed above Grade 5 on their ‘instrument’ with ABRSM require Grade 5 Music Theory (equivalent points to a
GCSE qualification) and students who may be considering studying Music at KS5 should see up to Grade 5 Music Theory as a huge
advantage.
What can parents do to help? Ensure your child is having regular instrumental lessons, preferably also following a graded exam
syllabus. Encourage your child to adopt a daily practise routine whereby they practise at the same time every day, try to make this
something they can do uninterrupted and be positive! Prompt your child to log in to the MusicFirst app (see below) even when they
don’t have homework set on it – the more they do, the better their understanding of vocabulary and its application will be: we reward
the highest points earners on a weekly basis! Talk about any music you hear whether it be on the radio, T.V. or just the household
music collection, encouraging them to give their opinions or describe what they hear. Seize any opportunities to see live music, The
Drill Hall in Lincoln have a regular programme of music to enjoy, including lunch time recitals at the weekend which are free! Encourage
your child to attend any after school sessions that the teacher feels are necessary throughout the duration of the course, particularly
in the Summer term where after school composition classes will run every Thursday to support coursework completion. Encourage
your child to be involved in all types of music making, including school music groups and concerts.
Useful websites/ resources:
The music department has purchased a subscription to the MusicFirst app: this is an amazing app that will support pre-reading for the
lesson, contains detailed information on the compulsory study pieces and has numerous lessons and tests, which if completed, will
strengthen the full breadth of your child’s musical knowledge and understanding. All students have a unique log in written in their
planner, the website to access the app is https://lincolncastle.musicfirst.co.uk/app, please let Mrs Noble know ASAP if you have
trouble accessing this. In addition to the app, access to YouTube is brilliant as students have a huge resource of listening material free
of charge. Homework will often direct them to music to listen to.

Summer 2

Summer 1

Timbre &
Dynamics

Learning in Year 9

Physical
Education

Miss A Dooley

Head of Department

Summer 1

Spring 2

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

*Please note: All activities are rotated during the year and therefore will be undertaken in a different order depending which group
you are in.
Topic
Football
Netball

Content
Passing under pressure, beating an
opponent & defensive tactics
Tactics to outwit the opponent. Full
rules.

Badminton
Touch Rugby

Net shots, singles & doubles tactics
Developing passing, rucking & scrum
development

Health Related
Fitness (HRF)

Taking part in fitness tests, developing
training programmes to improve
(Comparing against normative data)
Attacking & defending tactics. Zones.
Exploring different Dance genres
Passing under pressure, beating an
opponent & defensive tactics

Basketball
Dance
Football
Fitness
Gymnastics

Circuit Training & Exercise to Music
Vaulting & flight.

Athletics

Track & Field events – techniques to
achieve Gold standard.
Bowling & fast spin. Defensive batting.
Striking tactics for game play.

Cricket Rounders
Lacrosse

Summer 2

Attacking and defending tactics.
Zones/formations. Outwitting
opponents.
Athletics
Focus on refining two chosen
Cricket Rounders
individual events.
Striking & Fielding tactics for game
Tennis
play
Fielding tactics for game play
Attacking and defending.
Frisbee
Zones/formations. Outwitting
opponents.
Homework, marking and feedback:

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
How to refine skills for an
effective performance.
Skills focus: Performing
under pressure.
Subject knowledge:
How to refine skills for an
effective performance.
Skills focus: Performing
under pressure.

Assessment

Subject knowledge:
How to refine skills for an
effective performance.
Skills focus: Performing
under pressure.
Subject knowledge:
How to refine skills for an
effective performance.
Skills focus: Performing
under pressure.

Consistently performing sport
specific skills with precision, control
& fluency. Can analyse & comment
on different skills & techniques to
help improve performance.

Subject knowledge:
How to refine skills for an
effective performance.
Skills focus: Performing
under pressure.

Consistently performing sport
specific skills with precision, control
& fluency. Can explain how different
components of fitness affect
performance.

Subject knowledge:
How to refine skills for an
effective performance.
Skills focus: Performing
under pressure.

Consistently performing sport
specific skills with precision, control
& fluency. Can communicate
effectively in different roles/
situations.

Consistently performing sport
specific skills with precision control
& fluency. Can select & use the
correct technique with success in
game play.
Consistently performing sport
specific skills with precision, control
& fluency. Can plan organise & lead
a simple activity.

Consistently performing sport
specific skills with precision, control
& fluency. Can perform activities
with a very good level of fitness.

For each Area of Activity there will be an extension task (homework) to build upon the understanding and skills which are being developed in lesson.
Students are also encouraged to attend lunchtime and after school clubs to gain further practice and assist them with their confidence to perform
skills in competitive situations.
Students are given individual positive verbal feedback from their PE teacher in lessons. Students will make note their Atl, performance level and
achievement for each activity in their Passport. CAPs are awarded for excellent contribution, excellent attitude and excellent performance. These appear
as House Points.

Learning in Year 9
What can parents do to help?
• Enable your child to have their PE kit ready for their lesson. Support them to become organised & independent eventually.

• Encourage your child to lead an active lifestyle.
• Encourage your child to join lunch time clubs and teams: a varied programme of lunchtime & after school clubs is on offer for all students, plus
regular fixtures are played against other schools.

Useful websites/ resources:

www.kidshealth.org (section ‘Staying Healthy’ and ‘How the Body Works’), www.sportengland.org, www.sportscoachuk.org
www.bbc.co.uk/education

Learning in Year 9

Physical Education

Miss A Dooley

Sports Science

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Head of Department

Topic
Developing sports
skills

Developing sports
skills

Spring 1

Developing sports
skills

Sport and the Media

Spring 2

Developing sports
skills

Summer 1

Sport and the Media

Developing knowledge and
ability at Volleyball.
Understanding rules and
regulations. Being able to
officiate a game.
Know how sport is covered
across the media
Developing knowledge and
ability at Volleyball.
Understanding rules and
regulations. Being able to
officiate a game.

Developing knowledge and
ability at Athletics.
Understanding rules and
regulations. Being able to
officiate a competition.

Sport and the media

Relationship between sport
and the media. Able to
evaluate media coverage in
sport.
Developing knowledge and
ability at Athletics.
Understanding rules and
regulations. Being able to
officiate a competition.
Introduction to the
examined unit. Issues the
affect participation in sport
& the role of sport in
promoting values.

Contemporary issues
in sport

Knowledge and Skills
Subject knowledge:
Specific skill refinement.
Skills focus:
Practical performance
Badminton
Subject knowledge:
Specific skill refinement.
Skills focus:
Practical performance
Badminton
Subject knowledge:
Specific skill refinement.
Skills focus:
Practical performance Volleyball

Subject knowledge:
Specific skill refinement.

Assessment
Class Test
Peer/teacher observations
Video evidence/witness statements
Skills and drills practices
Video evidence/witness statements
Peer/teacher observations
Peer/teacher observations
Video evidence/witness statements
Class test

Class Test

Skills focus:
Practical performance Volleyball

Positive & negative effects
that the media has on
sport.

Developing sports
skills

Developing sports
skills
Summer 2

Content
Developing knowledge and
ability at badminton.
Understanding rules and
regulations.
Being able to officiate a
game.
Developing knowledge and
ability at badminton.
Understanding rules and
regulations. Being able to
officiate a game.

Self Evaluation
Subject knowledge:
Specific skill refinement.

RO54: Coursework completion

Skills focus:
Practical performance Athletics

Subject knowledge:
Specific skill refinement.
Skills focus:
Practical performance Athletics

Peer/teacher observations
Video evidence/witness statements

Learning in Year 9
Homework, marking and feedback:
There will be an extension task (homework) to build upon the understanding and skills which are being developed in lesson. Students
are also encouraged to attend lunchtime and after school clubs to gain further practical practice and assist them with their confidence
to perform skills in competitive situations for the expected level at GCSE.
Students are given individual positive verbal feedback from their PE teacher in lessons.
Students will make note of their Atl, performance level and achievement for each activity.
CAPs are awarded for excellent contribution, excellent attitude and excellent performance.
What can parents do to help?
• Encourage your child to use the websites listed
• Use the GCSE Revision Guide and workbook to complete
• Encourage your child to join lunch time clubs and teams: a varied programme of lunchtime clubs is on offer for all students, plus
regular fixtures are played against other schools after school hours
Useful websites/ resources:
• SMHW, www.bbc.co.uk/sport
• Appropriate PE kit depending on the activity (school kit)
• Sports Studies revision book/exercise folder

Learning in Year 9

Spring 1

Autumn 2

Autumn 1

Miss Kirsty Cook-Bell
Head of Department

Miss R Taylor
Second in Department

Science

Topic

Content

Knowledge and Skills

Assessment

Cell biology

Eukaryotic and prokaryotic cells,
mitosis, meiosis and cell transport.

Atomic
structure and
the periodic
table

This looks at the periodic table in
depth, its history, its structure, its
trends and what atoms are made of,
also covers mixtures, compounds
and equations.

Subject knowledge:
The structure of cells (prokaryotic and eukaryotic). The light and
electron microscopes.
Using a microscope, working with standard form and calculating
the actual size of cells
Pupils will learn about the structure of the periodic table. Plan
experiments or devise procedures to make observations. Safe use
of a range of equipment. Use a variety of models. Pupils will write
balanced equations.
Energy in systems. The different types of energy.
Calculating Kinetic energy and Gravitational / Elastic potential
energies.
Students should be able to recall and apply the Kinetic energy and
Gravitational energy equations, plus be able to apply the equation
for the elastic potential energy stored in a spring.
Subject knowledge:
Cell division, stem cells, chromosomes and DNA. Investigate
diffusions, osmosis and active transport.

Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

Energy

Includes energy transfers and ways
of storing energy, work, power and
energy sources (renewable and nonrenewable sources).

Cell biology

Includes eukaryotic and prokaryotic
cells, mitosis, meiosis and cell
transport.

Bonding,
structure, and
the properties
of matter.

This looks at the three types of
bonding covalent, ionic and metallic.
The properties of each and where in
the real world we find them, focus
on new materials currently being
researched and used.

Pupils will learn about chemical bonds both covalent and ionic, how
to draw and identify them. Visualise and represent 2D and 3D
forms including two dimensional representations of 3D objects. Use
a variety of models.

Includes energy transfers and ways
of storing energy, work, power and
energy sources (renewable and nonrenewable sources).

Specific heat capacity of different materials. Calculating Work done
and Power. Looking at the three methods of heat transfer,
conduction, convection and radiation. Investigating the efficiency
of energy systems.
Recall, analysis of data, using models to explain.
Use SI units. Use prefixes and powers of ten for orders of
magnitude. Use standard form.
Be able to apply and use the specific heat capacity equation. Recall
and use the work done, power and efficiency equations. Looking at
National and Global energy resources. Renewable and nonrenewable energy resources.

Organisation
of organisms

Includes organ systems of plant and
animals, the heart and the blood.

Bonding,
structure, and
the properties
of matter.

This looks at the three types of
bonding covalent, ionic and metallic.
The properties of each and where in
the real world we find them, focus
on new materials currently being
researched and used.

Subject knowledge:
Pupils will learn the structure of the heart, the 3 types of blood
vessels and look at diseases of the heart. Evaluate methods of
treatment, observe and draw blood cells as seen under a
microscope.
Pupils will learn about chemical bonds both covalent and ionic, how
to draw and identify them. Visualise and represent 2D and 3D
forms including two dimensional representations of 3D objects. Use
a variety of models.

Energy

Electricity

Includes current, potential
difference and resistance, series and
parallel circuits, mains electricity,
power, energy costs and the
National grid.

Electrical circuit symbols. The link between current and charge.
Ohm’s law and calculating resistances.
Building and measuring current/voltage/resistance in Series and
Parallel circuits. Recall circuit symbols. Applying and using the
equations for charge flow, Ohm’s law and resistors in Series

Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

Spring 2

Learning in Year 9
Organisation
of organisms

Includes organ systems of plant and
animals, the heart and the blood.

Quantitative
chemistry

Includes chemical reactions and
equations and calculations of
quantities.

Electricity

Includes current, potential
difference and resistance, series and
parallel circuits, mains electricity,
power, energy costs and the
National grid.
Includes how the immune system
works and drugs.

Summer 1

Infection and
response
Chemical
changes

Particle
model of
matter
Infection and
response

Summer 2

Chemical
changes

Particle
model of
matter

Reactivity series of metals in detail
and reactions with oxygen and acids.
Also cover oxidation and
neutralisation reactions and how
salts are made. Investigate
electrolysis and its uses.
Changes of state, density, specific
heat capacity and gas pressure.
Includes how the immune system
works and drugs.
Reactivity series of metals in detail
and reactions with oxygen and acids.
Also cover oxidation and
neutralisation reactions and how
salts are made. Investigate
electrolysis and its uses.
Changes of state, density, specific
heat capacity and gas pressure.

Subject knowledge:
Pupils will learn the structure of the heart, the 3 types of blood
vessels and look at diseases of the heart. Evaluate methods of
treatment, observe and draw blood cells as seen under a
microscope.
This looks in detail at chemical reactions, balancing equations,
calculate quantities of reactants and products and investigate the
law of conservation of mass. Higher tier students will learn about
the mole and its use in reactions involving solutions.
Electrical circuit symbols. The link between current and charge.
Ohm’s law and calculating resistances.
Building and measuring current/voltage/resistance in Series and
Parallel circuits. Recall circuit symbols. Applying and using the
equations for charge flow, Ohm’s law and resistors in Series
Subject knowledge:
Pupils will learn about the different classes of communicable
diseases (viral, bacterial, fungal and protist). They will also learn
about the human defence systems.
Pupils will learn about the different investigations that can be
carried out to determine unknown samples and investigate the
expected chemical changes. This will include gas tests.

Pupils will be able to compare the states of matter and discuss
particle theory. Pupils will investigate density practicals and
pressure.
Subject knowledge:
Pupils will learn how vaccination works and how drugs have been
discovered and developed
Pupils will learn about the different investigations that can be
carried out to determine unknown samples and investigate the
expected chemical changes. This will include gas tests.

Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

Recall and
exam style
questions on
each of the
topics studied.

Pupils will be able to compare the states of matter and discuss
particle theory. Pupils will investigate density practicals and
pressure.

Homework, marking and feedback: Homework will be issued weekly, sometimes twice as week as your child has 2 teachers. There will be an end of
topic assessment every six week. Homework will encompass learning work, project work, revision and practice of exam questions and skills. Marking
and feedback of students work will be specific for their learning needs and allow them to make the necessary progress independently
What can parents do to help? Your child is studying AQA GCSE Combined Science and therefore it is vital that they are studying regularly. Support
your child with reading resources and revision. Talk to your child about every day applications of science, for example, the medicines in your cabinet,
fertility, the night sky, the danger of chemicals under the sink and the living organisms in and around your home.
Watch programmes on TV with them that are science related, discuss the issues raised.
Useful websites/ resources:
http://www.schoolscience.co.uk/home
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.creative-chemistry.org.uk/
http://www.my-gcsescience.com/
http://www.gcsescience.com/index.html
Revision guides by CGP (Make sure they are AQA Combined Science 1-9)

