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Message from the Headteacher
This is a crucial time in your school life; an important crossroads which requires specialist advice
and careful consideration to ensure that the right choices are made. It is also an exciting time. Key
Stage 4 offers greater choices, bigger challenges and is a time of remarkable change.
As you mature into a young adult, we will support you to achieve your potential and become your best
possible self. Our curriculum is designed to inspire and challenge you, whilst also ensuring you develop
skills such as team work, reflection, evaluation and study skills. Whether your end goal is university,
apprenticeship or employment, we have a long established record of equipping students with the qualities
necessary to fulfil their ambitions and make a worthwhile contribution to society.
We are proud of our academy and the reputation it has in preparing students for the future but we are also
proud of you. Your attitude to learning, humour and your wonderful spirited outlook on life result in a warm and
vibrant atmosphere. Visitors to LCA regularly comment on the friendly community feel we have. Working
alongside your parents/ carers, we now look forward to developing your talents further as you embark on this
thrilling time in your education.

Mrs L Laming
Headteacher

Mrs L Laming
Headteacher

The Process
Dear Parents and Students
This booklet has been produced to help your son/daughter make some very important
choices at this crucial stage of their educational career. This will be the first of many choices
that they will have to make during the course of their educational development. Making
decisions as to which subjects they take next year provides a fantastic opportunity to take
ownership of the learning pathway that they will follow.
Students will need some help and guidance when deciding the most suitable curriculum that will help
them achieve their greatest potential. The role which you, play as parents is vital in supporting your
child; we ask that you take some time to discuss choices and aspirations with your child. Advice will
also come from the academy as well. This will be both formal and informal discussions with your
child’s form tutor, subject leaders and also the school’s careers co-ordinator.
The learning modules that we offer include some element of choice and ensures that all students
follow a broad and balanced curriculum with a strong academic core; we are very proud of our
curriculum.
Should you require further advice or information, please do not hesitate to contact me at Lincoln
Castle Academy via telephone or e-mail enquiries@lincolncastleacademy.co.uk.
Yours sincerely

Mrs T Wiles
Deputy Headteacher

Information for Parents
Lincoln Castle Academy is different to many other schools. We feel that students are ready to begin
GCSE studies earlier than Year 10, providing them with longer to achieve excellent qualifications. As a
result of this, we ask students in Year 8 to make their GCSE choices which actually begin in Year 9. We
know that our current year 8 students are ready for the challenge!
The curriculum offer for your son/daughter for
their KS4 education is both broad and balanced.
Our three year Key Stage 4 curriculum is divided
into 6 modules of learning.

CORE 1
Maths (4)
Eng Lang & Lit (4)
Sci (5)

Op on 3
Free*
(3)

CORE 2

Enterprise
ICT / Business based
courses
choose
(2)

*MUST
at least:
One Humanity
or one MFL

CORE 3

Op on 2

Character

Free*
(3)

PSME (tutor me)
PE (1)

Op on 1
Free*
(3)

() indicates number of
lessons of study per week

All students must study the following learning
modules in Year 9: Core 1, Core 2 - Enterprise and
Core 3 - Character.
Students then have an element of choice
alongside professional judgement across three
further options.
It is really important that your child makes the
choices that are right for them and does not
simply do what their friend does. Your child will
be asked to make one reserve option choice in
case we cannot accommodate them in a
particular subject. Please think carefully about
this reserve choice as it must be one they are
happy to study.
In order to maintain a strong academic core which
inevitably improves further study and career
opportunities, it is mandatory that at least one
choice made must consist of either:
French, Spanish, History or Geography.

Therefore, whilst students do get three ‘free’ choices, in reality one is a choice between
four subjects.
Good reasons for choosing a subject
ü I enjoy it
ü I’m really interested in it
ü It will help me get in to a course I
want at 6th form and University
ü It will help me get the job I want

Bad reasons for choosing a subject
û My friends are doing it
û I like the teacher this year (you
don’t know who will be
teaching you next year!)
û It sounds easy

English Baccalaureate Guidance
What is the English Baccalaureate?
The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) is a combination of five 'pillars' that if all studied together make
up a suite of qualifications known as this. The English Baccalaureate is not a qualification in itself. The
suite of subjects are:
English, Maths, Sciences (at least combined science), a Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish or
another approved language from the list), and a Humanity (Geography or History).
The way in which the success of this is monitored by the DfE from 2018 onwards is by calculating an EBacc
average point score which will measure pupils' point scores across the five pillars of the Ebacc for the
Academy. This will ensure the attainment of all pupils is recognised, not just those at particular grade
boundaries, encouraging schools to enter pupils of all abilities, and support them to achieve their full
potential.
Why was the English Baccalaureate introduced?
The government introduced this measure because they did not think enough students in schools across the
country were being encouraged to take these core 'academic' subjects.
“We want to encourage more students to take these core subjects and to bring about greater fairness of opportunity”.
Department Of Education

As a school we endorse the sentiment that a broad curriculum with a strong academic core improves life
chances beyond Year 11 and where a student has the desire to study both a foreign language and a
humanity subject, we support this fully. It is our desire for the percentage of students studying the full
suite of Ebacc subjects at LCA to further increase in line with the national target for 2022 and
subsequently 2025.
Why?
1. This suite of subjects is the government's test measure of rigorous and academic education
2. The subjects that make up the five pillars, along with a number of others, are considered to be
'facilitating subjects' when making decisions about University choices after A levels. As a
school we want to ensure that you make choices that will keep your options open post-16.
How will the English Baccalaureate affect my options?
There are a wide range of options available at Key Stage 4 and all students are able
to choose the combination of subjects that would lead to the EBacc pillars being
studied. All students already study the English, Maths and Science subjects
as part of the core curriculum.
To study all five pillars, it would mean choosing: one
modern foreign language and one humanity as two of
your choices, leaving one other option
available.

Guidance
Who chooses?
The choice is yours but your parents and teachers will also be involved in helping you to make
informed decisions. Choices made now will affect opportunities later so need to be made with care.
As well as the traditional academic subjects, we also offer a range of applied learning courses which can
be fully integrated alongside the academic subjects. We are therefore able to provide a wide range of
pathways as well as a variety of assessment methods.
How do you choose?
There are three important questions you should ask yourself before making your choices:1. What do I want to do after Key Stage 4?
Most Year 8 students have no settled ideas about what they would like to do after leaving school. In this case
the best plan is to choose a balanced curriculum from the range of subjects available. This will leave you with
plenty of possible careers and higher education opportunities.
You may already know exactly the career you wish to follow. If so, you should choose the subjects which may be
needed as qualifications. Your teachers and careers service will be able to advise and help you. Please
remember that although you may change your mind about your future career in the next three years, it is not
possible to change subjects part of the way through a the course, although we will allow well thought through
and informed changes to your program of study up to Christmas of year 9.
Most students continuing to 'A' levels and Level 3 BTEC Nationals stay at Lincoln Castle Academy, where we
offer a wide range of subjects. The vast majority of these students progress on to Higher
Education/University Degree Courses.
2. What subjects do I enjoy?
Only you know the answer to this. If you like a subject, you usually work hard. Remember, hard work
is essential whichever subjects you choose.
3. What subjects am I good at?
Talk to your teachers and get their advice. Your aim should be to make the most of the
courses you have chosen by working as hard as you can. You should consult with your
parents and teachers before filling in the form.

Qualification Types - FAQ
Q1 GCSEs – what are they?
The qualification mainly involves studying the theory of a subject combined with some
investigative work.
GCSEs are at levels 1 and 2 on the National Qualifications Framework, depending on the grade you get.
GCSEs are highly valued by further education and employers. They are the first step in providing access
to a range of careers or further study, such as A levels or Level 3 BTEC. GCSEs have been used as a
benchmark to judge student ability for more than 25 years.
Q How are GCSEs graded?
GCSEs are graded 9-1 in all subjects

Q How will I be assessed?
GCSEs are sometimes assessed by a combination of exams and controlled assessment, but more often by
examination only. You will take all of your exams at the end of your course.
Q High Value Vocational Qualifications – what are they?
Only those applied learning qualifications that have been judged to have a high value will be recognised
in the Key Stage 4 performance tables for schools.
At Lincoln Castle Academy we have made a commitment to Students and Parents to provide only
those applied learning qualifications which achieve the 'high value' status awarded by the
Government. The grading for these is usually pass, merit, distinction and distinction*.
Equivalence to GCSEs is shown on individual sheets.
The qualifications we offer are the equivalent of one GCSE and are graded as
equivalent, high quality and rigorous, and provide the majority of pupils with
access to a range of study and employment opportunities. Each high-value
qualification will count as equivalent to one GCSE. There is an external
examination in each these qualifications.
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